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Foreword 


An “Updated” Foreword and Appeal from General Conference Presidents, 
Neal C Wilson and Ted N C Wilson. 


It is a great privilege to encourage each of you in your witnessing opportunities 
for the Lord and to write an “updated” foreword based upon my father’s 
foreword of the 1981 edition of Witnessing for Christ produced by the 
General Conference Sabbath School and Personal Ministries Department. 
The “manual for leading people to Jesus” that you hold in your hands will 
be an invaluable tool in sharing Christ, His righteousness, His sanctuary 
message, His three angels’ messages, His life-changing salvation and His 
soon second coming. My father held a strong belief in the importance of 
personal witnessing. He shared his thoughts in the 1981 edition of the 
foreword and it is a privilege to unite our appeals in this foreword. 


It is crucial that Christ's methods alone be used in sharing the Biblical 
messages entrusted into your hands as part of God's lastday prophetic 
movement that is His remnant church. It is vital that pastors, church leaders 
and members unite in complete involvement in the mission of the church. 
We read in Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, pages 116-117, “Those who 
have the spiritual oversight of the church should devise ways and means by 
which an opportunity may be given to every member of the church to act 
some part in God’s work ... In their planning they are to give special study to 
the work that can be done by the laity for their friends and neighbours. The 
work of God in this earth can never be finished until the men and women 
comprising our church membership rally to the work and unite their efforts 
with those of ministers and church officers.” We need total lay involvement 
in the evangelistic outreach of this Advent movement. We need everyone 


sharing the burden for soul winning. God is calling us to witness for Him in 
a powerful manner. 


God's commission is to “every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people” (Revelation 14:6). “His work is to go forward in cities and towns 
and villages.” —Evangelism, p. 46. This includes your city, your town, your 
village. You and |, through the power of the Holy Spirit, have a responsibility 
to reach every individual in our territory. The Lord has given “to every man 
his work” (Mark 13:34), and this is to “carry the Word of God to every 
man’s door.” — Christian Service, p. 144. 


This is not only a duty—it is a glorious privilege and honour—to be part of 
God's plan to proclaim His saving power to the world! We may become 
“workers together with God," used of Him to help save souls for eternity. 
“Our work has been marked out for us by our heavenly Father. We are to 
take our Bibles and go forth to warn the world. We are to be God's helping 
hands in saving souls—channels through which His love is day by day to 
flow to the perishing.” — Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 150. 


The wonderful promise is given of what will happen when the church unites 
in proclaiming the Advent message with Holy Spirit power. What a privilege 
to be part of this incredible opportunity to let heaven work through us as 
recorded in the following heavenly counsel: “A spirit of intercession was 
seen, even as was manifested before the great Day of Pentecost. Hundreds 
and thousands were seen visiting families and opening before them the word 
of God. Hearts were convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit 
of genuine conversion was manifest. On every side doors were thrown open 
to the proclamation of the truth. The world seemed to be lightened with the 
heavenly influence.” — Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 126. 


Can you imagine the scene? Thousands upon thousands of church members 
visiting everywhere! Doors opening! Bibles opening! Hearts responding! 
The earth being lightened by heaven’s power! What a glorious picture! 
God wants each of us in that picture! Pastors, church leaders and members 
completely involved in evangelism and personal witnessing. “Go to your 
neighbors one by one, and come close to them till their hearts are warmed 
by your unselfish interest and love. Sympathize with them, pray with them, 
watch for opportunities to do them good, and as you can, gather a few 
together and open the Word of God to their darkened minds.” — Welfare 
Ministry, p. 64. 


Witnessing for Christ 


Witnessing For Christ presents a challenge and opportunity for every 
department, institution and entity of the church. All must be involved. Total lay 
involvement. Total membership involvement. Total leadership commitment. 
All working together in an unprecedented manner under the guidance of 
the Lord. All pleading for the latter rain of the Holy Spirit. We should be 
united in our efforts to “Reach the World” with Christ's love, righteousness 
and His three angels’ messages. This unusual manual, Witnessing for Christ, 
should be in the hands of every church member in every country around the 
world. This is total evangelism with the greatest of all objectives—to hasten 
the return of our precious and loving Lord. God is calling us to reach the 
enormous urban areas of the world through “Mission to the Cities” utilising 
Christ's methods including comprehensive health ministry and every form 
of helpful witness. Witnessing for Christ will help you do that under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


Witnessing for Christ will help us realise the most essential work that can 
be done—“house-to-house labor, searching for souls, hunting for the lost 
sheep.” —Evangelism, p. 431. 


Witnessing For Christ will help us to witness with joyful hearts coming from 
an expression of love for Him who first loved us. Our witnessing will become 
a way of life that expresses the love between Christ and us. 


God is calling you and me to a new level of unprecedented outreach and 
witnessing as we come to the end of time. World events loudly tell us that Jesus 
is coming soon. The prophecies of Matthew 24 and Revelation 13 are being 
fulfilled before our eyes. The Lord is calling all of us to unite in our witnessing 
and evangelistic efforts to reach the world in rural and urban areas with the 
marvellous news that Christ's righteousness has provided a way of escape for 
each of us and that the Lord will return in the clouds of glory in just a short time. 
What a privilege to be alive at this time in earth’s history! What a privilege to 
pray earnestly for the Lord to open doors in our witnessing. What a privilege 
to share this precious Advent message with others! As the Holy Spirit uses this 
manual and you, may you be led to those who are truly seeking the Lord and 
His Biblical truth! Remember God's great promise found in Psalm 121:7-8 as 
you live and witness for Him, “The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; He shall 
preserve your soul. The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in 
from this time forth, and even forevermore.” Go forward under the power of the 
Holy Spirit Witnessing for Christ 


Introduction 


The times in which we live challenge every worker and every church 
member to become personally involved in reaching out in loving ministry for 
judgment-bound souls. There are numerous ways of creating an interest in the 
gospel: consistent Christian living, being a good neighbor or fellow worker, 
literature distribution, friendship teams, personal or group Bible studies, 
correspondence and internet studies, Community Services, health classes, 
temperance programs, and many others. All of these methods are effective 
in awakening the interest of men, women, and children in Jesus Christ and in 
the special truths for these times. We should continue to use these and other 


methods. 


There is something for every member to do, and there are printed training 
materials for these various avenues of outreach, which may likely be obtained 
on line or from your local conference. But this manual is designed specifically 
to teach the art of bringing men and women to a decision for Christ and 
church membership. 


The word witnessing, as used in this manual, encompasses every aspect of 
sharing our personal experience with Jesus. It includes the original appeal 
for surrender of the life to Jesus Christ, as well as the giving of Bible studies. 


Three basic strategies are set forth in this manual. Any one of the three can 
survive on its own, but each will be strengthened by the others. The ideal 
therefore would be a combination of the three. They are: 


1. Territorial assignment whereby each family in the church receives 
a sub-division of the church territory as their family “mission” 
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field to be worked in whatever way they choose in harmony with 
individual spiritual gifts. Everyone who is added to the ranks by 
conversion is to be assigned his post of duty.” — Christian Service, 
p. 74. 

2. The formation of small companies for Christian service. These 
small units may be the Sabbath School classes’ Action Units or 
they may be special small groups made up of those with the same 
spiritual gifts. “The formation of small companies as a basis of 
Christian effort has been presented to me by One who cannot 
err.” —Christian Service, p. 72. 

3. An in-depth witness training programme with provision for on-the- 
job training over a period of at least 12 weeks. 


“Every church should be a training school for Christian workers. ... There 
should not only be teaching, but actual work under experienced instructors. 
Let the teachers lead the way in working among the people, and others, 
united with them, will learn from their example.” — Christian Service, p. 59. 


The blessings of witnessing for Christ are twofold. Inseparable from the joy 
of seeing souls born into the kingdom of God is the revival experience that 
this work of sharing brings to us personally. It was with both these blessings 
in mind that our Lord provided for us to share with Him in the work of soul 
winning. 


“God could have reached His object in saving sinners without our aid; but 
in order for us to develop a character like Christ's, we must share in His 
work. In order to enter into His joy,—the joy of seeing souls redeemed by 
His sacrifice, -we must participate in His labors for their redemption.” — The 
Desire of Ages, p. 142. 


lt is God who finishes the work, but He chooses to do it through human 
instruments! 


Note: Emphasis in Spirit of Prophecy quotations throughout the manual is 
supplied, except where otherwise indicated. 


Chapter 1 


Preparing for Witnessing 


“Signs of the times are everywhere. There’s a brand new feeling in the air.” 
These words from a popular gospel song appropriately describe the exciting 
days in which you and | are privileged to live as Seventh-day Adventists 
witnessing for Christ. 


Patiently God permitted the pioneers to search the Scriptures and verify 
every point of faith in order to restore the doctrinal teachings of Christ. Today 
there is another mighty moving of the Holy Spirit in our midst as the time has 
come to restore the apostolic plan for the spread of the message. That plan 
involves every member. One of the greatest truths of the New Testament is the 
priesthood of all believers — every member is a minister. 


Most church members have a genuine love for their Lord. They want to share 
Him with others but often feel that they don’t know how. Perhaps it is because 
we have sometimes made it seem so difficult. Witnessing for Christ does not 
involve complicated approaches that need to be memorised. Rather, it shows 
you how you can share your faith with others in ways that are natural for you 
in harmony with your gifts and talents. 


We will begin by considering the divine power that God has promised to 
make available to those who will make a serious attempt to witness. “There 
is no limit to the usefulness of one who, putting self aside, makes room for the 
working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated 
to God.” — Christian Service, p. 254. 


Next we will proceed to a consideration of spiritual gifts. Your horizon will 
be widened as you see how many different ways there are of witnessing 


Witnessing for Christ 


for Christ. The Lord will help you to find the approach that best suits your 
individual makeup and background. 


You will learn how to think through your own personal testimony of your 
relationship with Jesus Christ. There will be a chapter on how the Christian 
should relate to non-Christian relatives and members of the family. How 
to relate to unbelieving neighbours and work companions will also be 
considered. These simple matters that we often take for granted are actually 
the beginning steps in soul winning. It is perhaps the fact that we have 
overlooked these areas that results in our attempts at soul winning so often 
ending with disappointment. 


Seventh-day Adventist radio, television and Internet programs and our 
missionary journals are among the effective means of making friends for the 
church. A chapter will be devoted to the art of nurturing these friendships, 
developing them into interest, and ultimately church members. Space will 
also be devoted to the important matter of reclaiming former members. 


Family ties are being strengthened in those families that accept a family 
territory. As family members pray together and work together with a sense of 
responsibility toward those in their assigned territory, new meaning and new 
joy is given to family togetherness. 


You might feel that leading a soul to Christ is something far beyond your 
ability, but you will be surprised by the simple insights given in a chapter 
devoted to that subject. Many well-intentioned church members are held back 
from attempts at witnessing because of the fear of obstacles and objections. 
Those who have tried it know that these fears are mainly imaginary. However, 
we do find a few people who raise objections and we need to be prepared 
to meet some of the obstacles that might arise. The manual climaxes on the 
theme of how to gain decisions and then guide those who make affirmative 
decisions into becoming witnessing members themselves. Too often we have 
been satisfied simply to add members, but the real challenge is to make 
disciples — witnessing members — who in turn will make disciples. 


“The church is God’s appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was 
organized for service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the 
world.” — Christian Service, p. 15. Every congregation needs to take this 
general statement of mission and localise it. As an example, here is the 
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mission statement developed by the Southern Africa-Indian Ocean Division: 
“The Seventh-day Adventist Church in the Southern Africa Indian Ocean 
region is committed to connect people to Jesus Christ and each other. Our 
aim is to disciple our members in the footsteps of Christ, so that they can 
grow spiritually and reach out to others as true disciples of Christ. All are 
welcome into the fellowship of the SDA church, without exception to race, 
language, culture or other preferences. Through our humanitarian agencies 
such as ADRA, MOWCS, we are further committed to alleviate poverty 
and help others towards an improved lifestyle while looking forward to the 
second coming of Jesus Christ to usher in a new world without pain, suffering 
or death. We encourage commitment to the Bible, as God’s holy word, and 
accept it as our rule of faith.” 


After developing a statement of mission the next step is to decide on some 
measurable objectives which will help your church to fulfil its mission. 
Planning sessions follow where a strategy is developed for reaching these 
objectives. Perhaps it will help to list these and other steps in order: 


Research congregation's growth pattern over past 10 years. 
Develop statement of mission. 

Set objectives for growth. 

Study needs of community. 

Develop strategy to reach objectives. 

Organise, assign, train, direct and encourage. 

Monitor and measure progress toward objectives. 

Disciple converts. 
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To help your church fulfil its mission, this manual will describe three basic 
approaches that are producing good results for many of our churches. 
Perhaps the ideal strategy for church growth will embrace all three concepts. 


1. Small groups, Sabbath School Action Units or other evangelistic 
units, sometimes made up of those with similar gifts and talents. 

2. Family territories with each church family accepting a prayer 
responsibility for a specific part of the total church territory. 

3. The discipling of selected members with on-the-job training over a 
period of at least 12 weeks. 
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Our Need of the Holy Spirit 


But before we talk about plans and techniques and tools, we must face our 
greatest need. “A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most 
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work.” — Christian 
Service, p. 41. 


It is the privilege of the church to have this revival experience now. “The 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the church is looked forward to as in the 
future; but it is the privilege of the church to have it now. Seek for it, pray 
for it, believe for it. We must have it, and Heaven is waiting to bestow 
it.” — Evangelism, p. 701. 


Among the prerequisites for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit are obedience 
to the revealed will of God, unity of spirit, and dedication to service. The 
Holy Spirit is given to empower us for service and will not be bestowed upon 
us as long as we continue in a state of indolence and inactivity. 


When with true dedication we accept the challenge of a task that cannot be 
accomplished without divine aid, God will pour out His Spirit. 


“When we have entire, wholehearted 
consecration to the service of Christ, 
God will recognize the fact by an 
outpouring of His Spirit without measure; 
but this will not be while the largest 
portion of the church are not laborers 
together with God.” — Christian Service, 
p. 253. 


God has commissioned church officers 
and leaders to devise ways and means 
so that every church member will have 
a part to act in fulfilment of the gospel 
commission. The magnitude of the task 
demands two things: 


1. That each member has a part. EACH DAY THERE MUST BE 
2. That we yield to the power of TIME FOR BIBLE STUDY AND 
the Holy Spirit. COMMUNION WITH OUR LoRD 
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Researching the answers to the following questions will help to bring the 
extent of the task into focus. 


¢ What is the present world population? 

¢ What percentage of the world population has never heard the 
gospel? 

¢ What is the ratio of Adventists to world population? 

¢ How many Adventist church members are required on average to 
win one soul each year? 

¢ What is the ratio of Adventists to non-Adventist in the territory of 
your church? 

¢ How many church members did it take to win one soul last year 
in your church? 

* Do you have a coordinated plan involving each church member 
to reach the people in your territory with a knowledge of Christ 
and His message? 


Witnessing for Christ is not something we do because of instructions. It 
is not a man-made idea. It was ordained by God that His people would 
be witnesses. There cannot be a complete Christian experience without it. 
Sharing the truth goes hand in hand with believing and living the truth. 
Neither can be complete without the other. Witnessing is one of the great 
doctrines of Christianity. 


Christianity is not a theory. It is not merely a set of doctrines or a system of 
beliefs. It is a Person. It is our relationship with the Person, Jesus Christ, which 
produces the miraculous change of life known as conversion or being born 
again. Witnessing is the delicate art of tactfully and lovingly leading others 
into this relationship with Christ. The basic preparation for witnessing is a 
personal encounter with Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord and a continuing 
relationship with Him. 


New Life in Christ 


When we employ the approach set forth in the book Steps to Christ, our 
message becomes relevant to an increasingly secularised society. 


“There are many who want to know what they must do to be saved. They 
want a plain and clear explanation of the steps requisite in conversion, 
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and . . . [workers should] especially make plain the way that sinners may 
come to Christ and be saved. They should point them to Christ, as did John 
and with touching simplicity, their hearts aglow with the love of Christ, 
say, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world.’ 
Strong and earnest appeals should be made to the sinner to repent and be 
converted.” — Evangelism, p. 188. 


Present Christ First 


The simple approach used in Steps to Christ is the most effective way to 
reach lost men and women. Only when a man is brought face to face with 
Christ in all His beauty is he ready to place himself in a “right relation to Him 
who has loved us with amazing love.” — Steps to Christ, p. 22. 


It is Christ in His beauty, Christ with all His charms who motivates a man 
to repentance, to confession, to the complete surrender of the will to the 
One who has died for him. It is Christ who leads him on to the duties of the 
Christian life, which are the test of his loyalty and discipleship. 


When we fully cooperate with the Holy Spirit, and thus lead men into a 
relationship of love and loyalty to Christ and give them the assurance of 
salvation through His sacrifice, they will gladly accept Him as Lord of their 
lives. They will willingly obey Him in all things, including the distinctive tests 
of the Sabbath and the Christian's relationship to the world. 


It is no wonder that we are counselled, “Bring the people right to Jesus 
Christ, in whom their hopes of eternal life are centered ... As you bring to 
them the Word of God, presenting it in a simple style, ... you will have a 
harvest.” — Evangelism, p. 178. 


The apostle Paul understood these principles and applied them to his work: 
“To the Gentiles, he [Paul] preached Christ as their only hope of salvation, 
but did not at first have anything definite to say upon the law. But after their 
hearts were warmed with the presentation of Christ as the gift of God to our 
world, ... he presented the law of God as the test of their obedience. This 
was the manner of his working —adapting his methods to win souls.” —Ibid., 
pp. 230, 231. 


These inspired counsels outline a sound basis for beginning our soul-winning 
endeavours by giving emphasis and priority to the acceptance of Christ as 


Preparing for Witnessing -1 


Saviour and Lord. To accept Christ as Saviour brings forgiveness. To accept 
Him as Lord leads to obedience. When the sinner truly accepts Christ as the 
Lord of his life, when he senses the joy of salvation through faith, then it is 
only natural for him to accept whatever else Christ teaches, whatever He 
commands, and to obey Him gladly. 


The Evidence of Discipleship 


We must never lose sight of the fact that “Obedience-the service and 
allegiance of love — is the true sign of discipleship.” — Steps to Christ, p. 60. 
Since this kind of discipleship results from faith, we can never separate faith 
and obedience. Neither stands alone. Faith brings one’s life in harmony with 
Christ, and obedience brings the life into harmony with God's law. Christ 
and the law cannot be separated, for Christ says, “thy law is within my 
heart” (Psalm 40:8). 


We should ever be on guard against erroneous theories of sanctification 
that lead to a rejection of God’s law. “The sanctification now gaining 
prominence in the religious world, carries with it a spirit of selfexaltation, 
and a disregard for the law of God, that mark it as foreign to the religion of 
the Bible. Its advocates teach that sanctification is an instantaneous work, by 
which, through faith alone, they attain to perfect holiness. ‘Only believe,’ say 
they, ‘and the blessing is yours.’ No further effort on the part of the receiver is 
supposed to be required. At the same time they deny the authority of the law 
of God, urging that they are 
released from obligation to 
keep the commandments.” — 
The Great Controversy, p. 471. 


A correct understanding of the 
new life, the born-again life, 
is that Jesus in the believer's 
heart empowers him to live 
a life in complete harmony 
with God's law. It cannot be 
otherwise. Only in that way 
can the Eden relationship be 
restored. 


DISCIPLESHIP 
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“The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has been, — just what 
it was in Paradise before the fall of our first parents, — perfect obedience 
to the law of God, perfect righteousness. If eternal life were granted on 
any condition short of this, then the happiness of the whole universe would 
be imperiled. The way would be open for sin, with all its train of woe and 
misery, to be immortalized.” — Steps to Christ, p. 62. 


Satan Attempts to Distort Our Concept of God 


Before the entrance of sin the relationship between man and his Creator 
was a perfect relationship of love. There was perfect trust, perfect harmony. 
Man was created for that kind of relationship. And he is restless until it is 
re-established! 


Although man is responsible for his alienation from God, it is God who takes 
the initiative in attempting to heal this breach. “While we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). “We love him, because he first loved us” (1 
John 4:19). “The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance” (Romans 2:4). 


Whenever we see God's love revealed — whether in the Bible, in nature, or 
in the life of a Christian — we are attracted by that love. To see God as He 
really is, is to love Him. The devil knows this. That is why he is so determined 
to distort our picture of the character of God. That is why he is determined to 
picture God as a ruthless, unloving tyrant responsible for all the misery and 
woe about us — a God who doesn’t care. He tries to blame God for all the 
suffering that has resulted from his own rebellion. 


Repentance 


As man’s love for God grows, he realises how he has wounded the Saviour’s 
heart; he realises the alienation he has caused; he is aware of how often 
he has chosen his own way instead of God's way. He feels a deep sense of 
guilt. He knows that he has sinned. And he knows that “the wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23). 


What is happening? He is being gently led by the Spirit of God to make 
a decision—a decision to turn around, to go the other way, to come 
back to his God, to heal the alienation, to stop wounding his Lord, to stop 
disobeying Him, to stop sinning. It is a complete reversal of direction. We 
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call it repentance. And without this kind of repentance all the faith in the 
world doesn’t mean a thing! 


The Covenant Relationship 


Calvary, rather than setting aside the law of God, is the greatest proof that 
it could not be set aside. The life of the Son of God was needed to pay the 
law's demands. If the law could be disregarded, as some would have us 
believe, then Calvary was only a meaningless drama! 


Jesus died for the entire world. But if we are to benefit from His sacrifice we 
must individually accept it. We must not only believe but we must be willing 
to follow Him wherever He leads, to choose His way instead of our own. This 
is the real meaning of the covenant relationship. 


A covenant is a relationship based upon promises exchanged by the parties 
involved. Marriage, for instance, is a covenant, a sort of contract. Before 
marriage, a couple certainly believe in each other. That is, there is no question 
in the mind of either about the existence of the other. But now awareness has 
developed into love. They have entered into a new and deeper relationship 
with each other. Love causes each to consider first the needs and wishes of 
the other. Self takes second place. But they are not husband and wife until 
they exchange vows in the marriage ceremony. When it is over they may not 
feel any different. But they know they are married—not because of how they 
feel but because of the vows exchanged. 


Just so, we know that we are Christians because we have learned to love 
Him and we now put His will for our lives above our own. We have accepted 
Christ, we have received Him, we have committed our lives to Him. He is 
now both Saviour and Lord. Feeling is not the criterion. And it is not merely 
a nominal faith that is little more than a belief in His existence or in the fact 
of Calvary. It is one that is willing to let Him lead the way, let Him make the 
choices. It is willing to obey. Only that kind of faith is a saving faith! 


“It is not enough to believe about Christ; we must believe in Him. The only 
faith that will benefit us is that which embraces Him as a personal Savior; 
which appropriates His merits to ourselves. Many hold faith as an opinion. 
But saving faith is a transaction, by which those who receive Christ join 
themselves in covenant relation with God." —Gospel Workers, p. 261. 
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Assurance 


The good news we have fo share, the good news that is the basis of our 
witness, is that through Christ the sin problem is solved—not only for the past 
but in the present. The debt of the past is paid. And Christ each day, with our 
permission, will live again His perfect life in us. With forgiveness, and with 
Christ living within, we can know that we have eternal life. “And the witness 
is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who 
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have 
the life. These things | have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 
5:11-13, NASB). 


Every Christian who has accepted the vicarious death of Jesus and has turned 
over the day-by-day rule of his life to Him can be happy in the knowledge 
that he is no longer under the penalty of death, but can claim as his own the 
never-ending life that Jesus made possible. “He who hears My word, and 
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, 


but has passed out of death into life” John 5:24, NASB). 


This belief, demonstrated by obedience, is the basis for our confidence that 
eternal life is ours in Christ. “For this is the will of My Father, that every one 
who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and | 


Myself will raise him up on the last day” John 6:40, NASB). 


“Christ became one flesh with us, in order that we might become one spirit 
with Him. It is by virtue of this union that we are to come forth from the 
grave, — not merely as a manifestation of the power of Christ, but because, 
through faith, His life has become ours.” — The Desire of Ages, p. 388. 


The joy of sins forgiven, the assurances of eternal life because of acceptance 
of Christ's sacrifice—these are what motivate our Christian witness. And 
these are what will make it effective! 


“No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a desire 
to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the 
saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed 
with the righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling 
Spirit we shall not be able to hold our peace. If we have tasted and seen that 
the Lord is good we shall have something to tell.” — Steps to Christ, p. 78. 


Preparing for Witnessing -1 


At the beginning of the witness-training programme and all the way through, 
there must be a strong emphasis on the devotional life of every participant. 
Each day there must be time for Bible study and communion with our 
Lord. The perseverance essential to the success of this work will be lacking 
unless there is a deeply spiritual devotional life. To present Jesus effectively, 
every soul winner must experience Christ's presence in his own life. At 
every witness training session, there should be time for earnest prayer. A 
meaningful devotional life will result in divine power, and “When divine 
power is combined with human effort, the work will spread like fire in the 
stubble.” — Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 118. 


Chapter 2 


Witnessing Through Spiritual Gifts 


When we give attention to our own spiritual needs and our personal 
relationship to the Saviour as emphasised in chapter 1, there develops a 
burden and a concern for others. Not only does God give the burden but He 
equips every convert for service. Upon each believer the Holy Spirit bestows 
spiritual gifts to be used in witnessing for Christ. 


Every Christian is a witness, but because we have different spiritual gifts, 
we might not all witness in just the same way. Some are most comfortable 
beginning with a health approach. Others prefer to work with audio-visual 
materials which do the talking for them. Then, there are others who want to 
do their own talking, and some are especially gifted to be lay evangelists. 


There are three chapters in the Bible which deal at length with spiritual gifts: 
Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4. Through prayerful reading 
of these chapters it might be that you will recognise gifts that you possess. 
Christian friends can help you in identifying your spiritual gifts, and there are 
also tests especially designed for this purpose. Keep in mind that spiritual 
gifts are given for service and for the up building of the kingdom of God. 


“All men do not receive the same gifts, but to every servant of the Master some 
gift of the Spirit is promised.” — Christ Object Lessons, p. 327. Regardless 
of what gifts you possess, you will find joy in reaching out through these 
gifts to those in your family territory. Other members of your family or of 
your church family will have gifts which will complement your own and thus 
the body of Christ will be complete. “In all the Lord’s arrangements, there is 
nothing more beautiful than His plan of giving to men and women a diversity 
of gifts.” — Evangelism, p. 98. 
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While not all may have the gifts which would equip them to become teachers 
or trainers, all can benefit from training classes and on-the-job training. A 
variety of training programmes should be offered in the local church. 


There should be training programmes on “How to Win Your Neighbours”, 
“How to Work for Relatives”, “How to Win Your Work Associates”, “How 
to Conduct Bible Seminars”, “How to Give Bible Studies”, and the list is 
scarcely begun. There is something for everyone to do. 


In addition to the need for training there is a need for small groups made up 
of those with similar interests and gifts. In these small groups there can be 
a sharing of experiences which should not only spark new ideas but should 
also lead to mutual encouragement. 


As an example of things to be discussed by the various groups, consider the 
following: 


1. How to relate to neighbours who are devout members of other 
churches. 

2. How to relate to irreligious neighbours. 

3. How to relate to prejudiced relatives. 

4. How to relate to an unbelieving spouse. 

5. How to maintain contact with various seminar and other 
programme interests. 

6. How to make Sabbath dinner invitations soul winning. 

7. How to witness through business contacts. 

8. How to overcome the fear of witnessing. 


In our consideration of spiritual gifts we must avoid abusing this teaching 
by the human tendency of excusing ourselves from certain activities on the 
grounds that we do not have that particular gift. Some gifts remain dormant 
until they are cultivated. 


There is also the danger of extreme specialisation where the prospective 
member or new convert is sent from one “specialist” to another within the 
church because of their expertise in special areas growing out of their spiritual 
gift. Now it is certainly true that some have a talent for finding interests while 
others who may lack this talent have a gift for nurturing interests. It is also 
true that some by virtue of gifts and training are better qualified than others 
for counselling in certain areas. But on the other side of the coin we must 
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keep in mind the fragile nature of most developing interests. This has been 
demonstrated over and over again. In cases where a literature evangelist has 
discovered an interest in Bible studies, the name is turned over to the local 
church and a stranger with a different personality is assigned to make the 
follow-up visit. He reports that there is no interest. The facts of the case are the 
interest was lost because of the premature transfer from one person to another. 


Hospitality: Dinner Invitations 


The gift of hospitality is a gift that can be cultivated on the part of many 
church members. One clue to the phenomenal growth of the early church 
was the fact that they knew how to use this gift. They invited neighbours 
and friends to share simple meals in their homes. In turn, they were invited 
to the home of their new friends. “And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” 
(Acts 2:42). People cannot eat together without speaking about the joys and 
problems of life; and it is easy to understand that these Christians, for whom 
witnessing was a way of life, used these contacts to lead people to Jesus after 
first building confidence and friendship. 


Whom do we invite to our homes? Members of our immediate families, 
relatives, and friends. We enjoy the company of people we already know, 


HOSPITALITY IS AN EFFECTIVE MEANS TO BUILD FRIENDSHIP 
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trust, and love. But how will we reach the others, the ones we don’t know, 
those starving for companionship and care? “If we would humble ourselves 
before God, and be kind and courteous and tenderhearted and pitiful, there 
would be one hundred conversions to the truth where now there is only 
one.” — Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 189. 


Many of us could invite a neighbour, a work associate, a new visitor to our 
church, a stranger, or a lonely person to our home for a meal. Why not do 
this once a month, or at least once a quarter? This association will provide 
opportunity to praise the Lord by sharing our testimony about how we met 
Jesus and to cheer the hearts of our guests with a precious Bible promise and 
a prayer. 


Some heart may be touched as your child prays, “Thank you, Jesus, for our 
new friends, Mr. and Mrs. Smith and their children. Bless them and bless 
this food and also the hungry people of the world, for Jesus’ sake, Amen.” 
This would be the experience of the early church repeated in God’s remnant 
church. 


Souls will be reached when we leave our ivory towers, widen our own circle 
of friends, mingle with people and use hospitality as a simple, effective means 
to build friendship and to draw others to Jesus’ feet. This is love in action. 


The combination of Bible doctrine and fellowship leads people to a 
relationship with Christ and His church, and the same two factors keep them 
steadfast. 


It is important to surround prospects with new friends because one of the 
greatest fears holding people back from a decision for Christ is the fear that 
they will lose their friends. Arranging Sabbath dinner invitations for several 
weeks in advance for those just beginning church attendance establishes 
valuable friendship ties and also helps to ensure regular church attendance 
during those first few weeks. 


A socially prominent couple accepted an invitation to visit church. The pastor's 
wife arranged with three couples in the church to be introduced to the guests 
on Sabbath. Each family was to extend a dinner invitation. If the invitation 
was not accepted, the family was to suggest a succeeding Sabbath. The 
result? The couple left church with a dinner engagement for that day and for 
the following two Sabbaths. This started them in regular church attendance. 
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When they were baptised they credited the friendliness of the church as one 
of the major factors in their decision to leave a popular denomination where 
the husband had served as a lay elder for 19 years. Once again it was that 
winning combination of doctrine and fellowship. 


A fine young couple in another church explained that it was six months 
after their baptism before they had a chance to eat Sabbath dinner in their 
own home. The reason? Friendly church members wanted the privilege of 
becoming acquainted with the new addition to the church family, and one 
after another invited them home to dinner. One friendly person working 
behind the scenes can spark and organise this same friendliness in your 
church. Don't leave it to chance. Every visitor should receive a Sabbath 
dinner invitation — at least one. 


Teaching and Fellowshipping: The Special Bible Class 


The pastor's Bible class is a special Sabbath School class for inquirers. 
Names for this class which might have a special appeal to non-Adventists 
may include: inter-faith or new believers Bible class, discovery Bible class or 
Saturday morning Bible class. If someone other than the pastor is appointed 
to teach this class, it should ideally be someone gifted in the areas of 
teaching and hospitality. This class must have an atmosphere of warmth and 
friendliness if it is to achieve its purpose. 


When a new baby is born, it is kept for 
a time in a controlled environment under 
constant surveillance by experts in the field 
of paediatric nursing. We don’t say to the 
new born child, “this is a hard, cold world. 
There are disease, germs, poisons, and all 
kinds of dangers. But you're one of us now, 
and you'll just have to take your chances 
along with the rest of us!” 


No, we don’t say that! We do all in our 
power to cut down on infant mortality. We 
provide special formulas for feeding, and 


above all, a lot of fender loving care! Bases IN CHRIST NEED 
TENDER, LOVING CARE 
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The ideal controlled environment and special-feeding formula for new 
Christians is found in the pastor's Bible class. The subject matter of 
the lessons is especially designed to meet the needs of new believers. 
Wherever possible the class is taught in a separate room so that the new 
believer is not faced with the distraction of many talking at the same time 
in the same room. 


Chairs should be arranged in a circle, if at all possible, so there will be a 
warm feeling of fellowship and an opportunity to become acquainted with 
the others in the class. Time should be taken every week to introduce each 
new person by name at the beginning of the class so that all are acquainted 
by name. The teacher will immediately notice if a member of the class is 
missing. He will visit the missing person without delay. 


In this controlled environment visitors have the opportunity to get better 
acquainted with the pastor and with fellow visitors. It is best to exclude 
regular church members from this class unless they are accompanying a 
prospect or a new believer. 


When a pastor has several churches under his care and cannot be present 
each Sabbath to teach his class, the most warm-hearted, capable layman 
in the church should be given this responsibility. It must be someone who 
has a sincere love for souls. On those Sabbaths when the pastor can 
be present he should sit in the class. If he does not teach the class he 
should take an interest in the discussion, encouraging participation, and 
building the lay teacher's effectiveness. This is an excellent opportunity to 
build soul-winning teachers. 


Regardless of who teaches the class, absences must be noticed and a visit 
made immediately, either by the pastor or the teacher. After two quarters 
in the pastor’s class the new believer will, in most cases, be ready to be 
transferred into a regular Sabbath School class. Usually by this time the 
person will have been baptised and become a regular member of the church. 


New materials continue to be developed to meet the needs in the area of 
convert care. These materials are designed to guide the convert into habits 
of continuing personal Bible study and to provide practical training in 
witnessing so that the new member will reproduce spiritually. 
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Kindness and Friendliness: Make the Visitor Want to Return 


Every church member should be conscious of the fact that as part of the 
church family he or she will be a factor in encouraging or discouraging 
the return of visitors. The exercise of the gifts possessed by the individual 
members should be so directed as to create an atmosphere that will make 
visitors want to come back. 


Careful planning of the Sabbath School, Lay Activities/Personal Ministries 
period, and the church service, will make every part of these services 
meaningful to the visitor. We need to safeguard the quality of our services in 
the following areas: 


Proper balance between reverence and friendliness. 
Christ-centred Biblical teaching and preaching. 

Use of distinct, easily-understood words by all speakers and 
singers. 

Adequate heat and ventilation. 

Appropriate dress and grooming of all participants. 

Thorough preparation by all participants. 

Avoidance of the unfamiliar in music and terminology. 

Christian graces and cultural refinement in both the pastor and the 
members. 

Sincere friendliness and personal interest by church members 
shown to every newcomer, guest, or stranger who comes to 
Sabbath School or the worship service. 

10.A Christlike spirit of unity and an atmosphere of joy and 
enthusiasm. 
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Neglect or failure in any of these areas can undo hours of faithful soul- 
winning labour. If this happens, members will become discouraged and will 
cease their attempts at soul winning. The quality of our church activities must 
make the visitor want to return! 


Some pastors who have several churches supplement the Sabbath morning 
Bible class taught by a layman with a week-night Bible class taught by the 
pastor but using different lesson material. This gives the pastor a weekly 
contact in a class setting where all are new or prospective members. This 
plan is also a help to a prospect who has a Sabbath work problem and may 
not at first feel able to attend Sabbath School. 


Witnessing Through Spiritual Gifts -2 


This chapter is not an attempt to give an in-depth coverage of spiritual gifts. 
Our aim here is twofold: One, to call to your attention the fact that every 
believer has a gift or gifts that can be developed to make him an effective 
witness for Christ; and two, to show the function of a few of these gifts in the 
area of soul winning. 


The gifts specifically mentioned in the Bible suggest other related gifts which 
can be used in ministry. Gifts such as consolation, benevolence, letter writing, 
encouragement, sympathy—and you could add many more. 


Do not stop short of finding at least one gift you possess and exercise that 
gift in soul-winning ministry. It will add a new dimension to your Christian 
life and witness. 


While each of us does not have the same spiritual gifts or talents, we each 
do have spiritual gifts which, if devoted to the service of the Saviour, will 
make us fruitful witnesses for Christ. Inspiration says of believers, “if they are 
connected with Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are theirs, the poorest and most 
ignorant of His disciples will have a power that will tell upon hearts. God 
makes them the channel for the outworking of the highest influence in the 
universe.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 328. 


Lord, make me such a channel. Amen. 


Chapter 3 


Witnessing in Your Own Family Territory 


A new sense of urgency is gripping Seventh-day Adventists around the 
world as crisis follows crisis. These crises confront us in government, morals, 
pollution, population, water, energy, food, finance, and religion. The list 
grows longer by the week! 


God has raised up His remnant church to prepare men and women for the 
final crisis. “Men will soon be forced to great decisions, and they must have 
opportunity to hear and to understand Bible truth, in order that they may 
take their stand intelligently on the right side. God is now calling upon His 
messengers in no uncertain terms, to warn the cities while mercy still lingers, 
and while multitudes are yet susceptible to the converting influence of Bible 
truth.” —Evangelism, pp. 25, 26. 


The conviction is deepening that the return of our Lord is very near. The stage 
is set for His return. The great time prophecies have all reached their terminal 
dates. The world has reached that low ebb of morality described in Scripture 
as preceding the end. Certainly our Lord is well able to complete the phase 
of judgment that must be finished before He comes. What remains is for 
the church to reflect the image of her Lord and communicate the message 
of salvation to everyone, everywhere. Such necessary transformation of 
character is both a qualification for Christcentred witnessing and a by- 
product of it! 


To Everyone, Everywhere 


“The church must realize its obligation to carry the gospel of present truth to 
every creature.” — Christian Service, p. 111. 
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In order to carry out this assignment we must have a knowledge of the 
gospel of present truth and be able to communicate it on the basis of a 
living experience with the Christ of the gospel. This experience with Christ 
will deepen as we serve Him. “When the churches become living, working 
churches, the Holy Spirit will be given in answer to their sincere request 
... Then the windows of heaven will be open for the showers of the latter 
rain.” — Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, Feb. 25, 1890. 


Organisation and Training 


The responsibility of carrying the gospel to every creature, in addition to 
requiring dedication, also demands organisation. Without an organised 
plan, no amount of dedication and zeal will result in total saturation of the 
community with the truth as it is in Jesus. 


God delegates to His church the responsibility of devising ways and means 
so that every member will have a part in reaching everyone, everywhere, 
with the message. “Those who have the spiritual oversight of the church 
should devise ways and means by which an opportunity may be given to 
every member of the church to act some part in God’s work. ... Plans have 
not been clearly laid and fully carried out, whereby the talents of all might 
be employed in active service. There are but few who realize how much has 
been lost because of this.” — Christian Service, p. 61. 


One of the last great signs of our Lord’s soon return 
is the spread of the gospel into all the world and 
ultimately to every creature. It is the privilege 
and duty of each one who knows Christ and 

His message to become a part of the great 

gospel outreach that will hasten the day of 
His coming. 


Before the end of his life 
the apostle Paul was 
able to declare that 
the gospel had been 
“preached to every 
creature which is under WHEN THE CHURCHES BECOME WORKING 

heaven” (Colossians 1:23). CHURCHES, THE Hoty SpikiT WiLL BE GIVEN... 
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A consideration of how this amazing feat was accomplished by so few in 
such a short time seems in order. In doing this we can discover a clue as 
to how the remnant church may fulfil its commission to preach the gospel to 
every creature. 


First we notice that the command to witness was kept ever before the church 
in words like these: 


¢ “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). 

e “Henceforth thou shalt catch men” (Luke 5:10). 

¢ “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations” (Matthew 24:14). 

¢ "You shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 
1:8, NASB). 

¢ "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 
16:15, NASB). 


With this objective before them —to preach the gospel to every person in 
every place — the early believers engaged in house-to-house ministry. “And 
daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42). 


The early church must have had some system for the division of territory. 
Assignment of a specific area is absolutely necessary in house-to-house work. 
It is evident from Acts 16:4 that direction came from the apostles and elders 
at Jerusalem. The usual practice seems to have been to send into specific 
areas either individual workers or teams of two, such as Barnabas and Mark, 
Paul and Silas. 


On-the-Job Training 


The early gospel workers trained every convert to be a soul winner. Evidently 
they were expected to do just that. Paul says that apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers were given “for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry” (Ephesians 4:1 2). 


Scholars are agreed that there should be no comma after the word “saints.” 
Most versions reflect this position and read similar to the New English Bible, 
which renders the passage, “to equip God’s people for work in his service.” 
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Soon after the calling of the twelve disciples, Jesus sent them out on a special 
mission limited to the sons and daughters of Israel. About a year later, seven 
months before His crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus sent forth seventy more 
followers. See Luke 10:1-17. 


We may equate the twelve disciples with our modern ministers and the 
seventy with our involved laity of today. The seventy accompanied Jesus on 
His third Galilean tour while the twelve were on their first mission. 


“These disciples had been for some time with Him, in training for their 
work. When the twelve were sent out on their first separate mission, other 
disciples accompanied Jesus in His journey through Galilee. Thus they had 
the privilege of intimate association with Him, and direct personal instruction. 
Now this larger number also were to go forth on a separate mission. 


“The directions to the seventy were similar to those that had been given to the 
twelve; but the command to the twelve, not to enter any city of the Gentiles 
or of the Samaritans, was not given to the seventy. Though Christ had just 
been repulsed by the Samaritans, His love toward them was unchanged. 
When the seventy went forth in His name, they visited, first of all, the cities of 
Samaria” — The Desire of Ages, p. 488. 


“Therefore said he unto them, the harvest truly is great, but the labourers 
are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
labourers into his harvest” (Luke 10:2). Here Jesus clearly explains why, 
after sending out His twelve apostles, He needed still more witnesses in His 
vineyard. 


As Jesus gave His disciples in-service training, so He expects His ministry to 
provide in-service training for the laity of His remnant church, and accept 
His stilltimely challenge, to go to the cities, the villages, and to every home, 
saying to them, “the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you” (Luke 10:11). 


There is every reason to believe that the disciples who received in-service 
training during their three years of association with Jesus gave similar on-the- 
job training to their converts. 


“Passing by the selfrighteous Jewish teachers, the Master-worker chose 
humble, unlearned men to proclaim the truths that were to move the world. 
These men He purposed to train and educate as the leaders of His church. 
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They in turn were to educate others, and send them out with the gospel 
message.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 17. 


Paul instructed Timothy to teach men who in turn would be able to teach 
others. “And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also” (2 Timothy 2:2, NASB). In this way the army of Christian workers 
would quickly multiply. 


The converts of the apostles were so well trained that when persecution caused 
them to scatter from Jerusalem they “went everywhere preaching the word” 
(Acts 8:4). Verse one says, “They were all scattered . . . except the apostles.” 
Notice that it was the church members — not just the apostles — who were 
preaching! 


Last, but certainly not least, in our consideration of the success of the apostolic 
church in witnessing, was their dedication, their unity, and their dependence 
upon the Holy Spirit. Material interests were made subservient to the work of 
the Lord (Acts 2:44, 45). They were all united (verse 1). And then, as now, 
the Holy Spirit was “given to them that obey him” (Acts 5:32). 


The Seventh-day Adventist Church has spread into all the world as a result 
of applying the principles of organisation that are set forth in the Bible. 
Two broad, basic organisational principles stand out in the Scriptures— 
the delegating of responsibility and the assignment of specific territory. |n 
ancient times the father-in-law of Moses gave inspired counsel when he 
directed Moses to divide the work —with captains over thousands, over 
hundreds, and over tens. We might think of our divisions, our union and 
local conferences, and our individual congregations as being an application 
of this principle. 


Specific Territorial Assignments 


If a local conference committee were to fail to assign specific territory to 
individual pastors, chaos would result. It is not enough to say, “This state is 
all our territory. So go and work wherever you choose.” Such a course could 
only lead to confusion. 
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The New Testament clearly teaches that every believer is a minister. Without 
a doubt, this conviction was one of the secrets of the rapid growth of the 
early church. If every member is, indeed, a minister, then it is logical and 
reasonable for each member or church family to accept responsibility for a 
subdivision of the total church territory as their family mission field. Ideally, 
this family territory should include the immediate neighbourhood. 


This concept comes through clearly in these inspired words, “Wherever a 
church is established, all the members should engage actively in missionary 
work. They should visit every family in the neighborhood, and know their 
spiritual condition.” —Christian Service, p. 12. 


Now this statement does not say that all members will work in the same way, 
but it does say that all should engage actively in some type of outreach. 


“God expects personal service from everyone to whom he has entrusted 
a knowledge of the truth for this time. Not all can go as missionaries to 
foreign lands, but all can be home missionaries in their families and 
neighborhoods." — Christian Service, p. 9. 


The question is so important that at the October, 1980, Annual Council of 
the General Conference the following action was taken: “Recommended, to 
designate the first Sabbath of each quarter as Territorial Assignment Update 


WHEN SOULS ARE CONVERTED, SET THEM TO WORK AT ONCE 
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Day when all families in the congregation who have become members 
during the preceding quarter should receive their territorial assignments.” 


In a later chapter we will give consideration to the many types of outreach 
activity that can be pursued in addition to such well-known activities as 
literature distribution and Bible studies. The Territorial Assignment concept 
opens the way for each individual believer to engage in outreach in harmony 
with his spiritual gifts. 


Prayer Emphasis 


God's ideal was that each new convert should receive an assignment to 
work for others immediately upon conversion. “When souls are converted, 
set them to work at once.” — Evangelism, p. 355. 


“Everyone who is added to the ranks by conversion is to be assigned his post 
of duty.” — Christian Service, p. 74. 


Where this has not been done, experience has demonstrated that an 
assignment Sabbath can be planned at which time each family in the church 
will receive a family territory. 


All that is asked initially is that each family accept its territory and begin 
praying for the people in it. Since the territory will normally include the 
immediate neighbourhood, there will immediately be some specific names 
to include on the family prayer list. The church Interest Coordinator should 
also be able to supply additional names in each territory. This list will grow 
as time passes. Families can be encouraged to drive into their territory, park 
the car and just go for a walk. Say hello to people you meet on the sidewalk 
or working in their yards. Pray silently as you walk and realise these homes 
are in your territory. These people are your responsibility. 


Experience has proved that as members pray for specific individuals in a 
specific territory, day after day, week after week and month after month, a 
revival experience will come into the life of the individual member and into 
the church. If this does not happen in your church, it will probably be due 
to the fact that the prayer offensive was not continued consistently. We must 
be in earnest. Careless, spasmodic effort will not produce results. There is 
power in continued intercessory prayer. It benefits the one praying as well 
as the one prayed for. 
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Small Groups 


Following Assignment Sabbath there should be enthusiastic mention of this 
prayer responsibility at every opportunity in the services of the church. 
Evangelistic units should be formed. In some cases, these will be Sabbath 
School classes or Sabbath School Action Units. In other cases, these working 
units will follow the lines of an under-shepherd plan. In these smaller groups 
there will be opportunity for members to encourage one another by the 
sharing of experiences in their family mission fields. 


For the ongoing success of the territorial concept a division of the congregation 
into small groups is essential. “The formation of small companies as a 
basis of Christian effort has been presented to me by One who cannot 
err.” — Christian Service, p. 72. Members who live far from church can meet 
for mid-week prayer meeting in a home in their territory. They can meet in the 
same way to organise their witness visitation and they can return after their 
visits to share encouraging reports. These small groups can form the nucleus 
of new congregations. 


Many times two or more families will choose to work their territories 
collectively. This will especially prove true of single individuals in the church. 
There will also occur much interchange between territories on the basis of 
spiritual gifts and special talents such as the ability to speak languages other 
than English. 


Professional people and business people will often have contacts scattered 
all over town. Territorial Assignment will certainly not deny them the privilege 
of following up these contacts, nor will it recommend that these known 
prospects be neglected in favour of searching out new interests within their 
territory. In others words, the plan is very flexible and versatile. It will provide 
a framework which will benefit every activity of the church including Vacation 
Bible Schools, Bible correspondence schools, Ingathering, evangelistic 
meetings, health and other outreach seminars, and many more. 


In the past much time and effort has been spent to divide and assign territory 
for special efforts. When Territorial assignment is adopted by the church as 
an on-going programme, this work is done once and for all except for minor 
adjustments. 
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Ideally, the total church territory should be divided among the families of 
the church. This means that every person living within the church's territory 
is the prayer responsibility of some specific family in the church. Potentially, 
this makes provision for the follow-up of interest originating from our various 
outreach activities. In addition to this, some families will select a special 
portion of their territory in which to cultivate and sow seed. 


Circumstances sometimes make it desirable to give each family two 
territories, one close to where they live and another distant territory that 
might be regarded as the family’s outpost mission. Such a procedure 
becomes necessary in districts that cover a wide area including towns and 
rural sections with no resident membership. 


If the total territory is divided and assigned, it will become necessary to 
subdivide an existing territory each time there is an addition to the church 
membership. This will produce a fresh awareness of growth and progress 
toward the accomplishment of the church’s mission. 


In 1900 there was one Seventh-day Adventist to every 20,460 people in the 
world’s population. By 1940 the ratio had become one Seventh-day Adventist 
to every 4,450 people and by 1980, it was one Seventh-day Adventist to every 
1,300 people. 2007 statistics show it to be one to every 423. In spite of an 
exploding population, this picture of progress is encouraging. 


The remnant church has been given the same commission and the same 
message of salvation that was given to the apostolic church. Every soul must 
hear that message before probation closes. Just as in Noah's day, every man 
and woman must choose between two alternatives. All our activities, sacred 
and secular, should be planned with our divinely appointed objective clearly 
in view! 


“The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was 
organized for service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the 
world.” — Christian Service, p. 15. More specifically, we are to “carry the 
Word of God to every man’s door.” — Ibid., p. 144. 


God envisions every church as a training school. If we neglect this principle, 
we are inviting disappointment. “Every church should be a training school 
for Christian workers.” — Ibid., p. 59. It is a challenge to church leadership 
to make this a reality. 
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God has left it with local leadership to implement these instructions. “The 
elders and those who have leading places in the church should give more 
thought to their plans for conducting the work. They should arrange matters 
so that every member of the church shall have a part to act, that none may 
lead an aimless life, but that all may accomplish what they can according to 
their several ability.” —Ibid., p. 62. 


The church was organised to preach the gospel. In these last days every 
person everywhere is to hear the message. The church is responsible for the 
division and assigning of territory and for the training of every member for 
some form of effective witnessing. The world has to be reached, every house 
visited; and as a result of these concentrated efforts, God has promised to 
give us results. 


It is exciting to think about the potential of the Territorial Assignment plan. No 
matter where a person lives on the face of the globe, some Adventist could 
be praying for him every day. When we consider the power of intercessory 
prayer, the possibilities are tremendous. This means that even countries 
closed to visits from the living preacher could be entered through the arm of 
prayer. In the light of the present world crisis, surely this is the least God's 
church can do. 


Chapter 4 


Witnessing to Develop 


Wholesome Relationships 


Over half of the adults baptised in the Seventh-day Adventist Church had 
their first contact with the faith through Adventist relatives, friends, and 
neighbours. The closer the relationship the Adventist has with non-Adventists, 
the more effective it is in bringing individuals into the church. People are 
“loved” into the church. 


Most who have joined the church from a non-SDA background have first 
become acquainted with the SDA message through neighbours, friends, 
relatives and acquaintances. 


Being reminded that these wholesome associations between Adventist 
and non-Adventists constitute a growing edge of the church, we see the 
importance of training programmes which emphasise establishing closer and 
more meaningful relationships with relatives, friends and neighbours. 


Another important growing edge of the church resides in the potential of the 
newly baptised converts. Each of them has a circle of non-Adventist relatives, 
neighbours and friends, many of whom will be asking questions of the new 
convert, especially if there is evidence of genuine conversion in his changed 


lifestyle. 


The longer a person is in the church, the more his circle of friends tends to be 
made up of Adventist church members. It is no doubt largely because of this 
that the natural productivity of new converts is greatest during the first three 
years of their membership in the church. It is at this stage that Adventism 
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is most contagious. The two factors most likely responsible for this would 
appear to be: 


1. The enthusiastic sharing resulting from the “first love” experience. 
2. The circle of non-Adventist contacts is largest at this point. 


This points out the need of providing special guidance and training for 
new converts. Often their zeal exceeds their knowledge of the message. 
Sometimes in their initial enthusiasm, they may tend to be legalistic and 
hammer people over the head with doctrinal proof rather than seeking to 
reach the heart with the love of Jesus. In other words, it would seem that 
with the right care and attention, the productivity of new converts might be 
increased considerably. Another lesson that grows out of the facts under 
consideration is that productivity in terms of soul winning does not need to 
taper off after the first three years of church membership if a studied effort is 
put forth to cultivate the friendship of non-Adventists so that one never gets to 
the place where all his friends are already members of the church. 


Let's give some thought now to building soul-winning relationships. 


Family Relationships 


What can the Christian do to establish relationships within the family that will 
increase the possibility of winning non-Adventist family members to the Lord? 
When we make a missionary visit, we can put on our best behaviour for the 
duration of the visit. But within the close confines of the family circle, we are 
exposed for what we really are. 


If we expect to win members of the family to Christ, our experience must be 
genuine. In most cases, our loved ones will not expect us to be perfect, but 
they will expect improvement, and they will expect Christian attitudes. When 
we stumble, they will be more impressed by an apology than by a cover up. 
There must be consistency between our words and our actions. 


What do you usually do when relatives visit your home? You share meals and 
all kinds of experiences. You exchange news about other family members. 
Perhaps you talk about your professional activities, satisfactions, problems, 
fears for the future, and maybe the search for a better job. 
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With some members of your family it is easy to speak about your faith and 
your church, but others may not want to discuss religion. They feel threatened 
by the thought that you might invite them to join your church. Because of the 
negative attitude of some relatives toward the church, members sometimes 
avoid talking about spiritual matters entirely. However, let's say they visit 
you, with loving tact it will usually be possible to read a brief Bible promise 
and offer a short prayer before they leave. Reading from the Bible will take 
only 15 or 20 seconds. Then say, “And now before you leave, let's ask 
the Lord to protect you from harm and danger and to bless our respective 
homes.” Begin praying immediately. This prayer is very important. You will: 
(1) Mention the joy of their visit. Express your love for them; (2) Remember 
some important facts that were discussed and mention to God some of the 
problems these relatives are concerned about. Mention these issues in very 
simple words; (3) Thank God for the Holy Word and its messages of comfort, 
hope, and encouragement; and (4) Ask for protection, for happy homes 
(both theirs and yours); and conclude, “Thank You, God, for the pleasant 
time we spent together and grant us the privilege of meeting again, and one 
day unite us forever in Your eternal kingdom. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 


The reading of this short Bible text and the prayer may make a deep 
impression on your relatives without hurting their feelings. It should reveal 
your sincere concern for their welfare and happiness on earth now and in 
the hereafter. 


Every visit, every encounter, should end with a prayer. This should be the 
great difference between true witnesses for Christ and others who may know 
the theory but forget the practical aspect. 


When a marriage partner joins the church, there is usually a danger that the 
spouse will feel the church is coming between himself/herself and his/her 
marriage partner. It is easy for resentment to build up. If it is the wife who has 
become a church member, she should do her utmost to help her husband feel 
that she has become a better wife since joining the church. Things the wife 
can do to create such an impression include: 


1. Try to be kinder and more thoughtful than ever. 
2. Prepare husband's favourite foods more frequently. 
3. Be willing to compromise convenience but not principle. 
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4. Join husband in every activity requested that does not violate 
moral principle. 

Give husband genuine compliments. 

Respect husband as head of the home. 

Avoid discussion of controversial issues. 

Speak well of husband in presence of others. 

Respect husband's personal liberties. 


oN om 


If it is the case of an Adventist husband and a non-Adventist wife, the above 
principles will still apply with necessary adaptations. 


In all family relationships the Christian member or members of the family 
should exemplify the joy of Christian living. This is an important factor in 
causing children to want to follow their parents’ religion. The challenge is 
to make our faith so desirable that other members of the family will want to 
choose it for themselves. 


The Territorial Assignment concept involves the children as a part of the 
family soul-winning team. They should have a voice in deciding on family 
projects: for example, which neighbour should be invited first for a meal. 
Certainly this is a natural and ideal way for children in a Christian family to 
receive soul winning training. 


Family worship should be planned with the children in mind. They should be 
given opportunity to participate from an early age, and as soon as they are 
old enough, they can share the responsibility of leading out. Many times the 
child in a Christian home will announce to his parents at one of the regular 
family worships his personal decision to accept Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 
For such a decision to come in this setting is the greatest evidence that the 
parents have succeeded in making family worship soul winning so far as 
their children are concerned. 


A Christian who has genuine concern for the spiritual well-being of family 
members should occasionally, and with great love, let this burden be known 
and appeal to his loved ones to decide for Christ. If such invitations are 
given too frequently, they will be classified as nagging and will be counter- 
productive. The other extreme is never to voice your desire for your loved 
one to join you in the faith. The child or spouse of a Christian should not be 
left in doubt about this desire. 
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Relatives and Friends 


After the immediate family members we should think next of relatives and 
friends. These are persons who know you and who have certainly been 
impressed by the way you live, by your love, and patience. Usually such 
persons will listen with more than casual interest as you share with them 
your testimony to God's goodness and the great peace that you have in your 
heart with regard to the future. Don’t forget to share a Bible promise and 
a prayer. First win their heart and confidence. Never over urge or impose 
when dealing with relatives. As the way opens up, you may loan them the 
first of an appropriate series of studies on CD or DVD. 


Neighbourhood Relationships 


It is easy to take for granted that we know how to get acquainted with our 
neighbours and that we take time to do so. The truth of the matter is that we 
often neglect those closest to us, including relatives, friends and neighbours, 
while going after more remote prospects. 


Around your home are neighbours who are watching you. They know and 
appreciate you and you should become their friend. It is not enough just to 
say to them, “Good morning, how are you?” and talk about the weather. 
Invite them to your home for a meal. The first Christians invited people to their 
homes and shared their meals with them. Later they shared bread in their 
new friends’ homes. (See Acts 2:46.) This was one secret to their success. 


If you have already experienced success in winning neighbours, relatives 
and work associates to the Lord, just keep on the way you've been doing it 
and share your methods with others in the church so they can benefit by your 
experience. If, on the other hand, you find your neighbours to be constantly 
on the defensive to ward off your attempts at sharing your faith, then perhaps 
the following points will be of some benefit. 


Usually, it is desirable to establish a solid friendship with new neighbours 
before approaching them on spiritual matters. Many times we come on too 
strong and too soon. The neighbours categorise us as religious zealots and 
activate their defensive mechanisms. In this area we can learn a lot from 
Jesus’ example. “Christ's method alone will give true success in reaching 
the people. The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their good. 
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WITNESSING TO THE PEOPLE WE ASSOCIATE WITH EVERYDAY 


He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their 
confidence. Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me’.”— Welfare Ministry, p. 60. 


We need to spend more time mingling with non-Adventists with the purpose 
of winning them to Christ. What a wonderful thing it would be if every 
Adventist would set aside at least two hours a week for outreach activity and 
begin by using this time to get acquainted with their neighbours. “Visit your 
neighbors in a friendly way, and become acquainted with them.” —Ibid., 
p. 78. 


As you visit your neighbours, watch for opportunity to demonstrate practical 
Christianity. Such needs will be evident in the home where the wife and 
mother is in the hospital or in the case of the aged and the lonely. Many times 
a loaf of homemade bread or a container of soup will speak more eloquently 
to the hearts of our neighbours than would a sermon. Newcomers to the 
neighbourhood will usually respond favourably to a warm, neighbourly, get- 
acquainted visit. Invite them to your home for a simple meal. 


“Go to your neighbors one by one, and come close to them till their hearts 
are warmed by your unselfish interest and love. Sympathize with them, pray 
for them, watch for opportunities to do them good.”—Christian Service, 
p. 116. 


“Our Saviour went from house to house, healing the sick, comforting the 
mourners, soothing the afflicted, speaking peace to the disconsolate. He 
took the little children in His arms and blessed them, and spoke words of 
hope and comfort to the weary mothers. With unfailing tenderness and 


Witnessing for Christ 


gentleness, he met every form of human woe and affliction.” —Ibid., p. 114. 
Here is the example that we are to follow in building relationships within the 
neighbourhood, some of which will eventually yield fruit for the kingdom of 
God. 


After cultivating such relationships over a number of months or years, you 
might want to try a once-a-week neighbourhood Bible class in your home. 
Some Adventist families follow the practice of opening their homes for the 
neighbours to join them for sundown worship on the Sabbath. The experience 
of gathering around the piano or organ and singing gospel songs has been 
the beginning of a Christian adventure for many a neighbour of an Adventist 
family. 


At the holiday season, when hearts are softened by thoughts of the Saviour’s 
birth, try visiting your neighbours with a little gift such as home-baked food, 
or a book. If you have friends who have served in the mission field or 
travelled extensively, why not take advantage of their visit to your home by 
inviting friends and neighbours to join you to see their pictures and hear their 
stories. Other possibilities include a cooking class or a Five-Day Plan to Stop 
Smoking held right in your home. Most of us invite friends home to dinner; 
why not also use the dinner table as a means of deepening friendships within 
the neighbourhood by inviting neighbours to a wholesome Adventist meal 
in your home? 


And speaking of special friends, why not try to include at least one non- 
Adventist couple in each circle of Adventist friends? There are many outside 
the church who appreciate our standards and would respond warmly to such 
a gesture of friendship. 


Relationships at Work and at School 


And now by way of review, in getting acquainted with your neighbours don’t 
speak immediately of your family life, your happiness, and confidence in the 
future. Speak first of their interests. They will automatically relate your attitude 
to your religious beliefs. Let them ask questions. Don't preach or give a Bible 
study, but simply answer questions. 


If we live our convictions as we go about our daily routines, those who are 
dissatisfied with the declining morals of the world will be attracted to us. 
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Often they may be too timid to speak to us, but if we sense a kindred spirit, we 
should take the initiative. Among the possible approaches are the following: 


¢ An invitation to your home. 

¢ Ask questions which will draw them out. 

¢ An invitation to some wholesome secular activity which will give 
you an opportunity to enjoy something together. 

¢ An invitation to a church activity. 


One of the best ways to explore the interest of a casual acquaintance in 
spiritual things is by asking questions. You can use this technique at work, 
or at school, or with a seatmate while traveling. The conversation might go 


like this: 
Adventist: “What kind of work do you do?” 
Seatmate: “I'm a computer programmer. What do you do?” 
Adventist: “| teach in a Seventh-day Adventist school. Do you 
have any friends or relatives who are Seventh-day 
Adventists?” 
Or the conversation might go like this: 
Adventist: “Situmbeko, did you hear the news this morning?” 
Work Associate: “Yes, | did. What about it?” 
Adventist: “Well, it just seems like there's trouble 


everywhere—like everything's falling to pieces. 

Work Associate: “Yes, | know. | wonder what this world’s coming to, 
anyway.” 

Adventist: “Situmbeko, have you ever thought about the 
relationship between world conditions and the 
things that Jesus predicted were going to happen 
at the end of time?” 


If we want people to listen to spiritual matters, we often must begin by taking 
time for their present interests. In using the technique of asking questions, it is 
usually best to begin with questions about things you know to be of special 
interest to your friend. 


When there are children in the family, by all means take an interest in them. 
Learn their names and make a point to remember them and call them by 
name when next you meet. 


Witnessing for Christ 


In this area of relationships, it is so very easy to take matters for granted and 
to overlook many simple means of revealing the love of Jesus. 


Everyone you meet daily—work associates or fellow students—should also 
be impressed by the way you live and be attracted by Jesus’ love reflected 
in your attitudes and manners. Your always-radiant countenance will attract 
them and lead them to ask questions. They know you are a Seventh-day 
Adventist, and very soon they will start comparing. This comparison should 
favour you. Then you can open your homes and invite them for a simple 
meal. During the visit, take note of their problems, worries, hopes, and 
wishes. Before parting you may give your testimony—at least read them a 
Bible promise and pray with them. Do not forget to mention their problems, 
hopes, wishes, and their work in your prayer. Soon you should be able to 
start a series of studies with them with the series of your choice. 


Casual Relationships 


Each day most of us have contact with many fellow members of the human 
family—in line at the supermarket, the attendant at the service station, the 
teller at the bank, the checker at the store, people we meet in post offices, 
public offices, waiting rooms, restaurants, hotels, motels, buses, trains, planes, 
hiking paths, parks and other places. Whenever you leave your home, it 
should be with the specific purpose of not missing a single opportunity to 
say a few chosen words for Jesus wherever possible. You should learn how 
to start a conversation with whomever you meet. Most persons are not on 
the defensive but are relaxed. It is not written on your forehead that you are 
a Seventh-day Adventist, so prejudice is not a factor. Usually it is very easy 
to smile and say “good morning,” adding a few words and giving your 
name. The other person then will usually give his/her name. Here are some 
approaches: 


1. Bus, train, plane, waiting room, restaurant. Carry a 
newspaper with you. It has been called the “devil’s report” for 
it is full of negative items, dramatic news, and sad information. 
Read the paper, noticing such subjects as disease, alcohol, 
drugs, maiming, vice, tobacco, crime, strikes, violence, hijacking, 
fraud, famine, earthquake, flood, fires, economic collapse, war, 
accidents. 
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Bus, TRAIN, PLANE ... 
Sitting next to a man (adjust for a woman}, you may ask, “Did you 
read the newspaper this morning?” 
He will answer with “yes” or “no.” 
Then add, “Oh, by the way, my nameis___———. Look 
at this!” And then in 20 seconds you can turn the pages of your 
paper and point out the sad and dramatic headlines. Conclude by 
asking, “What do you think about this news?” 
Your companion might say, “Isn’t it terrible?” And he may add, 
“Where are we heading?” 
If he doesn’t ask this question, then you should ask him, “Where 
are we heading?” 
His answer will likely be, “I don’t know.” 
Then you declare, “Oh, but | know.” 
The person will look at you, expecting to hear what you know, 
but you should remain silent until he asks, “What do you know? 
Where are we heading?” 
After a few seconds of silence you might ask, “Do you read the 
good Book?” 
“What good Book? Do you mean the Bible?” The person may 
seem at first to be a little disappointed. 
“Yes, the Bible. It states very clearly what is going to happen and 
where we are going.” Speak enthusiastically. 
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So you start speaking with the person about the word of God, the 
signs of the times, and the return of Jesus as the solution. You may 
then have opportunity to give your testimony about how wonderful 
it is to know Jesus. Finally you can give your address and take his 
and leave a piece of literature, or better, the first study guide of a 
correspondence course, including the website for internet studies. 
When it is convenient, read a Bible promise from the little Bible 
that you should always carry in your pocket or handbag. When 
feasible, offer a word of prayer, and don’t forget to mention in 
the prayer whatever concerns your contact. It may be illness, 
discouragement, financial problems, or simply gratitude for God’s 


goodness. 


2. Waitress, stewardess, receptionist, maid. Just by being 
kind to a waitress in a restaurant, a stewardess on a plane, a 
receptionist in an office, a maid or other staff in a motel may 
provide an opportunity to witness. After a short visit you may 
give them a piece of literature. It will open the way for you to tell 
them that you are a Christian, that Jesus means everything to you. 
You may say something about your family, expecting them to say 
something about theirs. All your conversation should be personal 
but so pure and clear that you cannot be misunderstood. 


Soon you may give your testimony, mention a Bible promise and 
possibly pray. It is easy to pray with a maid who is taking care of 
your room in a motel—the door remaining open. Sometimes it is 
even possible to pray 
with a_ receptionist 
when no clients are 
around. You may not 
be able to say very 
much to a waitress 
because she is very 
busy, but a_ few 
kind words will be 
remembered. 


JUST BY BEING KIND TO A WAITRESS MAY 
PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY TO WITNESS 
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3. Market. (a) At the market you may speak to a child. The mother 
will be delighted, and will start conversing with you. (b) You 
could say to someone, “| am so glad that there are so many good 
and healthful products here in this market. What we eat is so 
important.” Their reaction will tell you what to say next. 


4. Parks. Outdoors you may say to someone in a car parked next 
to yours, “What a beautiful day it is! Shouldn't we be grateful to 
our Creator and Lord?” Let the Holy Spirit impress you what to say 
and to whom to speak. It will work. 


Wherever you are and to whomever you speak, you should always have 
pieces of literature in your handbag or pocket, with your name and address 
stamped or neatly written on each piece, and be ready to give them away. 
Usually literature with the greatest follow-up potential is the first study guide 
of a Bible correspondence course. However, a tract that speaks directly to 
the issue you discussed and also offers the course and the website for internet 
studies could be better. 


Should a person show some interest, give your name and address, ask for 
his, and be sure to follow up. For instance, promise to share the first of 
a series of Bible reading guides that you have enjoyed (like the Voice of 
Prophecy “Discover” series, if it is available) or other appropriate material. 
Neglecting to follow up the interest is one of the greatest weaknesses. 


Whenever possible, give the person your name, hoping he will give you his. 
Then you can use his name often in the conversation. Should the individual 
live in your city, you should call after a week or two, telling him that it was so 
nice to meet and that you will send a helpful journal (one of our missionary 
magazines). Then state that you would like to get better acquainted. If 
feasible, invite the person to your home for a meal. Should the person live 
elsewhere, don’t fail to get in touch with the local pastor or a dedicated 
layman living near your new friend. 


When you meet together do not immediately speak about religion, but rather 
talk about family, work, and other interests. You may ask about their religious 
beliefs, but let them be the first to ask questions about yours. You should 
refrain from talking about it too much. First you must win their confidence. 
Sharing your testimony can help you do this. (The next chapter will explain 
the preparation and use of a testimony.) Just before separating, you could 
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read a short text from your Bible, stating, “This promise was written for you.” 
Then have a short prayer, mentioning each family member by name. 


Later, if you have it available, it will be easy to awaken curiosity and interest 
by saying that you have a special DVD or CD you would like to share. 
People will seldom refuse such. If they like the first one, you can introduce 
the fill-in study guides and this can be the beginning of systematic Bible 
studies, inviting the person to special services in the church, and later to an 
evangelistic crusade. Follow them step by step until they decide to commit 
their lives to Jesus, change their ways, be baptised, and unite with the church. 


What in the beginning was a random encounter—on a plane, in a market, 
in a restaurant, in a waiting room, in a laundromat—can turn into a golden 
opportunity to share Jesus’ love. Persons thus contacted should always 
remember you as a happy person, one who loves the Bible and is Jesus’ 
follower. They should remember you as a Seventh-day Adventist who prayed 
for them, or who promised, “I shall pray for you.” 


We have listed just a few of those with whom we come in contact. Do we 
really give thought as to how we can make even these fleeting contacts 
productive for God's kingdom? Do we take time to learn and to use the 
person's name? Are we always polite and courteous? And what about our 
facial expression? All these “little things”, and many more, are part of the 
vast area of human relationships, an area in which many of us, so far, have 
done very little in terms of soul winning. 


Several times already we have referred to your personal testimony. In the 
next chapter you will learn how to develop and use this useful soul winning 
“tool.” 


Chapter 5 


Witnessing By Your Testimony 


The Lord knows that personal contact is the secret of soul winning. In Mark 
5:19 He commissions us in effect, “Go to your friends and watch for an 
opportunity to share your testimony.” 


This episode from the ministry of Jesus is significant. It reveals the natural 
tendency of the new convert. He had a desire to stay with Jesus and learn 
more. Jesus’ response indicates that the Master Teacher did not advocate 
learning separately from practice. The restored demoniacs had met Jesus. 
They had a testimony, and he told them to share it. “They could tell what they 
knew; what they themselves had seen, and heard, and felt of the power of 


Christ. This is what everyone can do whose heart has been touched by the 
grace of God.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 340. 


A moment of reflection will reveal that every person who has met Jesus and 
received Him as personal Saviour has a testimony. “He can testify, ‘| needed 
help, and | found it in Jesus. Every want was supplied, the hunger of my soul 
was satisfied; and now the Bible is to me the revelation of Jesus Christ. Do 
you ask why | believe in Jesus? Because he is to me a divine Saviour. Why 
do | believe the Bible? Because | have found it to be the voice of God to my 
soul.'” — Steps to Christ, p. 112. 


The devil knows the power of personal contact and personal testimony and he will 
do everything within his power to keep us from following the command of Christ 
to share our testimony. He fills us with fear. He provides us with excuses. He 
is willing to see us occupy our time with many worthwhile activities just so long 
as we stop short of giving our personal testimony of what Jesus means to us. 
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As you study this manual, watch for suggestions indicating when and 
how your testimony can be used. In preparing it, you will do well to let 
an experienced, successful soul winner check it over and help you make it 
as effective and to the point as possible. Everyone has blind spots, so be 
thankful when these are pointed out and when suggestions are made for 
eliminating them. 


Getting Acquainted and Gaining Confidence 


Once you have thought through your personal testimony and fixed it firmly in 
your mind, you will find opportunity to share it in a great variety of situations. 
It will be useful in visiting with a seatmate while you travel. There will even 
be times when you will share your testimony with a neighbour while visiting 
across the fence. It will, of course, be very useful when visiting the home of 
prospects. 


By the way, that is exactly where most of our prospects are. Most of them will 
not come to us. We must go to them. It is as we meet prospects in their homes 
that we will most frequently find occasion to share our personal testimony. 


Jesus set us an example in visiting the homes of the people. This was an 
important factor in the soul winning success of the apostles. You cannot 
expect to be a successful personal worker if you are not an industrious visitor. 
This is another area where the devil uses fear as an instrument to keep us 
from doing that which would make us successful soul winners. So many 
people are afraid of approaching the door of a stranger. But actually, most 
people will respond with warmth and courtesy if we approach them with 
warmth and courtesy. Behind every door is a soul for whom Christ died. It 
can become an exciting and 
satisfying adventure to seek 
them out, make friends with 
them, and lead as many as 
possible to Jesus Christ. 


The word FORT can serve 
as a memory device on 
which to structure the first 
part of any visit when we 
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talk about the prospect's Family, Occupation, and Religious background, 
and share our Testimony. So remember FORT which stands for: 


F — Family 

O - Occupation 
R — Religion 

T —- Testimony 


Remember, also, there are exceptions to every rule. In some countries of the 
world, and in certain communities, it may be inappropriate to discuss family, 
occupation, and religious matters, especially on the first visit. Tact and good 
judgment must be exercised in all cases. 


“Much depends upon the manner in which you meet those whom you visit. 
You can take hold of a person’s hand in greeting in such a way as to gain 
his confidence at once, or in so cold a manner that he will think you have 
no interest in him.” —Gospel Workers, p. 189. Warmth and friendliness are 
especially important during the early part of a visit. Your aim is to make your 
host or hostess feel relaxed and at ease in your presence. This is a time for 
winning friendship and gaining confidence. When teams of two or three visit 
together, one person should lead out in the conversation. In his mind he will 
have a strategy for the visit and his companions should prayerfully observe 
and speak only when addressed. It is vitally important that one member of 
the team be the spokesman. 


Approach the house with a prayer in your heart and a smile on your face. 
After knocking on the door, silently pray that you will reflect the love of 
Jesus in this visit. Cultivate an awareness of the presence of the heavenly 
angels. Introduce yourself and your companions, state the purpose of your 
visit: associated with a media organisation (such as the Hope Channel or 
some other local radio or TV Station in your Union) or to conduct a survey. 
Should you be invited to step in, look for clues indicating the interests of 
the individual such as children, pictures, trophies, photographs, and books. 
Family photographs can be conversation pieces through which you can learn 
something about the family. However, beware of large photograph albums 
that can consume more time than should be allotted to the introductory part 
of your visit. 
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Occasionally you will 
meet a talkative person 
who will not give you 
a chance to get down 
to the purpose of your 
visit. You will need 
to discover tactful 
ways of handling 
this problem. A good 
way to steer the 
conversation back to 
the subject is to ask a 
question that interrupts 
the narrative. This may 
give you an opportunity to regain control and to guide the discussion in the 
desired direction. Be careful, however. A person who really wants to tell you 
something and is not permitted to, may react unfavourably to your visit. Try 
always to be aware of how you would feel if your roles were reversed. 


THE TRAINER AND THE TRAINEES 


From questions about the family and hobbies, move into the area of the 
individual's occupation. Take an interest in his work. Ask questions that show 
your interest. Let them talk for four or five minutes while you listen attentively. 
Watch for an opportunity to pay him an honest compliment. 


Personal Testimony 


Sharing your own personal testimony is an excellent way to build rapport 
between the prospect and yourself. Try to share your experience in such a 
way that the prospect will be able to relate to it and sense that what helped 
you might also help him/her. Remember that the purpose of your testimony is 
to create a desire in the heart of your prospect to have a similar experience. 


It is only natural that a man newly released from the enemy’s power should 
desire to remain in the company of his Lord. But Jesus said to the healed 
demoniac of Gergesa, “Go home to your people and report to them what 
great things the Lord has done for you” (Mark 5:19, NASB). 


Jesus knew that the man’s personal testimony could mean salvation to 
others, as well as the strengthening of his own faith. “Our confession of His 
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faithfulness is Heaven's chosen agency for revealing Christ to the world... 
that which will be most effectual is the testimony of our own experience... 
These precious acknowledgments ..., when supported by a Christlike life, 
have an irresistible power that works for the salvation of souls.” — The Desire 
of Ages, p. 347. 


Your personal testimony of what Jesus means to you will likely prove to be 
the most effective way to make the transition from the building-ofconfidence 
stage of your visit to the presentation of the gospel as described in chapter 9. 


Your personal testimony, of course, is the account of what you yourself have 
experienced of the power of Christ—what He has done in your own life. 
Even if you were brought up in a Christian home, there was still some point 
at which you decided to give your life fully to Christ. Your testimony might 
revolve around some special answer to prayer or a particular victory that 
made Jesus real to you. Inspired counsel suggests, “Tell them how you found 
Jesus, and how blessed you have been since you gained an experience in 
His service. . . . Tell them of the gladness and joy that there is in the Christian 
life.” — Evangelism, p. 486. 


Before writing out your testimony, you might find it helpful to read Paul’s 
witness as it is recorded in Acts 22. The three essential elements of his 
testimony are: 


1. My life before | became a Christian. 
2. How | became a Christian. 
3. What Jesus Christ now means in my life. 


You could arrange your testimony under these three headings. But beware 
of the danger of dwelling too much on the first part. Also remember, people 
are not interested in an autobiography. Your purpose is not to exalt yourself, 
but to exalt Christ. Therefore, emphasise the second and third parts of your 
testimony. If there is a verse of Scripture, perhaps a Bible promise that has 
been especially meaningful to you in your conversion experience, you might 
include this in your testimony. There is power in the Word of God! 


As you build around the facts of your conversion, you will find that you 
are fashioning a tool that will make you an effective witness. Write out a 
rough sketch of your testimony.! Polish it with the help of other successful soul 
winners, weeding out anything that might hinder its effectiveness. Commit it 
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to memory and give it orally 
in class. Practise it until you 
are ready to share it with a 
friend, and until it becomes 
second nature to you. Having 
done this, you will find it easy 
to adapt your testimony to 
stress those points you have 
in common with the prospect. 
Ask God to take your 
testimony and make it live. 
Ask Him to speak through 
you in a natural and appealing way to the prospect. Do your part in careful 
preparation, then ask God to take over in the presentation. He will! 


WRITING YOUR TESTIMONY 


We ought to be able to talk about Jesus just as naturally as we talk about the 
ruler of our country or a member of our family. If the world is not reluctant to 
use His name in profanity, why should we hesitate to use His name in praise? 


“As witnesses for Christ, we are to tell what we know, what we ourselves 
have seen and heard and felt. If we have been following Jesus step by step, 
we shall have something right to the point to tell concerning the way in which 
He has led us. . . . This is the witness for which our Lord calls, and for want 
of which the world is perishing.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 340. 


Here are some points to consider as you prepare and give your own testimony: 


1. Don’t glamorise sin by telling about its pleasures or how 
wicked you used to be, or how you “got away with it”. You 
may, however, emphasise the emptiness, guilt, and misery you 
experienced as a result of sin. Note: A sinful past is not necessary 
for effective witnessing. Jesus, who knew no sin, was the most 
effective soul winner the world has ever known. 

2. Avoid expressions that may not be meaningful to a non- 
Christian, such as, “receiving a blessing” (does he know what you 
mean by a blessing?}, “since | came into the message,” or “after | 
accepted Jesus as my personal Saviour.” 

3. Don’t be wordy. Make your testimony short and to the point. 
You should be able to give your testimony in three minutes or less. 
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4. Never speak critically of other churches. Don’t mention the 
denomination into which you were born and don't refer to joining 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It will probably be safest not 
to mention any denominational names, including Seventh-day 
Adventist, in your witness of your experience with Christ. Later 
you may have opportunity to give a church testimony in which you 
will mention your church, but in the basic testimony we are now 
discussing it will be much better to refer to the church simply as 
Christ's great family. 

5. Never give a long list of the sacrifices you have had 
to make since you became a Christian or of the things you 
have had to give up or of the hardships you have had to face. 
What are these things compared with the “eternal weight of 
glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17) that is the Christian’s reward? Instead, 
emphasise the positive benefits of being a Christian. 

6. Be specific. People tend to forget generalities, but remember 
specifics. Instead of saying, for instance, “It is wonderful!” tell the 
prospect what is wonderful. Thus, “It is a wonderful feeling to go 
to bed at night knowing that if | don’t waken in the morning | will 
wake up in the resurrection and live forever.” Instead of saying, “| 
have peace,” explain exactly what you mean. Say, for instance, 
“My husband is an arctic pilot. His work is hazardous, but since 
we both became Christians | have come to know that his life is 
in God’s hands. If he should lose his life in an accident | know it 
would not end there, because there will be a resurrection when 
Jesus comes and we will be reunited eternally.” 

7. Identify with your prospect. This is possible because 
most Christians have, at one time or another, had legalistic 
tendencies in their Christian experience. Emphasise those areas 
in your experience that you share in common with the prospect. 
Use elements from your experience that will enable them to see 
themselves in your life. It is a law of life that when people see 
similarities between their experience and yours they will be more 
likely to accept the solutions you have found to your problems. 
Don't hesitate to mention some traumatic experience in your life: 
the loss of a loved one, war, an accident, separation from a mate, 
loss of a job, moving. The mention of these events may draw you 
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closer to your prospect and arouse their comments. These events in 
your life may have prepared you or played a role in leading you 
to Christ. Note these words from the pen of inspiration: 


“Some who engage in the work of saving souls, fail to secure 
the best results because they do not carry out with thoroughness 
the work that they began with much enthusiasm. . . . They do not 
identify themselves with those whom they wish to help to reach the 
Bible standard of Christianity.” —Gospel Workers, p. 381. 


8. Emphasise the friendliness you have found in Christ’s 
great family. Because many people are lonely, the mention of 
warmth and friendliness usually strikes a responsive chord. Stress 
the comfort of belonging. 


9. Always be kind and tactful. Never appear to be self 
righteous. In deciding what to say and what not to say consider the 
background of your prospect. Remember that speaking of Christ 
to an uncommitted person in the presence of others may cause 
embarrassment, so use tact and common sense in such situations. 
Above all, be completely natural. 


10.Other positive factors to weave into your testimony might 
include the love and harmony that Christ can bring into the 
home and family life, the relief from guilt feelings that comes with 
forgiveness (you might read Psalm 32:1, 2), or the fortitude with 
which a Christian can face old age, terminal illness, and even 
death, because he/she does not face these things alone. 


11.Pray that your countenance will radiate Christian 
assurance, and let your smile speak the language of heaven. 
Remember Stephen: “And all that sat in the council, looking 
steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an 
angel” (Acts 6:15). 


Remember that as the prospect listens to your testimony the Holy Spirit is at 
work, not only giving you the words to speak but impressing the prospect's 
mind. Frequently the prospect's facial expression will reveal an awakening 
desire to find the same peace and assurance in Christ that you have found. 
Be alert to discern this and use it as a means of leading a soul to Christ. 


Witnessing By Your Testimony — 5 


But also remember that not everyone will be receptive to your presentation, 
no matter how well prepared or appealing it may be. God has given every 
human being the power of choice, and we should respect it. Remember that 
not even Jesus, the greatest soul winner who ever lived, was able to win 
every soul to whom He appealed. 


If it becomes apparent that the prospect is reacting unfavourably, maintain a 
friendly attitude and go back to something in the conversation that seemed to 
interest him/her. Dwell on this briefly and try a different approach. 


If it becomes apparent that the prospect is hostile, again turn the conversation 
to something agreeable, then, at the appropriate moment, suggest having 
prayer and terminate the visit on a friendly note—with the door still open 
for you, or someone else, to return at a later time. Your prayer might be: 
“Dear Father in heaven, thank you for the privilege of this visit with Mr. 
Jackson. Please bless him and his wife and also their children, Mary and 
John. We give thanks for the gifts of life and health and friends, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.” Many who have at first rejected an appeal to accept Christ, 
but who later became Christians, have traced their reconsideration to the 
soul winner's Christian spirit under provocation. 


Keep in mind that whenever there is a favourable response to an initial 
visit, after giving your testimony, reading a Bible promise and praying, you 
should offer the first Bible study guide. Once the prospect has accepted 
the reading guides, you have a reason for weekly visits. It is good to 
weave into your testimony the fact that you personally benefitted from 
studying your Bible with the help of the guides. In your prayer you can 
express thanks for the blessings derived from these study guides. The 
Holy Spirit can use these thoughts to create a desire in the prospect's heart 
for these reading guides. 


Remember that soul-winning work is God's work. This being true, feelings of 
personal failure—or success—should have no place in it. 


As you do soul-winning work your own faith will grow stronger. Remember: 
“they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony” (Revelation 12:11). 


' See page 147 in the Appendix for your Personal Testimony Worksheet. Also included 
in the Appendix are sample testimonies. 


Chapter 6 


Witnessing to Former Members 


and Media Interests 


Visiting a Former Member 


No experience is more rewarding than helping a former member find his 
way back to Christ and the church. When we remember Christ's love for the 
backslider it will be easy and natural to feel the same way toward those who 
have wandered. Here are general principles to keep in mind in working with 
former members: 


1. Never scold or condemn. 

2. Never defend or take sides. 

3. Apologise for the hurts of the past and ask for a chance to make 
up for the heartache that was caused. 

4. Admit that church members sometimes make mistakes, but remind 
that God does not. He is always fair and just. 

5. We can learn a valuable lesson on how to deal with a former 
member from the following: “I talked with him just as though he 
were with us. . . . ‘Now,’ | said, ‘we are going to help you to 
begin to work for your neighbors. | want to make you a present of 
some books.’” —Evangelism, p. 451. 


Always consider the factor of human pride. The road back is hard enough 
at best. We do not have to make it any harder. Love is the key to winning 
backsliders, just as with anyone else. 


Most former members need a true conversion experience and the assurance 
that God has accepted them. The gospel presentation is often very effective 
in reaching former members for Christ because the very thing that is often 
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missing in their experience is a true personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
In most cases, you will not attempt this on your first visit. You must first of 
all gain confidence and establish rapport. In general, however, the gospel 
presentation can be used earlier in your dealings with a former member than 
with someone who has had no previous connection with the church. 


Most former members will appreciate the sharing of a Bible promise and a 
prayer. A tactful approach when introducing a Bible reading guide, such 
as the VOP Discover Bible Lessons (or you could use the Manual of Bible 
Doctrines) would be: “| have personally enjoyed reviewing the doctrines 
with the help of this resource. Maybe you will think of someone with whom 
you would like to share them, but first you will want to get acquainted with 
them yourself.” 


Former members have become separated from the family and their most 
urgent need is the assurance that God loves them and that the members of 
the church have a genuine love for them, too. They need to feel the warmth 
of Christian fellowship. 


Outline of Visit to Former Member 


1. Introduce yourselves at the door as friends from the church who 
stopped by to get acquainted. 

Be warm, friendly, sincere, kind and relaxed. 

Take a few minutes to get acquainted. 

Ask questions such as the following (you will not need to ask all of 
these questions in every home): 

(a) What work do you do? Do you enjoy it? 

(b) Have you lived here long? 

(c) How many children do you have? 

(d) When did you become a member of the Adventist Church? 
(e) Where were you living at that time? 

(f) Who baptised you? 

(g) Do you still pray? 

(h) Do you still believe in the Adventist way? 

(i) Have you ever thought of returning to the church? 

(ij) What is the main thing that stands in your way? 

5. Share your personal testimony. 


ae 
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6. Share a Bible promise and pray. In your prayer refer to the Bible 
prophecies that are being fulfilled by current events, and pray that 
we all may be in the ark of safety before the flood of destruction 
sweeps over this world. 

7. \f the response to your visit has been favourable, invite the person 
to go with you to church on Sabbath and then to be your guest for 
Sabbath dinner. 


Interests from Where? 


The great commission has as its goal the preaching of the gospel to every 
person everywhere. As soon as a person accepts the gospel he should begin 
sharing it with others. In order to achieve our objective as effectively and as 
quickly as possible, it would seem best that the message should be given first 
to those who appear to be the most likely prospects. And of course our best 
prospects are those who have already shown an interest in truth before we 
visit them. 


One of the areas of greatest challenge and possibility to the Seventh- 
day Adventist Church is the follow-up of names in the Interest File of local 
churches. In some places these names are many and we may be sure, with 
careful follow-up, a good percentage of these could be won to Christ and 
His church. 


The Interest Coordinator 


The Interest Coordinator is an important person in the soulwinning 
programme of the church and should be chosen with special care. He or she 
will work very closely with the pastor and Personal Ministries leader to be 
sure that each name in the Interest File is assigned to the appropriate church 
member for follow-up. This will be done on the basis of territorial assignment. 
There must be a system whereby the members assigned this responsibility will 
report on their visits. There must be accountability. 


In the past, all churches were encouraged to use the standardised 4 x 6 inch 
Prospect Card (see sample in Appendix, page 163). Where no computer 
is available, the card file is excellent. Three cards should be prepared and 
updated for each interest name. One should always remain in the church 
master file, one given to the pastor, who updates it when he makes a visit. The 
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third is utilised and 
updated by the 
member visitor. The 
Interest Coordinator 
should record these 
on the master card. 


Where a computer 
is available, there 
are computer pro- 
grammes (or one can 


THE INTEREST Fite 


be developed) that can be used in a similar way by the Interest Coordinator 
who provides interest sheets to the Pastor and member visitor and always 


maintains the master. 


Names come into the prospect file from both indirect and direct contacts 


including the following: 


1. Indirect Contact 


(a) Our radio and television programmes—Hope Channel or 


any other local programme in your Union. 


(b) Those receiving the Signs of the Times magazine, or another 


denomination magazine. 
2. Direct Contact 
(a) Distribution of missionary journals, free or by sale 
(b) Ingathering 
(c) Distribution of CDs and DVDs 
(d) House-to-house surveys of various kinds 
(e) Gift Bible evangelism! 
(f) Literature evangelists’ customers 
(g) Vacation Bible Schools 
(h) Branch Sabbath Schools 
(i) Friendship Teams, Voice of Youth 
(i) Church exhibits at fairs 
(k} Evangelistic campaign interests 
(I) Community Services 
(m) Integrated Health Evangelism—Five-Day Plan and others 


(n) Educational—non-Adventist youth enrolled in our schools, 


and members of their families 
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(0) Health classes and cooking schools 

(p) Reception committees and guest-book names 

(q) Church members’ personal-interests lists 

(r) Welcoming new neighbours. The Chamber of Commerce can 
tell you where to get a newcomers’ list. New residents are 
often lonely and frequently are responsive to a friendly 
witnessing visit. 


First Contacts 


Periodic training programmes should offer to the church members training 
in the art of following up different types of interest. Chapter 13 outlines an 
extended training period of at least 12 weeks where provision is made for 
on-the-job training. This is, without a doubt, the best way to learn the art of 
soul winning. Experience has shown that a team made up of one trainer 
and two trainees can visit very effectively providing that not more than two 
of the group are men. For a group of three men to go to a door together is 
overpowering and in many areas it would actually frighten the occupants of 
the homes. In some ways a team of three has advantages over a team of two 
in our day because teams of two are often mistaken for representatives of 
other religious groups against which there is strong prejudice. 


Many have become successful soul winners without the advantage of on- 
the-job training. Many have not even had the advantage of an instructional 
manual such as you have in your hands. Therefore, if it does not seem that 
you will have opportunity to attend a witness training programme in the near 
future, take courage, study the manual prayerfully and carefully and make a 
start on your own. 


Where territories have been divided and assigned, a husband and wife can 
take a child or another church member and make a start without the benefit 
of on-the-job training. If there is no plan in the near future for Territorial 
Assignment in your area, you might simply choose a territory close to where 
you live and “stake your claim”, looking upon it as your “mission” field. 


In many cases you will be visiting names from the church interest file. The 
fact that the name is in the interest file indicates that there has been some 
previous contact through the various outreach activities of the church. Names 
coming to the church for follow-up will fall basically into two categories: 
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1. Persons requesting Bible reading guides or books and literature 
through newspaper ads, Ingathering journals, or any other way. 
These people are expecting you to come and to leave with them 
what they have asked for. It will usually be very easy to give the 
first Bible reading guide to such people. 

2. Persons who have had contact with the church or its programmes 
but who have not specifically requested a visit. These contacts call 
for a friendship visit. Often in these cases it will also be possible to 
leave the first Bible reading guide. 


The background information will usually provide a valuable point of contact 
if in your introduction at the door you mention the person, programme, 
institution, or organisation with which they are already acquainted. 
Depending on the information supplied on the card from the interest file, you 
might say: 


e “We are connected (or associated) with the Voice of Prophecy 
radio program.” 

e “We are connected with the Community Services Centre located 
aC 

e “We are connected with the Five-Day Plan to Stop Smoking.” 

e “We are connected with the Vacation Bible School Evelina 
attended.” 

e “We are connected with the Signs of the Times magazine.” (Have 
a sample copy in your hand.) 


It will help you if you keep in mind a three-fold objective in this first visit: 


1. To establish a personal friendship with the prospect. 

2. To leave a favourable impression in the mind of the prospect. 

3. To pave the way for a return visit in those cases where there is 
evidence of an interest, or the possibility of developing an interest. 


In each visit watch for the appropriate opportunity to share your personal 
testimony and a Bible promise, because this is often the key to opening 
hearts. Usually it will be fitting to offer a brief prayer for the family. Whenever 
possible, leave your Bible study series reading guide No. 1 so you will have 
a reason to return. 


Witnessing for Christ 


Having in mind a simple, clearly defined objective for your visit will help you 
to be relaxed. No wonder some people are nervous about visiting if they 
have in mind on the first visit such objectives as: 


1. To get the prospect to change his religion. 
2. To answer all the prospect's questions. 
3. To convince the prospect that the seventh day is the Sabbath. 


These are certainly not first-visit objectives. First of all, we must win the 
friendship and confidence of the prospect. This alone sometimes requires 
several visits. After establishing this friendship, and often after several studies 
dealing with the plan of salvation and the way to Christ, the next step is to 
lead the prospect to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. Only after this are we ready to deal effectively with answers to 
doctrinal questions and decisions affecting church membership. 


Visiting Media Interests 


Our radio and television programmes do a good job of making friends for 
the Adventist Church. In addition to this, they arouse interest in the message 
of the church through their presentation of that message on the media as well 
as by Bible courses and other literature. 


When visiting television interests, it will prove very worthwhile to have a 
picture of the television speaker in your hand. TV logs are sometimes provided 
and can be used effectively in this way. Recognition of the picture of the 
television speaker will invariably open the door for a good visit. You might 
begin like this, “Hello, I’m Sibongile Khumalo. These are my two friends, 
Mweemba Mwaka and Joy 
Kalilani. We are associated 
with the Hope Channel.” 


If a person seems recep- 
tive, you can proceed: 
“Have you seen the free 
Bible reading guides that 
Pastor (current speaker) 
recommends?” (Hand them 
a sample, such as a VOP 
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Bible study lesson). Then say: “You'll notice this is a list of questions that 
you and | and people everywhere wonder about. You'll notice too that there 
are no answers, but it tells you where to look in your own Bible to find 
the answers. Parents tell us these guides really help them to answer their 
children’s questions about God and the Bible—as well as their own. 


“If you feel these guides would be a benefit to you and your family, we'll be 
happy to leave one with you today and we'll keep you supplied with two 
new ones each week. Pastor (current speaker) suggests that you read them 
with pen or pencil in hand so you can fill in the answers as you do. 


“We could send these in the mail, of course, but two a week seems about 
the number that the average person can enjoy working on. In addition to 
that, people sometimes have questions that the mailman can’t answer. That's 
why Pastor (current speaker) has friendship volunteers like us who deliver 
the reading guides. He likes to have us take a few minutes to go over your 
answers to see if you have any questions. Would this same time next week 
be a good time to bring the next two?” 


During your next conversation, remember F-O-R-T. Use as much of this 
as seems appropriate depending upon the circumstances of the visit. For 
instance, you could weave into your conversation such questions as: Was 
your family watching with you? Did they enjoy the programme, too? How 
many children do you have? What type of work do you do? Is there a church 
in the area that you attend? 


Don't miss an opportunity to share your testimony. In most cases it will be 
natural to end your visit with a short prayer. It is also effective to read a Bible 
promise before offering prayer. The prayer should be short, asking God's 
blessing on the family. Be sure to mention the names of the children in your 


prayer. 


Your follow-up of radio and television programmes will naturally be easier 
and more effective if you personally become acquainted with the programme 
and the materials it offers. You will find it helpful to know that the Voice of 
Prophecy offer free Bible correspondence courses. Requests for Bible reading 
guides are referred back to the local churches. A representative of the local 
church delivers the reading guides (usually two at a time on a weekly basis). 
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This provides opportunity for developing a personal acquaintance with the 
prospect. 


The Gift Bible plan mentioned above is the method of leaving one or two reading 
guides (lessons) each week for the student to study and write in the answers as he looks 
them up in the Bible. On each return visit the team reviews the completed lessons with 
the prospect and leaves new lessons for the ensuing week. The expression Gift Bible 
comes from the practice of providing the student without a Bible with the loan of a Bible 
which becomes his to keep upon completion of the lessons. Pagination for each Bible 
reference in the lessons is provided to harmonise with gift Bibles. 


Chapter 7 


Witnessing to Missionary Magazine Interests 


and Through Outreach Activities 


In chapter six we dealt with witnessing to former members and media 
contacts. In this chapter we want to consider witnessing to those receiving 
our church’s missionary magazines, such as the Signs of the Times, and 
through such outreach activities as invitations to evangelistic meetings, tract 
and CD distribution, DVD or video evangelism, Ingathering evangelism, 
reaching those of other languages and outreach to the handicapped. 


Visiting Those Receiving Our Denominational Magazines 


The approach in visiting those receiving one of our missionary magazines, 
such as the Signs of the Times, can be basically the same as that used in 
visiting media interests. In these visits, it will be helpful to have a copy of the 
magazine in your hand as you go to the door. Your introduction might be 
something like this: “Hello, I'm Sibongile Khumalo. These are my two friends, 
Mweemba and Joy. We are associated with Signs of the Times magazine. | 
understand you receive it each month and we thought we'd drop by and see 
how you're enjoying it.” 


Some questions you might weave into your conversation could include: “How 
long have you been receiving Signs of the Times magazine?” “Do you know 
who sends it to you?” “Are there certain features about the magazine that you 
especially appreciate?” “Have you seen the reading guides recommended 
by the editors of Signs of the Times magazine?” 


Of course, there are many more categories of follow-up visits than those 
we have mentioned. These will include the follow-up of contacts from: 
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Ingathering, cooking schools, Five-Day Plans, the church guest register, 
relatives of Adventist members, etc. In each case you will adapt the 
introduction to identify yourself with that activity or institution of the church 
with which the prospect is already familiar. The F-O-R-T formula will provide 
a conversational back bone for each of these visits. As a matter of fact, the 
visits will be very similar except for the little adaptation in the introduction. 
In every case where you are cordially received and recognise some degree 
of interest, it would be well to introduce the Bible reading guides. There 
should, of course, be no pressure. Always be tactful and courteous. If the 
Bible reading guides are accepted, you will have a reason for returning on 
a weekly basis. These weekly visits will provide an opportunity for you to 
reveal the love of Christ and to build a friendship. There is no better way to 
begin a beautiful soul-winning experience. 


Among the easiest types of visits to make are what we might call “service- 
type visits” or “delivery visits.” This would include delivering a flyer inviting 
people to evangelistic meetings, delivering a radio or TV brochure inviting 
people to listen to or watch a programme, delivering information about a 
Five-Day Plan to Stop Smoking, a cooking school, a Vacation Bible School or 
other church-related activity. 


These visits will usually be very brief contacts at the door. If made with tact 
and courtesy, they will be more effective than having the mailman deliver the 
information. In the course of such visits, it will often be discovered that a lack 
of transportation, uncertainty of how to reach the location, or an unanswered 


DELIVERY VISITS ALLOW FOR PERSONAL CONTACT 
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question about the function will keep someone from attending. By answering 
the question or giving the additional information, the way will possibly be 
opened for someone to respond who, apart from your visit, would not have 
responded. 


Here are some sample approaches: “Hello, I’m Sibongile Khumalo and this 
is my wife, Joan. We received this invitation to a community programme this 
weekend. We're planning to attend and we thought you might enjoy it, too. 
(Hand the person a flyer.) “The speaker is from out of town. He conducts 
these programmes all over the country. Is this something you might enjoy?” 
(If the answer is Yes, proceed). “Would transportation be a problem for you? 
If you need transportation, | would be happy to make a telephone call, right 
now (if you have a cell phone}, and make the necessary arrangements for 
you to be picked up.” Or “My wife and | are planning to go and we'd be 
happy to pick you up and have you ride with us.” 


In the case of a Five-Day Plan, the approach might be: “Hello, we just stopped 
by to leave this announcement of a Five-Day Plan to Stop Smoking. Perhaps 
no one in your house needs this help, but in case you know of someone who 
does, here’s the information that you can pass on to them. Many people have 
been advised by their physician to break the cigarette habit and they will be 
glad to know this help is available.” 


Missionary Magazine Distribution 


A club of missionary magazines, such as the Signs of the Times magazine, 
could be the beginning of a rewarding soul-winning experience for you. The 
delivery of the magazine each month is another service-type visit. It provides 
you with a reason for going back to the same home each month as long as 
the people are willing to accept the magazine. 


Each month you will want to read the journal yourself and become familiar 
with the articles it contains. Depending on whether you are talking to a man 
or woman or teenager, you can point out an article that is most likely to be 
of interest to them. If someone declines the magazine, respect their right to 
do so and do not argue. Someone else in the territory will be glad to have 
it. If you go back each month faithfully to those who accept it, friendships 
will begin to develop. After about three months, a few people will begin 
asking questions which can easily lead to Bible studies. In one year you will 
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have the opportunity for 12 visits to the same home. By that time you will 
have the opportunity to use the transition to the offer of Bible reading guides 
suggested on page 41. Each week visit those who accept the reading guides 
and you will be thrilled as you see interest developing and maturing. 


Ingathering Evangelism 


Ingathering is often thought of as primarily a fund-raising campaign. With 
the right emphasis, however, it can be a most fruitful soul-winning endeavour, 
not just in terms of souls won through the funds solicited, but by virtue of 
prospects which come to light in the process of making these contacts. 


Ingathering is especially successful and enjoyable when the same territory 
is covered by the same team each year. When service-type visits are made 
between Ingathering visits, the returns from Ingathering in terms of souls and 
funds gathered will increase. 


Experienced and successful ingatherers would do well to take one or two 
trainees with them on their visits. The trainees might be new members or 
simply someone who has been timid about tackling Ingathering on his own. 
The visit might go something like this, “Hello, I'm Sibongile Khumalo from 
the Adventist church on Fourth Street. These are my two friends, Joy and 
Mweemba. Each year at this time we call on our neighbours to ask if there 
is anything we can do to help. As you know, we conduct many programmes 
like weight-control clinics, stop-smoking clinics, emergency food, clothing 
and bedding for those hit by disaster, so if ever any such need comes to your 
attention, don’t hesitate to call on us. 


“We appreciate the fact that many in this neighbourhood have joined with 
us in this work in past years by giving their financial support. Whatever you 
might be able to give tonight will be greatly appreciated.” 


Often it will be appropriate to offer a short prayer asking God's blessing on 
the home. As you leave you should draw attention to the Bible course card 
or coupon in the Ingathering magazine. 


Tracts, Books, CDs or DVDs 


Another excellent way of making friends and cultivating interest is by the 
distribution of tracts or the lending of books, CDs and DVDs. The Adventist 
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Book Centres have several series of tracts to choose from as well as many 
books that could be used on a lending library basis in your territory. Stories 
of the mission fields and stories of conversion experiences are especially 
readable. It is usually best to lend smaller books at first that are intensely 
interesting and can be read in a relatively short time. 


An increasing number of homes have CD and DVD players and many people 
who might not take the time to read will listen and watch. Doctrinal and 
devotional messages are available from many of our evangelists, and radio 
and television programmes, as well as at the Adventist Book Centre. 


Some people find an approach like this works well: “Hello, I’m Sibongile 
Khumalo and these are my two friends, Mweemba and Joy. We represent 
a growing group of people in our community who are concerned about 
mind pollution. In other words, we are concerned about the moral content of 
many books and television programmes. If you share this concern, you will 
probably be interested in the free lending library of books, DVDs and CDs. 
Do you have a DVD Player?” (If the answer is Yes, proceed). “Here’s a DVD 
that is a sample of what we have available. I'd like to leave this with you 
for a week. If you enjoy it, we'll be happy to provide you with additional 
similar material on a loan basis. Before we go, let me just make a note of 
your name, address and telephone number so | can locate you next week.” 


Other Language Groups 


Witnessing material including lessons in hard copy and on the internet are 
available in many languages online on websites such the Voice of Prophecy’s 
online Bible school at www.bibleschools.com. 


Outreach to the Handicapped 


In every community we find those who have serious problems in seeing or 
hearing. In addition, there are the physically handicapped. These people, 
too, must be reached with the gospel. As a matter of fact, in reading the New 
Testament, it appears that Jesus had a special concern for the handicapped 
and they were among the most responsive to His ministry. We will find the 
same to be true today if we develop ways and means to reach these special 
groups. 
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THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED, TOO, MUST BE REACHED WITH THE GOSPEL 


At least one person in every church should be encouraged to specialise 
in ministry to these special groups. In most cases the demand will require 
the attention of more than one person, but one person should be given 
the responsibility to become acquainted with the needs and the materials 
available to meet these needs. The gospel commission calls upon us to reach 
everyone with the knowledge of Jesus and His message. This includes those 
who cannot hear or see or walk. 


Chapter 8 


Witnessing Through the 


Community Religious Survey 


We have already considered sources of names to visit. We have discussed 
visiting former members and names originating from the media, missionary 
magazines, literature distribution and Ingathering. The Interest Coordinator 
should have all these names in the interest file. Now we shall consider house- 
to-house visits. 


When names from the prospect file are exhausted, the Community Religious 
Survey is one of several door-to-door approaches that will produce good 
results. Because it is a fruitful source, it deserves more of our attention. We 
are told that “Wherever a church is established, all the members should 
engage actively in missionary work. They should visit every family in the 
neighbourhood and know their spiritual condition.” — Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 
296. The religious-interest survey fits this need, for it provides an opportunity 
to visit every home and enables us to discover the spiritual condition of its 
occupants. 


Some people will readily invite you into their homes; others will not, and in 
these cases you will have to take the survey at the door. While it is preferable 
to take the survey inside the home, this is not absolutely essential. Supplies 
you will need include: 


Survey forms (available in the Appendix of this book). 
Clipboard and pen or pencil. 

The Opinion Please booklet. 

The first lesson of the Bible reading series. Place it under the survey. 
Literature with free offers, to be left where no one is at home. 


ve 
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In your car you should have a supply of such items as Steps to Christ and 
other booklets, DVDs and tracts that you may possibly need if they do not 
take the study guides. (One member of the team can go to the car for these 
if they are needed.) 


A trainer and two associates! —preferably a woman and a man—should go 
to the home together. After ringing the bell, pray silently. The door opens. 
Be very kind. Smile. Greet the people and say: “I am 

With a smile, introduce your companions. Then state, “We are Severity 
day Adventists and have been asked to visit your home to conduct a brief 
religious survey. Thank you for giving us two or three minutes of your time to 
answer these few questions.” Show the survey sheet and begin asking the 
questions on it. Let the people see you fill in the answers to the questionnaire. 
The kind tones of your voice means much. You usually need to move quickly 
at first, watching their attitude carefully. After three or four questions you 
may slow down. If they hesitate, as if searching for an answer, it provides 
an opportunity to help them sense their need. After waiting a brief moment, 
say, “Perhaps you have a question on that” and move right on. As you take 
the survey, try to learn something about the children and the family (F). Then 
you may tell your own occupation (O) and that of your spouse, should she be 
employed, thus opening the door for you to ask them their own occupation. 


Very soon you will have an answer to the questions—Family, Occupation 
and Religion (F.O.R. of the FORT formula). 


After the last question, leave the Opinion Please booklet. This piece of 
literature contains the questions of the survey plus the gospel presentation, 
welLillustrated. (Put your name and address on the leaflet.) Then say, “Thank 
you so much, the survey is over. And now may | speak from my heart?” 
Immediately give your testimony in just three minutes. Mention how important 
it has been to you to follow a systematic Bible course, how much you enjoyed 
discovering God's answers to the main religious issues. Always speak the 
truth. Never use a gimmick. Conclude by saying, “Now | would just like to 
leave you with a Bible promise.” Read one beautiful text from the Bible that 
you selected beforehand. 


Afterwards, say, “You see, God asked His servant to write this promise for 
you and for me, for our encouragement today. And now | would like to 
ask God to bless your home, to protect it from any harm. Let's pray.” Make 
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it a short prayer in which 
you mention the names of 
the members of the family, 
the father’s work, praise 
the Lord for the privilege of 
systematic Bible study, and 
mention how wonderful it is 
to have Jesus in the heart. 
Pray for many blessings 
upon this _ hospitable 
home and ask the Lord 
for another opportunity to 
meet again. 


Then say, “| want to leave 
with you the first reading 
guide for a_ systematic 
study of the Bible. I’m 
sure you will enjoy it. Your 
name again is: (Jot it down). We will be in the area next week. Are you 
usually home about this time? | would like to come back and leave one more 
Bible promise and pray with you again. May God bless you. Goodbye.” 


VisiT EVERY FAMILY IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
AND KNOW THEIR SPIRITUAL CONDITION 


It often happens that upon returning a week later the person will have made 
up his mind that he is not interested in following a Bible reading guide 
programme, and does not wish to maintain contact with you. 


State that you don’t have much time, make inquiry about the different 
members of the family, and then say, “Just let me read you another Bible 
promise and ask God's blessing upon your home. “ Read it and then pray. 


The individual will be relieved when you don't insist on his returning the first 
Bible reading guide with the questions answered. But just before leaving, 
mention that he probably didn’t have time to fill in the blanks in the reading 
guide, and that you will be back with another Bible promise and offer a brief 
prayer asking God to pour out His blessings upon this home. Then leave. 


The reading guides are not the most important consideration. Rather, it is 
giving people time to see how concerned we are for them, how pleased we 
are with their friendship and hospitality. 
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Two or three weeks later you will return. Take time to speak about the family. 
Your visit will be strengthened if you can take along a member of your 
family. Do not overdo expressing your desire for them to fill in the Bible 
reading guide, but create in them a desire to discover God's answers to 
many problems everyone faces daily. Then read one or two Bible texts and 
pray once more. 


Take time to build confidence and friendship and sooner than you think the 
time will come when you can introduce and carry through with regular or 
audio-visual Bible studies. 


An Alternate Approach with the Survey 


Take time to memorise the brief canvass that leads into the survey. And as 
you stand at the door be sure to smile. Here is the canvass: 


“Hello, we're taking a community religious survey. We would appreciate 
it if you would take just a few minutes to give us your opinion on some 
questions. There aren’t many, and you can answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ or ‘No 
opinion,’ whichever best describes your answer.” 


Proceed down the list of questions, recording the responses. Be sure that 
the tone of your voice is kind and that your facial expression is pleasant. 
In some cases as you go through the survey you will see evidence that the 
Holy Spirit is working in the life of the person before you. It is thrilling to see 
people giving serious thought to spiritual matters. One woman, after such 
a survey, said, “Thank you for coming to my house and getting me to think 
about these things.” 


Without question the Holy Spirit can use the survey to turn the current of men’s 
thoughts, “By being social and coming close to the people, you may turn the 
current of their thoughts more readily than by the most able discourse.” — 
Evangelism, p. 437. 


A natural and easy transition can be made from the survey to the offer of 
free Bible study guides in the following way: “Thank you for giving us your 
opinion on these questions. Just before we leave here’s something I'd like 
to have you see.” (Hand the first Bible study guide to the person). “You will 
notice this is really just a list of questions. They are questions that you and | 
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and thinking people everywhere wonder about. You'll notice, too, that there 
aren't any answers, but it does tell you where you can look right in your own 
Bible to find answers to these questions. Thousands of people across the 
country are using these Bible study guides and finding them helpful. Parents 
tell us that they are a great help in answering their children’s questions about 
God and the Bible—as well as their own.” 


“If you feel these free Bible study guides would be of benefit to you and your 
family, we will be happy to leave this one with you today. You will enjoy 
looking up the answers and writing them in the spaces provided. These will 
be yours to keep and they will provide valuable source of reference in the 
future. Would this time next week be a convenient time for us to stop by with 
one or two more? We'll be in the neighbourhood anyway because many 
people are taking advantage of this free offer. If you have questions on the 
subject, we can take time to discuss these as we get together next week. 
Before we leave, I’m going to write down your name and address and a little 
note indicating that we left the first lesson so we will be sure to remember to 
stop by a week from today.” 


If the person has the time, it is often a good idea to look up one or two 
answers before you leave. By doing this, you will be sure they understand 
the procedure and if you get them started they are more likely to complete 
the first lesson. 


As you gain experience, you will soon determine whether it works best for 
you and your prospects to leave one or two Bible study guides on your first 
visit. If you are giving audio-visual Bible studies, one lesson a week is usually 
the limit. The rate of two a week seems to work best for most people on the 
Gift Bible plan, but you should be flexible enough to make exceptions when 
circumstances indicate it. Be sure to determine whether or not the person has 
a Bible. If they do not, you or your church will no doubt be happy to provide 
one of the inexpensive gift Bibles. To provide added incentive for study, it 
is customary to suggest that they can have the use of this Bible while doing 
the study guides and it will be theirs to keep when they have completed the 
series. 


The Bible study guide left in the home will be the basis for a Bible study 
when you come back a week later. By simply going through the lesson in 
question-and-answer style, adding comments and illustrations, and answering 
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questions, you find it relatively easy to give Bible studies and offer the help 
needed. 


The religious survey approach is generally well received. It gives people 
a chance to voice their opinions, and you are taking time to listen. The 
questions are designed to lead people to give thought to spiritual matters. 
At the same time their answers are helping you to recognise those in whose 
hearts the Holy Spirit is working. 


Such a survey will form a valuable gauge to community spiritual needs. “This 
house-to-house labor, searching for souls, hunting for the lost sheep, is the 
most essential work that can be done.” —Ibid., p. 431. 


Most people who participate in the survey will ask no questions. But in order 
that you may feel at ease, here are answers to questions that some may ask: 


1. What is the purpose of this survey? Answer: We are attempting to 
discover the religious opinions of people in the community. (We 
are told it is our duty to learn the spiritual condition of the families 
in our neighbourhood.} 

2. What church is behind this survey? Answer: This survey is being 
conducted by the Seventh-day Adventists as a general community 
interest survey. We are taking it from all groups—church members 
and non-church members alike. We are interested in your opinion. 


Whenever you are asked what organisation you represent, it provides a 
good opportunity to say, “We're Seventh-day Adventist. By the way, do 
you have any friends or relatives who are Adventists?” The answer to your 
question will frequently provide you with helpful information. 


Answer all questions a prospect asks in a pleasant, honest, and forthright 
way. Be sure to smile. 


Whenever you are dealing with more than one person, you should consider 
the possible need for using an individual survey form for each person 
present. This will sometimes prove true of husband and wife who will answer 
the questions differently. 


Between homes or in the car make notations on the survey form of such 
things as estimated age, sex, interest, et cetera, but never make notes where 
the prospect can see you. 
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If you plan to have the results of the survey tabulated and duplicated, you 
may prepare the way for a return visit by asking, “Would you like to have a 
report of this survey when it is completed?” Most people will say ‘Yes’. When 
they do say yes, you can simply say, “Perhaps | should write your name and 
address so that | can be sure you get a copy of the report.” 


Don't offer this information unless you definitely plan to provide this service. 
The return visit should be made within a few weeks of the initial survey. At 
that time a discussion of the report may lead to an opportunity to present the 
Gift Bible Plan, share your personal testimony or simply offer a prayer. Be 
sure to check your records before entering the home, so that you will know 
what you did on the last visit. 


Addresses where no one is at home should be faithfully recorded for back 
calls so that every home can be contacted. You will want to set up a simple 
filing system so that you can save these survey blanks and the information 
they contain. Certainly this is implied in the directive to learn the spiritual 
condition of every family in our territories. After subsequent visits, you can 
use the blank side of the sheet for recording additional information that will 
assist you in loving ministry to these souls. 


Other Types of Surveys 


The survey we have been discussing up to this point will not only lead you to 
those who are willing to pursue the study guides, but will help you to know 
the spiritual condition of those in your territory. Among other surveys that are 
being used effectively are what we might call the SDA Church Survey and a 
Community Services Interest Survey (both are available in the Appendix of 
this book}. The Community Religious Survey is designed to focus on attitudes 
regarding Christ and the Bible. The SDA Church Survey is designed to focus 
on the church and the Bible. It reveals how well our church is known in the 
community and also leads effectively to Bible study openings. 


The Community Services Interest Survey helps to acquaint people with the 
variety of service-type programmes which the church offers to the community. 
With this survey, it is easy and natural to get names, addresses and phone 
numbers from those who are interested in being notified when the particular 
activity in which they have an interest will be offered. This survey will also 
lead you to some who are willing to accept the Bible reading guides or to 
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enter into some other type of Bible study programme. You can experiment 
and find out which survey produces the greatest number of quality prospects 
for you. When you are covering the same territory the second time with 
the survey approach, you will, no doubt, want to use a different survey. 
You can duplicate the survey forms locally and, of course, you can make 
whatever adaptations that seem to work best in your community. Keep in 
mind, however, that if you change the survey and find that it is not being well 
received, it would be a good idea to go back to one of the sample surveys 
which have been used extensively and effectively in many different parts of 
the world. 


Perseverance 


The religious-interest survey can be the first step in discovering the spiritual 
needs of the community. It is, however, only one of many successful 
approaches for use in house-to-house ministry. 


Have you ever wondered, “How is everyone going to be reached with God’s 
last message?” This message is to go “to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people” (Revelation 14:6). But how is this to be accomplished? 


Here is the answer: “It must be largely accomplished by persevering, 
individual effort; by visiting people at their homes.” — Historical Sketches of 
Foreign Missions, p. 150. 


Time is wasting while we experiment with “easier methods” for spreading 
the gospel. God is using the mass-communication media—television, radio, 
and the printed page. But to get a final commitment to Christ, the personal 
contact by a human agent is usually essential. 


God could have left this work for angels to do, but He gave it to us, knowing 
that by having a part in saving others we ourselves would experience life's 
greatest joy. In every neighbourhood there are candidates for eternal life just 
waiting for us to seek them out. 


“My brethren and sisters, there are souls in your neighbourhood who, if 
they were judiciously labored for, would be converted.” —Evangelism, p. 
114. Too often our only problem is that we give up too soon. We must 
learn to persevere. Remember, “If you fail ninety-nine times in a hundred, but 
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succeed in saving the one soul from ruin, you have done a noble deed for 
the Master's cause.” — Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 132. 


Someone is Waiting for You to Come 


As we set out in obedience to the command of Christ, this is what we will 
discover: 


1. Scattered among the general population are individuals who are 
just waiting to be talked to about their souls. There are those who 
are dissatisfied with their present religious experience. Some are 
searching for truth and may even be praying for someone to teach 
them. 


“All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to 
heaven. Prayers and tears and inquiries go up from souls longing 
for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many are on the verge of 
the kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in.” —The Acts of the 
Apostles, p. 109. 


“More people than we think are longing to find the way to 
Christ.”— Gospel Workers, p. 158. 


“Many are waiting to be personally addressed.” —The Desire of 
Ages, p. 141. 


IF YOU FAIL NINETY-NINE TIMES IN A HUNDRED, 
BUT SUCCEED IN SAVING ONE SOUL ... 
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“Hundreds are waiting for the warning to escape for their lives.” — 
Gospel Workers, p. 29. 


We will find these honest, seeking souls if we search for them! 

2. There are many lonely people in every neighbourhood who will 
respond to Christian friendship. 

3. There are many opportunities for medical missionary work, and 
this includes welfare ministry. 


“In describing His earthly mission, Jesus said, The Lord ‘hath 
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me 
to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised.’ Luke 4:18. This was His work. He went about doing 
good and healing all that were oppressed by Satan.” — Steps to 
Christ, p. 11. 


The foregoing statement would indicate that Jesus sought out those 
who realised their need of help. Likewise we are to search for 
those who are responsive to the ministry of the Holy Spirit and 
who hunger for truth. 

4. Christ is a fact of conscience, as well as a historical person. Even 
the most irreligious people have their moments of conviction when 
they can be reached by the gospel. We will find many in so-called 
Christian lands who have thought about their commitment to Christ 
but have never been given a personal invitation to receive Him. 

5. There are those of all faiths who have lost their way and who will 
respond to a personal invitation to get right with God. 


Helpful Tips 
Here are some down-to-earth tips that will be helpful in your witness visiting: 


1. Use a small Bible that can be carried in a purse or pocket. Some 
people are afraid of being preached to and will react unfavourably 
if a Bible is displayed prematurely. It is expected that a woman will 
carry a handbag, but carrying anything else will make your work 
more difficult. 

2. Watch your conversation and deportment as you approach the 
house. Don’t converse with your partner when at the door. The 
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sound of voices through a closed door can annoy or frighten a 
person inside. 

3. Never peek through doors or windows. 

4. If there is no doorbell give five firm knocks on the door. 

5. If you go around to the back do not do it so quietly that someone 

might be caught by surprise and frightened or embarrassed. 

Do not stand too close to the door. 

Smile as you wait for the door to be opened. 

Take half a step back as the door is opened. 

Your introduction might be: “Good afternoon, Mr. Mfune? I’m 

Sibongile Khumalo, and with me are Joy Kalilani and Mweemba 

Mwaka. We're visiting friends of the Voice of Prophecy radio 

programme [or whatever other plan you are representing] in the 

area. You've been taking the Bible course, haven’t you? Would 
you mind if we step in for a few minutes?” 

10. Teams of three can visit effectively in some areas. Wherever this 
is possible the trainer can give on-the-job training to two trainees 
at the same time. 

11. In situations where there would be too many, the trainer can 
alternate the trainees, taking one on each call. 

12. If at all possible, the trainer should sit facing the host and the 
trainees. 

13. The trainees are silent partners once the presentation begins. Their 
eyes should follow the one speaking. 

14. There should be at least one woman in every team of three. 

15. If a trainer takes a husband and wife 
as trainees they must agree to serve 
separately later as trainers; otherwise, 
the feature of multiplication will be 
lost. 


ee nS 


These marks of Christian culture should be kept 
in mind at all times: 


Christ in the heart ‘ ( 
: J 


Pleasant countenance 
Careful grooming 
Appropriate dress 


CAREFUL GROOMING 
IS IMPORTANT 
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¢ No body odours 

© Sweet breath 

© Clean teeth 

© Protective shoes in wet weather—removed at the door 
Something for Everyone to Do 


Church members who have not had the benefit of an extended witness- 
training programme such as will be described in chapter 13, can participate 
in visiting with literature, magazines, and enrolment cards. A brief period of 
instruction pertaining to the specific approach being used will be adequate 
for that type of seed sowing. In every case the literature used should have a 
free offer with a self-addressed tear-off card to encourage a response. It is 
thrilling to see the results of constantly sowing seeds and cultivating a field 
systematically! 


The more constant the seed sowing, the more faithful the cultivation, the 


greater will be the harvest as men and women are confronted with the claims 
of Christ! 


Some churches are using a series of literature visits before attempting to 
present the gospel. Health or temperance literature is often used on the 
first visit or two and offers the opportunity to meet the person’s interest or 
need where it is and if possible lead it to spiritual themes. And again, some 
churches are having success with small literature sales involving many teams 
working an hour or two each week. 


It is recommended that small groups, even two or three families, get together 
in a member's home. After reading some words of inspiration and praying 
together they can go out in teams to work for Jesus. After a couple of hours 
they will return to the home for a brief time of reporting and praise. 


When we sense our responsibility to men and women who live near our 
churches and our homes and begin to work systematically for their salvation, 
we will see results. 


One pastor caught a new vision of his calling while attending a recent General 
Conference Session. He returned to his pastorate saying, “| can no longer 
regard myself simply as the pastor of this church of 150 members. | sense 
now a responsibility to every one of the 4,500 people in this community. 
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And | realise | can’t fulfil this responsibility without the help of my church 
members!” 


May God grant to every pastor such a vision! Ministers and members alike 
must persevere, knowing that God's work will triumph. One of the great 
lessons we need to learn is the lesson of perseverance. We give up too 
easily! 


In one church a new convert was having exceptional success in winning his 
neighbours one by one. He was asked, “How did you come to Christ, and 
what is the secret of your fervour?” Here is his answer: 


“A young couple from the church came to our home with literature. We 
appreciated their visits and read the literature. Finally they brought their 
pastor. He arranged for Bible studies and invited us to church. As a result we 
were later baptised. 


“The year after our baptism we travelled back to your home state to share 
our new-found faith with some of our old friends and neighbours. When we 
went to visit the family who had lived right next door to us all through the 
years we recalled that they had been Seventh-day Adventists for as long as 
we could remember. He was a local elder in the church. | asked them why 
they had never shared their faith with us. The neighbour's excuse was: ‘We 
were afraid it might interfere with our friendship.’ 


“But just think!’ | said to him. ‘Now we can be friends for all eternity!’ 


“| guess that’s the secret of my fervour, I’m sharing my faith with my neighbours 
so that we can be friends for all eternity!” 


' The trainer-trainee relationship is explained in the Instructor's Guide at the end of this 


book. 


Chapter 9 


Witnessing the Way to Christ 


Leading a soul to a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
greatest experience that can ever come to a Christian. God intends that 
every believer should know the unsurpassed joy of this experience of leading 
a soul to Christ. There is a tendency on the part of many of us to think that this 
is something we can never do. In reality, however, leading a soul to Christ is 
simply introducing an earthly friend to a heavenly Friend. _In the light of 
this definition, there are two preliminary steps in soul winning that we should 
consider right now: 


1. Strengthening our own personal acquaintance with Jesus Christ, 
our heavenly Friend. 

2. Developing more friendships among our neighbours, relatives, 
and those with whom we associate at work or at school or in other 
capacities. 


Soul winning is taking the hand of your friend with one hand and the hand 
of Christ with the other and then placing the hand of your friend in the hand 
of Christ. 


“With one hand the workers would take hold of Christ, while with the other 
they would grasp sinners and draw them to the Saviour.” —Evangelism, p. 
293. 


In most cases, a number of visits will be necessary before attempting to lead 
a soul to Christ. A person cannot intelligently and meaningfully accept a 
Saviour whom he doesn’t know. We learn to know Christ through Bible study, 
and often several studies are necessary before a soul can be led to Christ. 
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Before you attempt to probe the intimate area of a person’s relationship with 
God, be sure you have his friendship and confidence. He must sense the 
sincerity of your interest in him. “Go to your neighbors one by one, and 
come close to them till their hearts are warmed by your unselfish interest and 
love.” —Christian Service, p. 116. 


Consider the example of Jesus: “He [Jesus] met them at their daily vocations, 


and manifested an interest in their secular affairs.” —The Desire of Ages, 
p. 151. 


“The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed 
His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. 
Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me.’”—Christian Service, p. 119. 


How to Lead a Soul to Christ 


The gospel presentation found in this chapter is based upon an analysis of 
the book Steps to Christ, which might be summarised under three headings: 


1. Attraction to God 
2. Detachment from sin 
3. Attachment to Christ 


As an aid to memory, these three points are expanded in the “Gospel 
Presentation” section of the following outline. The remainder of this chapter 
is a development of this outline 


Memorisation Outline 
1. Getting Acquainted and Gaining Confidence 
(a) Family 
(b) Occupation 
(c) Religion 


(d) Testimony 
2. Diagnostic Question 
In your opinion, how does one become a Christian? 
3. Gospel Presentation 
(a) The attraction: God is love (1 John 4:8) 
(b) The problem: Sin, separation, death (Romans 3:23) 
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(c}_ The solution: God's gift—forgiveness and life in Christ John 
3:16; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8, 9; 1 John 5:11-13) 

(d) Detachment from sin: Repentance (Romans 2:4) 

(e) Attachment to Christ: Grow up into Christ (Revelation 3:20) 
4. Prayer of Reception 
5. Provisions for Growth 

(a) Bible study 

(b) Prayer 

(c) Fellowship 

(d) Witnessing 


Since it is love that draws men to God, we must reveal His love in all our 
actions. “Approach the people in a persuasive, kindly manner, full of 
cheerfulness and love for Christ.” —Evangelism, p. 444. 


It is a mistake to do all the talking. Let your prospect talk, always keeping 
in mind the purpose of your visit. By beginning the conversation with his 
interests, you can more effectively meet his needs as you move into a 
discussion of spiritual things. 


One young woman complained, “My husband and | have been visiting 
different churches. But every time someone has come to visit us from church, 
they have spent all the time on small talk without ever getting down to serious 
matters. We are looking for a church that will answer our questions.” 


Sometimes we don't give people a chance to let us know what their questions 
and their problems are. A physician would certainly be handicapped in his 
treatment of a patient if he did not take time to listen to the patient's recital of 
his symptoms. Is it different in soul winning? 


“The gospel is to be presented, not as a lifeless theory, but as a living force to 
change the life. God desires that the receivers of His grace shall be witnesses 
to its power. . . . He is not content merely to announce these blessings; He 
presents them in the most attractive way, to excite a desire to possess them.” 
—The Desire of Ages, p. 826. 


You must speak with enthusiasm and joy—not a joy that is assumed for 
the occasion, but an inner radiance that simply refuses to be hidden. “Put 
into your work all the enthusiasm that you can.” —Evangelism, p. 177. 
A Christian should have a pleasant smile and a radiant countenance. But 
again, these should originate from within! 
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We must never give up on a person because to outward appearances he is 
lost. “We are to present the word of life to those whom we may judge to be 
as hopeless subjects as if they were in their graves. Though they may seem 
to be unwilling to hear or to receive the light of truth, without questioning or 
wavering we are to do our part.” — Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 442. 


Never write people off because you think they are spiritually beyond hope. 
Keep in mind, as you evaluate the answers to your questions, that some 
people have difficulty putting into words what they actually believe in their 
hearts, and even what they have experienced. 


In every part of your visit be kind and understanding. Identify with people. 
Pray for humility of spirit, and avoid any attitude of superiority. Never talk 
down to a person. If in answer to some question he reveals a misconception 
of the gospel, you may honestly be able to say, “You know, for a good 
part of my life | felt that way too.” Or you may say, “You know, many 
sincere people have felt as you do.” Then go on and state how you, or how 
many sincere persons, have come to see things differently. You might add, “It 
makes a lot of sense to me. I'd like to know what you think about it.” 


Respect your prospect's opinion. Jesus did this in His conversation with the 
woman of Samaria when He said in effect, “If you knew you had something 
good, you would share it with Me. | have something wonderful, and | want 
to share it with you.” 


Always maintain an optimistic attitude. Expect a favourable response from 
your prospect. “More people than we think are longing to find the way to 
Christ. . . . But many people are sadly ignorant in regard to the plan of 
salvation; they need more instruction upon this all-important subject than any 


other.” — Gospel Worker, p. 158. 


Keep close to your Lord. Ask His Spirit to give you a sense of fitness and 
appropriateness. Ask that you may neither run ahead of your Lord nor delay 
when He wants you to speak. Ordinarily, it will take several visits to establish 
the rapport necessary for an effective presentation of the gospel. Remember, 
however, that, “exceptions prove the rule.” Once in a while you will find a 
person who has been reading and studying and in whose heart the Holy 
Spirit has been working. In such a case, it may be appropriate to give a 
gospel presentation on the first visit if you are prepared to do so. Let the 
Spirit lead. 
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Ordinarily, we recommend reserving the gospel presentation until you feel 
your student has sufficient background to decide intelligently to surrender 
to Christ. It is strongly recommended that this decision for Christ be gained 
before taking up what we speak of as “testing truths” such as the state of the 
dead, the Sabbath, Christian standards, and other matters that may affect 
the person’s lifestyle. On average, the gospel presentation would probably 
be given after four or five regular Bible studies. 


Every Bible study should present the truth as it is in Jesus and should exalt the 
Saviour. Every Bible study should be given against the background of God's 
love and the grace of Jesus Christ. We must not, however, take for granted 
that the accumulated effect of a series of Christcentred Bible studies will 
automatically lead to a meaningful personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 


Such a relationship does not come about automatically any more than does 
a marriage between two individuals who love each other. Somewhere in 
the course of events, there is a question asked and an answer given that 
establishes the decision. Every convert should be provided the opportunity 
of establishing such a point of reference in his relationship with Jesus Christ. 


Ideally, there should be a moment of decision and a prayer of commitment 
that will mark this important milestone in the person’s life. Such a point 
of reference provides stability in the Christian experience similar to the 
experience of engagement as a climax to courtship. We can carry this 
analogy one step further by pointing out that God has made provision for 
a public acknowledgment of this decision through baptism, which might be 
thought of as corresponding to the wedding ceremony which publicly unites 
husband and wife in marriage. 


Four factors that have to do with the response to your presentation are these: 
(1) the extent to which you have won the confidence of the individual; (2) 
the degree of his desire for what Christ has to offer; (3) the amount of his 
knowledge and understanding of the plan of salvation; and (4) the measure 
of his willingness to yield to the Holy Spirit. 


A Diagnostic Question 


One effective way to lead into the presentation of the gospel is by the use 
of a diagnostic question which is a question asked for the purpose of trying 
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to discover whether or not the prospect has a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. If he believes he has such a relationship, you want to find out 
tactfully whether he is depending on his own good works for salvation or 
on the merits of Christ. To find this out you might ask at the appropriate 
moment, “May | ask you a question? In your opinion, how does one become 
a Christian?” 


Most people will have a vague or erroneous idea as to how this is 
accomplished. However, some people will surprise you by their answer. 
You may find yourself in contact with someone who understands the plan 
of redemption and is walking closely with his Lord. When this is the case 
strengthen your rapport with the individual. Rejoice with him, pray with him, 
and pray that the Spirit of God will lead him to complete obedience to God's 
will, including witnessing for Him. 


But it doesn’t usually happen that way. It is much more likely that the person 
you are trying to help has no concrete idea at all of how to become a 
Christian. Or his/her understanding, at some point or other, may be 
completely lacking or definitely in error. 


Perhaps you are 
saying at this point, 
“Wait! | can hand 
out literature or run a 
projector, maybe even 
give a Bible study. But 
| can’t ask a person 
direct questions about 
his relationship with 
Christ. | just can’t do 
it. I'm too shy!” . 


And, of course, you 
have an enemy who 
wants you to think that. 
But shyness, believe it 
or not, is actually an 
asset in witnessing. WITH ONE HAND TAKE HOLD OF CHRIST, 
Shyness will protect WITH THE OTHER GRASP THE SINNER 
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you against being too bold or forward—attitudes that actually repel. A shy 
person is much better received than one who is too forward. You may judge 
from your own experience as to how you have reacted when a person has 
tried to exert undue pressure in influencing you. 


But still more important, shyness, a feeling of inadequacy, protects you 
against the selfdependent, self-sufficient attitude that God simply cannot use. 
It is the person who most deeply feels his need, his inability in his own 
strength to do the work God asks him to do, whom God can use to do great 
things in the finishing of His work! 


Now to return to our main theme: You are in the home. The one for whom 


you are working has just said, “| really don’t know how a person comes to 
Christ.” 


This is your opportunity! 
You might proceed with the presentation that follows. 


Those who wish to memorise the gospel presentation can find help by 
reading it onto a CD. You can then listen to it over and over. 


You will find that in the warmth and inspiration of the occasion with a living 
prospect before you, the Spirit of God will enable you to make the words 
live. He will help you to make them more formal or less formal to fit the person 
before you. He will help you to adjust what you say to the particular needs 
of the individual. He will take the words you have so carefully memorised, 
or are reading from the booklet, and make them live and breathe—so that 
they are no longer a mechanical succession of words, but a Spiritguided 
message that God is giving through you to a soul He wants desperately to 
save. Don’t think that God won't do this for you. He will, if you ask Him—and 
if you expect it! 


The Gospel Presentation 
And so you begin: 


The Bible makes it so plain and so simple. Would you like to have me read 
a few verses of scripture from your Bible [if the prospect has one; otherwise 
use your small pocket Bible]? It won't take long at all. 
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Attraction to God 
You know the Bible says that God is love. That's in 1 John 4:8 [read it]. 


Yet even though God is love, our world is filled with hatred and violence and 
all sorts of suffering. 


You may have wondered how we could reconcile this with the fact that God 
is love. 


Well, you see, God didn’t want a universe full of robots. He created us alll 
with the power of choice. We are free to choose His way or our way. And 
when we choose our way, instead of His, we are questioning His wisdom. 
We are rebelling against Him. And, of course, rebellion—or sin, because 
that’s what it really is—separates us from God, who is the Source of life. As 
long as we are separated from Him we can have no hope of living forever. 
Actually we can never have any real happiness or peace of mind until we 
come to Him and end the separation. 


The Sin Problem 


According to the Bible, every one of us is under the death sentence, because 
every one of us has sinned. That's what it says in Romans 3:23 [read it]. And 
then in Romans 6:23, it says, ‘The wages of sin is death.’ [Read only the first 
part of the verse, or better, quote it.] 


And so we are all doomed to die the second death, from which there is no 
resurrection. 


But God is love. He doesn’t want us to die. Yet what could He do? Well, He 
couldn't set aside His law, because to do so would have meant a universe full 
of chaos. An alternative would have been to provide a substitute—someone 
to die in our place. 


There was only one Person in all the universe—the Son of God Himself—who 
could be a Substitute for all of us. And so you know what He did. [Read John 3:16.] 


The Solution—God’s Gift 


So now we don’t have to die. Now we have a choice. [Read all of Romans 
6:23.] We can choose a life that never ends or a death that never ends. 
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But we can’t earn that never-ending life. We aren't saved by works. We are 
saved by grace. 


[Read Ephesians 2:8, 9.] Grace is pardon, forgiveness, which we don’t 
deserve, which we can’t earn. It's a gift. We receive salvation, that eternal 
life, when we receive Jesus by faith as our Saviour and Substitute. And as 
long as He remains Lord of our lives, as long as we don’t turn away from 
Him, we have that eternal life through Him. It is ours. 


It is a little like a marriage. Ata wedding a man and a woman are united in 
a marriage relationship when they exchange marriage vows. And as long as 
the husband is faithful to his bride, as long as he maintains his vows, he has 
a wife. But it is possible to end that relationship. Just so is the Christian's 
relationship with Christ. As long as we maintain our relationship with Christ, 


we have eternal life. But that life is in Him. If we leave Him we no longer 
have it. [Read 1 John 5:11-13.] 


Our assurance of eternal life, you see, depends on our remaining with Christ. 


There is another aspect of the Christian's relationship to Christ that is also a 
little like marriage. 


Just as a young couple are attracted to each other by love, so love attracts 
us to God. We become attached to Him—you might say married to Him. 
And just as a young man or a young woman gives up any previous romantic 
attachments he or she may have formerly had, so, when we give ourselves 
to Christ, we cut loose from anything that would hinder our relationship with 
Him. We become attached to Christ. And this means we become detached 
from the world. 


Detachment from Sin 


As we see Christ's love for us and feel a responding love in our hearts to Him, 
we will gladly give up anything that might come between us. His love leads 
us to be sorry for anything we have done to wound Him, and to repent—to 
turn completely away from those sins. [Read Romans 2:4.] 


Wouldn't you gladly let go of anything that would separate you from your 
Saviour? | think you would. You can’t help being attracted by the love of 
One who would die for you. And listen—He would have done it even if you 
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were the only one He could win! If you don’t resist Him you are bound to be 
drawn to Him! 


Attachment to Christ 


Jesus has been waiting a long time for you. Listen to what He says here in 
Revelation 3:20 [read it]. 


| can’t help feeling that you would like to open the door and invite Jesus into 
your heart right now while we are here together. Isn’t that true? [If you have 
laid a good foundation, the response will probably be affirmative and you 
can proceed. If it is negative, don’t press unduly for a response. The Spirit of 
God will help you to know what to say.] 


Let's just kneel down together right here. | think we feel closer to the Lord 
that way. [After you and the prospect are on your knees, it will likely be 
appropriate to ask the prospect to pray first. You might suggest] 


Why don't you just pray first and tell the Lord that you are inviting Him into 
your heart? Don’t worry about the words. He will understand. [If the prospect 
hesitates, make the following alternate suggestion:] 


Would you rather just repeat some short sentences after me? [Pause after 
each sentence long enough for him to repeat it.] 


Prayer of Reception 


Dear God, | invite You to take control of my life. [Pause.] | want Jesus to come 
into my heart. [Pause.] | want Him to be my Saviour and my Lord. [Pause.] 
Please forgive my sins. [Pause.] And thank You for giving me eternal life in 
Jesus. [Pause.] Help me to follow and obey Him. [Pause.] In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. [Pause.] 


[Your prayer following his should be very short and simple—thanking God 
for the prospect's decision. ] 


Provision for Growth 


[As you rise from your knees, take the hand of the one who has made a 
commitment to Christ and say something like this:] 
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IT WILL BE A PRIVILEGE TO GUIDE YOUR 
PROSPECT IN A PRAYER OF RECEPTION 


God bless you, brother. Every morning as you begin the day thank God that 
He is willing to live in your heart, enabling you to live the life He wants you 
to live. Take time every day to read something from His Word. Talk to Him 
in prayer—just as you would to a friend. Tell others about what He has done 
for you. And you will find that your relationship with Jesus will grow more 
wonderful every day! 


[At this point be sure to have with you a copy of Steps to Christ. Tell the newly 
committed one how much he will prize it, and call his attention especially to 
these two paragraphs:] 


“But Christ has made a way of escape for us. He lived on earth amid trials 
and temptations such as we have to meet. He lived a sinless life. He died for 
us, and now He offers to take our sins and give us His righteousness. If you 
give yourself to Him, and accept him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your life 
may have been, for His sake you are accounted righteous. Christ's character 
stands in place of your character, and you are accepted before God just as 
if you had not sinned. 


“More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides in your heart by faith. 
You are to maintain this connection with Christ by faith and the continual 
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surrender of your will to Him; and so long as you do this, He will work in 
you to will and to do according to His good pleasure. So you may say, ‘This 
life which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me.’ Galatians 2:20.”—Steps to Christ, 
pp. 62, 63. 


Before leaving the home, introduce the Gift Bible plan and leave the first 
reading guide if the person is not already enrolled in a Bible study program. 
Arrange for regular weekly visits. If it seems advisable, if it is not too early, 
invite him to come as your guest to the pastor's Bible class. If he accepts, 
you should offer transportation and possibly include an invitation to Sabbath 
dinner. Some churches have a fellowship dinner for visitors, and it would be 
perfectly natural to ask him to remain with you for that. 


Now that your prospect has made his commitment to Christ, the next step is to 
work and pray until he becomes a soul winner too! The gospel presentation 
as given in this chapter is being used with good success by countless laymen 
in many parts of the world. As you gain experience, you will no doubt make 
some adaptations to better fit your own personality. However, we would 
sound this word of caution. If the changes you make adversely affect your 
success, it would be wise to return to the original presentation as suggested 
in this chapter. 


Eight Bible texts are used in the suggested presentation. Here are some 
supplemental texts. You might find it helpful to add one or more of these, 
especially in certain cases: 


1. Assurance that Christ will receive anyone who is willing to come 
to Him: “Him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.” (John 
6:37) 

2. Relief from guilt based on Christ’s willingness to forgive all sins 
which are confessed: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
(1 John 1:9) 

3. By receiving Christ we become sons of God: “But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name.” (John 1: 12) 
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4. God's ability to keep the sinner from falling: “Now unto him that is 
able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” (Jude 24) 

5. All have gone astray: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6) 

6. Jesus Christ is God the Son. Only one equal with God could atone 
for the sins of all mankind: “Who [Jesus Christ], being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God” (Philippians 
2:6); “For in him [Jesus Christ] dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily.” (Colossians 2:9) 


Chapter 10 


Witnessing With the Gift Bible Plan 


The Gift Bible plan and method has been used successfully for many years. 
It centres around the use of a set of Bible reading guides such as Discover 
Discussion Guide or any course with fill-in blanks where a Bible is utilised 
to find the answers. It can be used effectively with the religious survey. You 
may want to review the simple method used to introduce the study guides at 
the end of the survey. The Gift Bible Plan can also be used in following up 
almost any interest such as: media, literature, seminar, church visitor, etc. 
Ordinarily, two lessons or reading guides a week are left with the prospect 
who is encouraged to look up the answers in his own Bible or in a gift Bible 
supplied, and write the appropriate answers in the spaces provided in the 
reading guides. 


On the initial contact often just one reading guide is left. Naturally, allowing 
for drop-outs, you will use more of the first three or four lessons. These can 
usually be ordered separately for replacement purposes, so you don’t waste 
an entire set when a prospect drops out after the first one or two lessons. You 
may also obtain permission to copy extras. 


One of the easiest and most effective ways of working this plan is for 
the church member to write the correct answers in his own set of reading 
guides. This provides a natural key to the correct answers. At the time of the 
weekly visit, the prospect and the church member can sit down together and 
compare their answers, alternately reading each question and each answer 
for the purpose of review. Doing this actually constitutes a Bible study and 
yet it is so simple. Rather than the teacher-pupil relationship, the atmosphere 
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is one of learning together. Generally speaking, this serves to set both the 
prospect and the church member at ease. 


In those cases where answers differ, the church member can suggest looking 
up the Bible texts together. As answers are discussed, it is always good to 
try to compliment the student for his thoughts. When he has missed a point, 
you can say something like, “There’s another thought here, too, and that 
is ...” Never say, “This is wrong.” Babes in Christ need gentle care and 
encouragement. After you correct the answers together, they will be pleased 
when you mark it 100%. With the gift Bible reading guide as an outline your 
visit easily becomes a Bible study. 


The completed reading guides remain the property of the prospect for future 
reference. The reading guides should never be taken from the prospect's 
home (except in cases where the visitor is not able to read and someone has 
been designated to correct the lessons). Two new reading guides are left at 
every visit, unless the student is incapable of doing two a week. 


The visit each week provides an opportunity for strengthening the bond of 
friendship between the prospect and church member. If you as a church 
member will provide the warmth of friendship and let the reading guides 
provide the instruction, you will have a powerful soul-winning combination. 


Beginning something new is usually a challenge. People need just a little 
assistance and they can 
then proceed successfully. 
Experience has shown 
that with this plan it is 
most helpful to assist them 
to fill out the first two 
answers. Simply point out 
the texts and questions on 
the study guide and help 
the prospective student 
to find the first Bible text. 
Then you ask the question 
and ask them to read the 
text to find the answer. As CAREFUL SEARCHING OF THE SCRIPTURES 
soon as the text is read, IS ESSENTIAL FOR GROWTH IN CHRIST 
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ask the question again and get the answer from the student. You may need 
to help a bit. As soon as he/she answers, say, “Excellent.” Hand them the 
sheet and say, “Would you mind jotting the brief answer right here?” [point] 
Do the second question and then say, “You see how simple it is? Now you 
are on your way. | know you are really going to enjoy finding the answers 
to life’s great questions in the Bible.” Be sure to urge them to pray for God's 
guidance as they study the Bible and the guides. 


Also, be sure to emphasise that the answers should be brief. Sometimes 
students are prone to write down the whole text, which usually indicates that 
they did not really understand what the answer was. 


You will want to make a definite plan with the student for the weekly return 
visit. If, when you return, you find that the study guides are not filled out you 
may choose to say, “Oh, that is OK. It is a busy life. I’m sure you can have 
them ready by next week.” They will always say, “Yes.” 


If more than one week has passed, and if you feel the person would have 
the time, you could also say, “I have set aside this time just for you. Why 
don’t we review them together?” However, they will retain much more if 
they study and fill in the answers alone than when you are together; you ask 
the questions and they give their answers that they have thought about and 
written down. When you add comments and illustrations to information they 
have prayed about and thought about, you are fortifying their decisions that 
they have arrived at in studying their Bible. This is powerful. 


Be sure to review the decision question at the end of each study guide and 
try to get a decision in every lesson, but don't press too hard and lose the 
study. Maintain the study and increase the friendship. 


If you are providing a free Bible at the beginning, tell them they are welcome 
to mark it and that it will be theirs when they complete the course. 


You may also like to offer them a diploma which will be given when they 
finish the course. If at all possible this should be presented at the church at 
a special graduation service. It is most productive to have the graduation 
at the beginning of an evangelistic meeting or seminar in which the same 
truths of Scripture are reviewed, further clarified and decisions for baptism 
are called for. 
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After a few lessons have been completed it would be nice, if you are able, to 
provide them with a binder in which to keep their study guides. 


It is always helpful to have a box in the car containing tracts and booklets, 
arranged in order, on the various topics presented in the course. You can 
loan these if they are intensely interested in a particular subject, or you can 
see that this would give them the added help needed to understand, accept, 
and ground them in a new truth. The added materials should not be shared 
until after they have studied the subject. One must be careful not to give them 
too much. You need to make sure they have time to concentrate on the study 
guides first. 


Of course you do not want to give them material on future subjects. The 
sequence is important. If they ask questions that can be answered in future 
subjects, say something like this: “That is a very good question. | could 
answer it in brief, but | am sure you would want a complete answer from 
God's Word. You will be happy to know that we will study that clearly in a 
study guide in the near future.” Remember, it is very easy to lose a Bible 
study by answering questions that they do not yet have the background to 
understand clearly and accept. 


God will richly bless you as you participate in this time-proven, mosteffective 
plan, often referred to as the “Gift Bible Plan.” 


Chapter 11 


Witnessing in Spite of Obstacles 


Dealing with special situations 


Life does not follow a textbook. It refuses to be programmed. Each visit you 
make will in some respect be different from all the others. Each will have 
its own challenges. You should be prepared for as many of these special 
situations as possible. The Holy Spirit will guide in meeting the rest. 


1. Interruptions. If the television set is on, you can often succeed in 
getting it turned down or off by asking, “Were you watching your 
favourite programme?” If this doesn’t work, you might just politely 
ask, “Could we turn the TV down for just a few minutes?” Usually 
the prospect will then turn it off—which is desirable, because even 
the picture without the sound can be very distracting. 


TRY TO KEEP INTERRUPTIONS TO A MINIMUM 
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When a baby needs attention or something on the stove needs 
stirring, one of the trainees can usually take care of it. If children 
are causing a disturbance, one of the team members can take 
them into a separate room and entertain them with stories. If the 
housewife was working in the kitchen at the time of your arrival, 
inquire whether anything on the stove needs attention before you 
begin. If it is near mealtime, or if the husband has to leave for 
work soon, try to discover how much time your prospect has. This 
will be a factor in determining the length of your visit—or whether 
or not it is an appropriate time for a visit. 

In a decision visit, if one person in a home desires to hear the 
gospel and another is evidently not interested, one of the trainees 
can help by asking the uninterested one whether he would show 
him the yard or workshop. Or they can visit in another room. In 
the case of a Bible study, however, every effort should be made 
to include the entire family in the study. Whatever the occasion, 
the trainees should be alert for every opportunity to make it 
possible for the trainer to proceed with his presentation, without 
interruption. 

2. Objections.' “If God is a God of love, why is there so much war 
and suffering in the world? Why doesn’t He do something about 
it?” This is one of the objections that might come up as you begin 
your presentation of the gospel. The basic answer, of course, is 
that man misused the freedom of choice that God gave him. War 
and suffering are a result of sin. And God is allowing the evil 
consequences of sin to be demonstrated so that all can understand. 


Try to determine whether or not the objection is sincere. Some 
objections are merely a decoy to divert attention from the principal 
issue of salvation. In either case the objection should be dealt 
with calmly and respectfully, and as briefly as possible. Always 
bring your prospect back to the central issues as gracefully and as 
quickly as you can. 


We can learn a lesson from the way Jesus dealt with the woman 
at the well. Feeling the discomfort of conviction, she attempted 
to change the subject. She said, “Our fathers worshiped in this 
mountain; and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship” (John 4:20, NASB). 
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But Jesus refused to be diverted or drawn into any controversy. He 
let her talk for a bit—until she mentioned the Messiah. Then He 
used her mention of the Messiah to get her back to the real issue. 


Occasionally you will meet a talkative person who will not give you 
a chance to get down to the purpose of your visit. You will need 
to discover tactful ways of handling this challenge. A good way 
to steer the conversation back to the subject is to ask a question 
that interrupts the narrative. This may give you an opportunity to 
regain control and to guide the discussion in the desired direction. 
Be careful, however. A person who really wants to tell you 
something and is not permitted to, may react unfavourably to your 
visit. Always try to be aware of how you would feel if your roles 
were reversed. 

3. Questions. “Why do you keep Saturday instead of Sunday?” 
When this or other questions related to our distinctive doctrines 
are asked, there is a temptation to be diverted from our mission of 
presenting the gospel. It would be easy to settle into a controversial 
Bible study—and maybe even end in an argument. 


Sometimes you can make available a book or booklet on the 
subject in question. And you can also use the question, a little 
later, to create interest in the Gift Bible study plan. Deal with the 
question as briefly as you can, and get back to the main subject— 
the salvation of man’s soul. 


Don't let anything get you off the track. Explain that that is a most 
interesting question, and that it is closely related, as a part of the 
law of God to the subject of salvation by grace. Say that it is also 
involved in some of the important Bible prophecies of the future. 
But explain that some Bible background is needed for a study of 
those subjects. If you have not already done so, introduce the 
Gift Bible plan at this point. But get back to your subject. Get the 
commitment to Christ first. A committed Christian will be willing to 
believe and follow truth. 


“You should not feel it your duty to introduce arguments upon the 
Sabbath question as you meet the people. If persons mention the 
subject, tell them that this is not your burden now. But when they 
surrender heart and mind and will to God, they are then prepared 
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candidly to weigh evidence in regard to these solemn, testing 
truths.” —Evangelism, p. 485. 

4. Presenting the gospel to a group. It is usually best to present 
the gospel to one person alone or to a family unit. A commitment 
to Christ is an individual decision, and it is better if there are no 
distractions or outside influences. 


If you are dealing with a husband and wife or an entire family 
together, keep in mind that each person must be respected and 
dealt with as an individual. In asking questions give each one 
an opportunity to express themselves. In giving the invitation it 
is well to begin with the one who is the most interested. Or, from 
the standpoint of respect, it is best to begin with the head of the 
household. This will especially prove to your advantage, of course, 
when the head of the house is the one most interested. Invite the 
husband first, as head of the house and the leader in the home, 
to open his heart to Jesus. Next give the invitation to his wife and 
then to the children in order of their ages. 


When one member of the family seems less interested than 
another, try to bring his interest up to the level of his companion’s 
by showing him special attention. Sometimes a difference in 
background, knowledge, or personality accounts for the apparent 
lack of interest. 


Mr. Mzembi had become interested in the church through reading. 
He requested a visit. The visitor went to his home several times and 
prepared Mr. Mzembi for baptism. But he paid little attention to Mrs. 
Mzembi. After all, it was Mr. Mzembi who had requested the visit, 
and he had mentioned that his wife was member of another church. 


After Mr. Mzembi’s baptism his wife became hostile toward him. 
An alert personal worker, recognising symptoms that he had 
seen before, asked Mrs. Mzembi whether she would like to be 
baptised. She was baptised the next Sabbath. She had listened to 
all the Bible studies, but no one had invited her to take her stand. 
She was hurt by the neglect, and the hurt had manifested itself in 
hostility. 

One minister tells how a pastor gave studies to his mother and 
him in the living room while his father and younger brothers sat in 
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the kitchen and listened. It wasn’t until years later that the father 
mentioned a certain study and said that was the day he decided 
not to join the church. No one dreamed that he had even been 
considering such a step. If the pastor had drawn him into the 
group he might have been able to answer his questions and win a 
decision. And with a little personal attention the younger brothers 
might also be members of the church today. Don’t overlook any 
members of a family or a group. 
5. Presenting the gospel to close friends or relatives. 
Sometimes those closest to us are the most difficult to reach. But 
here are some suggestions: 
¢ In a natural way include the Lord in your conversation. “The 
Lord has been much better to me than | deserve.” 

e Avoid a “holier than thou” attitude. 

¢ Ask questions that take your relatives into confidence. Share 
some witnessing experience with them. Tell them how you 
handled a difficult situation. Ask them whether they could 
suggest a better way. 

¢ Don't say, “My whole life has changed” —if it hasn‘t. They 
perhaps know how you have changed and how you haven't. 

® Talk about the joy that Christ has brought into your life. 

¢ Try to create a thirst for the things of God. But do not force 
religion on those who do not want it. People do not like to be 
preached to. Rather, watch for those occasions when they ask 
a question or in some way indicate that they are ready to talk. 

¢ Share spiritual discoveries with them. Tell them about special 
answers to prayer or actual miracles that you have experienced 
or witnessed. 

e¢ Never criticise, condemn, or argue. 

e Never use a Bible text that condemns their actions. Use texts 
that exalt Christ. 

6. Presenting the gospel to a former member. No experience 
is more rewarding than helping a former member find his/her way 
back to Christ and the church. When we remember Christ's love 
for the backslider it will be easy and natural to feel the same way 
toward those who have wandered. Here are general principles to 
keep in mind in working with former members: 
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¢ Never scold or condemn. 

© Never defend or take sides. 

¢ Apologise for the hurts of the past and ask for a chance to 
make up for the heartache that was caused. 

e Admit that church members sometimes make mistakes, but 
remind them that God does not. He is always fair and just. 

¢ We can learn a valuable lesson on how to deal with a former 
member from the following: “I talked to him just as though 
he were with us. ‘Now,’ | said, ‘we are going to help you 
to begin to work for your neighbours. | want to make you a 
present of some books.’” — Evangelism, p. 451. 


Always consider the factor of human pride. The road back is hard 
enough at best. We do not have to make it any harder. Love is the 
key to winning backsliders, just as with anyone else. 

Most former members need a true conversion experience and 
the assurance that God has accepted them. Use the gospel 
presentation in the normal way. 

7. Presenting the gospel to youth. When you can talk to a 
youth alone, you will usually find him/her most responsive to a 
presentation of the gospel. Youth can work effectively for other 
youth. However, a person of any age can work for youth, provided 
they are sincere. Youth quickly distinguish between the genuine 
and the artificial. And they are especially impressed with evidence 
that the gospel “works” in the lives of other young people. In 
talking to youth, try to use illustrations meaningful to them. 

8. Dealing with an atheist. The atheists say that they do not 
believe in God. Often they are troubled about the problem of 
human suffering and find difficulty in reconciling this with the 
concept of a loving God. 


Don't argue with them. Try to gain their friendship and confidence. 
Your personal testimony may help them if you can present a 
positive account of how God has answered your questions and 
doubts and helped you to believe. Talk about the change that this 
has made in your life. Positive affirmation will accomplish far more 
than argument. 

9. Dealing with an agnostic. The agnostics say they cannot know 
whether there is a God or not. Use an approach similar to that 
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used with an atheist. In both cases it is possible they have never 
really understood the gospel message. It may be a false concept 
of God that they are rejecting, and they may respond favourably 
when this misconception is cleared up. Therefore, when you can 
gain the confidence of such an individual it is appropriate to give 
a gospel presentation. Even in the case of the agnostic, the infidel, 
or the atheist it is true that the “wonderful love of Christ will melt 
and subdue hearts.” — The Desire of Ages, p. 826. 


Another approach with an atheist and an agnostic is to throw out 
a challenge to them like the following: 


| want to challenge you to conduct a simple experiment for just one 
month. Take a little time each day to be all by yourself and ask 
God, if He exists, to reveal Himself to you in some way. You don’t 
need to tell anybody else what you are doing so you have nothing 
at all to lose. If nothing happens, you’re right where you are at 
present, not knowing if God exists or not. On the other hand, this 
might open up for you an entirely new way of life. 


An important principle in soul-winning is never to argue. Knowing 
that the evidence is in your favour can make this an area of 
temptation, especially to some people. But remember these words 
of wisdom: “Often, as you seek to present the truth, opposition 
will be aroused; but if you seek to meet the opposition with 
argument you will only multiply it, and that you cannot afford to 
do. Hold to the affirmative. Angels of God are watching you, 
and they understand how to impress those whose opposition you 
refuse to meet with argument. Dwell not on the negative points of 
questions that arise, but gather to your minds affirmative truths, 
and fasten them there by much study and earnest prayer and heart 
consecration.” — Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 147, 148. 


“The Saviour knew that no argument, however logical, would 
melt hard hearts, or break through the crust of worldliness and 
selfishness. He knew ... that the gospel would be effective only as 
it was proclaimed by hearts made warm and lips made eloquent 
by a living knowledge of Him who is the way, the truth, and the 
life.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 31. 
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That there is an approach far superior to argument is emphasised 
in the following statement: 


“Seek to awaken their interest in the great things of eternal life. 
Their hearts may be as hard as the beaten highway, and apparently 
it may be a useless effort to present the Saviour to them; but while 
logic may fail to move, and argument be powerless to convince, 
the love of Christ, revealed in personal ministry, may soften the 
stony heart, so that the seed of truth can take root.” —Gospel 
Workers, p. 185. 

10. Working for the spiritually illiterate. !n our materialistic, 
secular society we find more and more people who say they 
believe in God and the Bible but who have no clear concept or 
understanding of even the most elementary facts of the gospel. 


You need to build a solid foundation for real commitment of the 
life to Christ. Start this person on a study of the basics of the 
plan of salvation by using the Gift Bible lessons. Give the gospel 
presentation when the individual reaches the lesson on conversion. 
Ask them at that time to make a personal decision to receive Christ. 
They have already studied about the entrance of sin, what sin is, 
God's cure for sin, and what Christ did to save him. They can now 
reach out and commit their life intelligently to Christ. 

11.Working for the nominal Christian. The nominal Christian 
is probably favourably disposed toward both the Bible and 
Christ. They may or may not feel their need of a deeper spiritual 
experience. You may want to lead this person directly to Christ 
by a presentation of the gospel. With their background they 
may be ready to make a wholehearted commitment of their life 
to Christ. If you are able to lead them to a total surrender of 
their life to Christ you should, of course, enrol them in a systematic 
Bible study programme so that they may grow in their Christian 
experience. 

12.Working with the born-again Christian. Here is a person 
who knows Christ as their Saviour and is living up to the light that 
they have. They have experienced a new life in Christ but lack full 
understanding of the truth of God. 
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Accept their profession as sincere. Share with them your testimony 
so that they will realise that you also know Jesus as your Lord 
and Saviour. Then tell them that you have a study programme 
that will enable them to share God's whole plan with others. Get 
them started on the Gift Bible lessons and guide them through 
systematic Bible study into a fuller knowledge of truth. 


Personal Consecration 


The challenge to the Christian worker is to live so close to Christ that He, 
through the Holy Spirit, can impress you as to when is the best time to lead 
that particular person to Him. Be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit 
and the needs of the prospect. 


Remember that training is important. It is a delicate art to win souls to Christ. 
And you need to be prepared. But no amount of training, no amount of 
preparation in techniques of presenting Christ, can possibly make you a 
success unless you know Christ for yourself. You cannot possibly share what 
you do not have. If your presentation is mechanical, simply something you 
have learned, people will be quick to detect it. If your life really reflects 
Christ, then men and women will be drawn. If it does not, then they will 
quickly decide that you have nothing to offer them. People are turning away 
from cold formality. They want a religious experience that lives and breathes. 
If people see Christ in all His beauty they will gladly follow Him into all truth. 
Jesus said, “And |, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” 


ohn 12:32). 


Remember these words: “The Saviour knew ... that the gospel would be 
effective only as it was proclaimed by hearts made warm and lips made 
eloquent by a living knowledge of Him who is the way, the truth, and the 
life.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 31. 


It isn’t training that will make your lips eloquent as you go out into the homes; 
it's knowing the Saviour. You may spend months in training. It may be ever 
so careful and detailed. But if you go out without the love of Jesus burning in 
your heart you go unprepared. 


The servant of the Lord said, “O, if you would go to the lost, and let your 
heart break before them, we should see a work similar to that which was 


done in 1844”.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, March 19, 1889. 
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But a work like that isn’t learned from books or classes. It comes from first- 
hand contact with the living Christ! 


The closer you come to Jesus, the more inadequate you will feel. It is not 
self-confidence that will qualify you for winning men and women to Christ. 
It is utter dependence on Christ and the Holy Spirit. It is when you feel your 
nothingness that God can do great things through you. The secret of your 
success is in these words: 


“All who engage in ministry are God's helping hand. They are co-workers 
with the angels; rather, they are the human agencies through whom the 
angels accomplish their mission. Angels speak through their voices, and 
work by their hands. And the human workers, co-operating with heavenly 
agencies, have the benefit of their education and experience. As a means 
of education, what ‘university course’ can equal this?” — Education, p. 271. 


The Use of Illustrations 


As you gain experience in witness visiting you will gather effective illustrations 
that will help you to make your message clearer. Here, to start with, are a 
few that others are using: 


1. To illustrate 1 John 5:11. Let the Bible represent Jesus and 

let a piece of paper currency represent eternal life. Place the bill 
in the Bible and extend it toward 
a person with whom you are 
talking. He/she cannot have one 
without the other. In order to get 
the money they must accept the 
Bible. In order to have eternal life 
they must accept Christ. “This life 
is in his Son.” 


(Later, when you are studying 
the law of God, you can use 
the same illustration in a slightly 
different way. There are people 
who would gladly accept Christ, 
PLACE THE PAPER MONEY IN THE BIBLE but they do not want the law. But 
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Jesus says in Psalm 40:8, “Thy law is within my heart.” The Bible 
represents Jesus. The piece of paper placed in the Bible represents 
the law. It is in his heart. Can anyone possibly accept Christ 
without getting the law, too?) 

To illustrate Revelation 3:20. The door, before which Christ 
stands waiting, in Holman Hunt's famous painting?, has no knob 
or latch on the outside. It must be opened from within. He will 
never force His way in. He will never enter without an invitation. 
Instead, He patiently waits for you to invite Him in. 

To illustrate John 3:16 and Isaiah 53:4-6. Invite your 
prospect to read his/her own name in place of “whosever,” “the 
world,” “we,” “our,” etc. 

To illustrate Romans 3:23. We all come short of reaching 
God's ideal by our own righteousness. But the cross of Jesus builds 
a bridge. This can be illustrated by a simple line of drawing. Just 
draw two horizontal lines, one quite a bit above the other. The 
upper line is where God is. The lower line is where we are. Then 
draw a cross that touches both lines. 

To illustrate Jude 24. Many people hesitate to begin the 
Christian life for fear of failure. Read the text and illustrate it by 
using an open penknife or pencil. Hold it vertically with the point 
on a book. Ask, “Do you think the knife will stand like this?” You 
will probably get a negative response. Then you say, “Well, it is. It 
is standing because | am holding it—just as God promises to hold 
you.” 

To illustrate 2 Peter 3:9. God is not willing that any should 
perish. A father learned to understand God's love as he walked 
the floor night after night trying to comfort his three-month-old 
baby suffering from colic. One night he told God he would make 
a deal with Him. (Bargaining with God, making deals with Him, 
isn't such a good idea. But this is what happened.) He told God 
that if He would just let him have that little baby’s stomach-ache, 
and take it away from her, he would gladly suffer in her place. 
Then suddenly it dawned on him that God felt exactly that way 
about him. God was willing to take his sins and bear them Himself 
so that he might not have to suffer and die. 


2 


3 


4 
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7. To illustrate the transfer of dependence from my 
righteousness to Christ’s righteousness. Let the chair in 
which I'm sitting represent my righteousness and another chair 
nearby represent the righteousness of Christ. | can praise and 
extol the other “chair” without resting in it. When | say, “Thank 
you, Lord, for the gift of eternal life,” and move into the chair 
representing Christ, | transfer my dependence from my life to his 
life—my righteousness to His righteousness. | am now “in Him,” 
and in the judgment God will see His perfect record in place of my 
record, with its mixture of good deeds and sins. Isaiah 64:6 can 
be used to show that our righteousness is not enough. We must 
have His righteousness. 


For an extensive list of answers to objections see Appendix, pages 166 -167. 


Holman Hunt (1827-1910) was an English painter. His famous painting, depicting the 
figure of Jesus preparing to knock on an overgrown and long-unopened door, is known 


as “The Light of the World”. 


Chapter 12 


Witnessing to Gain Decisions 


An often overlooked sign of the nearness of Christ's return is the great number 
of men and women who are in the valley of decision. It is not uncommon to 
hear people say, “If | ever join a church, it will be the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.” Often, these are people who have had Bible studies or some other 
favourable contact with our teachings. They believe our message, but have 
not made a personal decision to accept it and the Christ of the message. 
The prophet Joel said indecision would be one of the signs of the last days: 
“Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision” (Joel 3:14). 


How can we become more successful in leading men and women to make 
a favourable decision for Christ and His message? Here are some principles 
to keep in mind: 


1. Ask for a decision on the material presented at the end of every 
study. It is unrealistic to expect a favourable decision at the 
conclusion of the studies if you have not obtained progressive 
decisions at each step along the way. 

2. Encourage your student to put into practice each new duty as it 
unfolds. Light that is not followed turns to darkness. 

3. Do not ask for a major decision until your prospect has sufficient 
information to enable him/her to make an intelligent decision. 

4. Call for a decision when you see evidence of conviction. Learn to 
recognise decision signals like the following: 
¢ Would | have to quit going to the movies? 
¢ What if my husband wouldn't let me tithe? 
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© = What if | can’t get Sabbath off? 
¢ What would my neighbours say? 


Each one of these questions reveals that the person has been contemplating 
a decision and is already considering the consequences of that decision. 
This is the time to ask for a decision. 


1. Ask for a decision on the basis of a choice between two alternatives: 
“We are planning a baptism on the 15th and one on the 29th. 
Which would be better for you?” 

Expect a favourable decision. 

Determine the specific obstacles to decision. 

Clear away the obstacles. 

Ask for a decision. 


SP Se 


Conviction 


“When the plain, cutting truth of the Bible is presented before them, it 
comes directly across long-cherished desires and confirmed habits. They are 
convicted, and then itis that they specially need your counsel, encouragement, 
and prayer. Many a precious soul balances for a time, and then takes his 
position on the side of error, because he does not have this personal effort at 
the right time.” —Evangelism, pp. 424, 425. 


When the truth from God’s Word comes to the attention of individuals living 
out of harmony with God's will, they are at first perplexed. As new light 
increases, they see that what they once believed is contrary to God's law. 
As the evidence accumulates, their perplexity grows, and emotional factors 
may be involved. 


They are confronted with making a decision. To do God's will requires 
changes, some major ones, perhaps. They ask themselves, “Shall | change 
my beliefs and ways to conform to these truths? To do so means changing 
my habits of living, friends, church, and work. Or shall | just forget about 
this new light and go on as | have been?” The one in the valley of decision 
desperately feels the need of help. They are receptive to suggestions from one 
whom they can trust, one whom they feel understands and has their interests 
at heart. This is why we need to build friendship, establish confidence, and 
win hearts. We are God's helping hands. 
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At this point what will help the student 
is “special, close, and pointed 
appeals ... to lay down the weapons 
of [his] warfare and take [his] position 
on the Lord's side.” — Testimonies, vol. 
1, p. 646. 


These appeals should come at 
the right time, when the weight of 
evidence is sufficient for an intelligent 
decision. “If words are not spoken at 
the right moment, calling for decision 
from the weight of evidence already 
presented, the convicted ones pass 
on without identifying themselves with 
Christ, the golden opportunity passes, 
and they have not yielded, and they 
go farther and farther away from the 
truth.” — Evangelism, p. 283. LeET’S GET DECISIONS 


So our part is to make sincere, tactful appeals at the right time. After each 
study make a special appeal, according to the subject presented. God's 
wonderful promises, our own experience in finding peace and happiness, 
the experiences of others, the great reward of doing right, may all be cited 
in making appeals. Remember, we are God's instruments. By His Spirit He 
Himself is working mightily upon the student's heart. 


Appealing for a Decision to Accept Christ 


This is the first decision, the most important one to be made. How can we 
speak about God's commandments, about abandoning vices, a life of sin, if 
our prospect does not first accept Jesus as his/her personal Saviour? In every 
life Jesus provides the motivation to be willing to accept His Word and to 
follow His footsteps. With Jesus, every change is possible. 


This appeal could be made very appropriately when reading guides on the 
subject are presented. Should the study of this reading guide not result in a 
complete commitment to Jesus, be ready to repeat the gospel presentation at 
any time. God's Spirit will impress you as to the most appropriate moment. 
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It is suggested that for a second presentation of the gospel you faithfully 
follow the one found in Chapter 9 of this book. Many like to use the Opinion 
Please booklet in giving the gospel presentation. It should be very clear that 
in order for the gospel presentation to work successfully in the minds and 
the hearts of your prospects, a friendly relationship and mutual confidence 
should have been built up. To reach this point of mutual trust, it may take a 
few minutes, an hour, or it may involve several visits. Do not be discouraged 
if after the gospel presentation your new friends do not react as expected. 


After building up a closer relationship with them, a second presentation of 
the gospel will be more likely to bring them to a full commitment to Christ. 


After studying the gospel presentation, remember to leave with the person 
the special little Opinion Please booklet if available. It is impressive and 
well-illustrated. 


Steps to Gaining Decisions for Truth 


1. Teach the whole message yourself. Don’t invite your pastor 
to give the Bible study on tithe or the Spirit of Prophecy. Should 
you have difficulties in presenting these or other topics, go to see 
your pastor. Ask him to teach the specific Bible study to you. And 
then you in turn teach it for him until he is satisfied with your 
presentation. Your pastor is your trainer. He will demonstrate to 
you how to proceed with your Bible study. Better still, ask the 
pastor if you may accompany him as an observer at some of his 
Bible studies. This is real in-service training. Then you will be able 
to go to your prospect and present an effective Bible study. Every 
church member should become expert in presenting the cardinal 
Bible truths. 

2. Teach with conviction. Much depends upon the attitude of the 
lay worker in the matter of helping the student to make decisions. 
When the layman really believes in what he is doing, there will be 
such an earnestness and holy zeal characterizing his work, that 
success is assured. 

3. Gain progressive assent. Ultimate acceptance of the full 
message of truth depends upon progressive decision resulting 
from well-organised instruction. All along the way the truth- 


4. 


6. 


7. 
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seeker should be making 
important decisions so the 
testing truths will call for 
one more decision. Should 
a prospect not believe in the 
authenticity and inspiration 
of the Scriptures, how will he 
surrender himself to Jesus and 
obey His commandments? 
Studies should be given, 
prophecies should be 
explained in the light of 
history and archaeology 
until the prospect sees that 
the Bible is not just one more 
good book but the Book, 
undoubtedly different from 


all others and written under 
divine guidance. SECURE SURRENDER TO CHRIST FIRST 


Secure surrender to Christ first. Secure surrender to Christ 
before pressing for a decision for doctrinal truth. This is the first 
and the most important decision that ought to be made. All others 
will be dependent upon this one. 

Visit in the home. Deal with the family’s problems. Should you 
feel that there is a problem hindering a family’s progress, don’t 
shirk responsibility. Pray about it with the family, and the Lord will 
give victory. Should the head of the family work on Sabbath and 
fear that he will lose his employment, why not pray and help him 
find another job? The Lord may give him a better job, according 
to his faith. 

Impress the urgency of obedience. The triple alliance 
against decision for Christ and His word—delay, procrastination 
and indecision—gravely threatens soul-winning success. Picture 
heaven as such a desirable place that the investment of heart, 
talent, time and life in it will pay eternal dividends. 

Cite your own experience. If you have not had an experience 
of your own similar to some specific decision at hand—to stop 
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smoking or drinking alcohol for example—invite a member of your 
church who has had such an experience to come and be a part of 
the Bible studies. This will encourage your student. 


Example: You are giving Bible studies to a family. The man works 
at a cigarette factory, and he smokes. You know it will be a 
struggle for him to stop smoking and also to find another job. You 
know a church member who once worked in such a factory. You 
invite him to join your Bible study group, and be introduced as a 
friend of yours. He should be part of the study group at least three 
weeks before he gives his specific testimony. On your fourth visit 
you speak about the body being the temple of God and how it is 
affected by habits, and especially by smoking. By the end of the 
study when you make a call, the student says, “You know, | smoke 
and enjoy it. | cannot see how | can quit. | know it is a bad habit, 
but what can | do? And besides, as you know, | work in a cigarette 
factory. My family and | depend upon my work in this plant. In this 
time of financial depression (or inflation or high unemployment), it 
is impossible for me to think about finding another job.” 


Then your accompanying friend will ask permission to speak. 
He will tell about his experiences when he worked in a cigarette 
factory and also was a smoker. He explains how he became a 
part of a Five-Day Plan to Stop Smoking, how glad he is that he 
quit smoking, how wonderful his life is now, and how his health 
has improved. He may explain that he prayed to the Lord and 
asked Him to find him a new job, because of the incongruity of 
a Christian working in a cigarette factory. Every day he and his 
family prayed around the family altar, and he asked his friends 
also to pray for him. About 15 days later he had a phone call. 
Someone who knew he was looking for another job gave him 
the address of a company looking for an employee. He went, 
was hired and today he has a better income than he would have 
received had he stayed with his old job. “Yes,” he says, “the Lord 
answered my prayer, and | know the Lord will answer yours. 
Decide to be part of a Five-Day Stop Smoking Plan, and start 
looking for another job. My experience may become yours.” 


lt is very important to use the personal experience of our church 
members in helping those to whom we are giving systematic Bible 
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studies to reach decisions. Is it possible to argue with a testimony? 
We should anticipate the objections in advance; and, with God's 
Spirit leading, seek a plan for removing the obstacles, and for 
finding the answers. 


Let God’s Word answer excuses. Example: Bible studies are 
given in a home. The one on the Sabbath has just been presented 
and when the call is made the answer is, “Yes, | admit that the 
fourth commandment is just as important as the other nine. And 
| agree that the seventh day is the Lord’s day. But | don’t see 
how | can manage to be free from my job on Saturdays. As you 
know, | have a family to look after. We are in a time of economic 
crisis. | will just have to wait and see what happens. But for now 
| just cannot see how | can find another job or quit working on 
Saturdays and still care for my family and manage my finances.” 


Don't argue. Just say, “The Lord certainly has an answer. Trust 
Him. He will never ask us to do the impossible.” Then pray and 
leave. 


A week later you present the regular Bible study, but make it a 
litle shorter. After the appeal you may say, “You know, during 
this week | was reading the gospel of Matthew in my personal 
meditation (provided you have done so}. Several verses struck 
me and | am wondering if you could do me a favour and read 
Matthew 6:24-32, and tell me how you understand these words of 
Jesus.” 

The prospect will read the verses and start to explain that as God 
takes care of birds and the flowers, He will ... Then he may stop 
and smile and say, “Did you choose this chapter because of me?” 


Answer: “Well, as | said, when | read this chapter and God's 
promises, yes, | thought of you, and wondered if you would 
interpret these words the same as | did. | can see that you do. 
The question of being obedient to God about the Sabbath is not a 
question between you and me. It is between you and your Creator. 
And if He takes care of birds and flowers, do you think He will be 
able to do the same for you also? Just trust Him. He speaks directly 
to you through His Word and His promises.” 
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There is a Bible answer for every excuse. You shouldn't try to 
answer the excuse immediately. Tell the student that you understand 
his objections and that without doubt God has the proper answer. 
Suggest praying about the matter. During the following week 
pray much and seek the answer from the Bible. Then at your next 
visit have the person read and explain the text that will provide 
his answer. In explaining it to you, he will explain it to himself. 
This is a powerful way to lead a soul to the right decision. (See 
“Answering Excuses with Bible Texts,” pages 166-167.} 


9. Offer decision prayers often. The most important decision 
should be made on the knees. 


10.Counsel often with your pastor. He is a specialist, a man of 
God, a doctor of souls. He will be glad to counsel you on how to 
deal with a soul, to help the person make decisions for Christ and 
His truth. 


11.Conduct Sabbath vespers. When the interested family has 
made their decision for truth, join them in ushering in their first 


Sabbath. Accompanied by your spouse and children, begin the 
Sabbath together, both families united. 


12. Accompany family to church. Accompany the family as they 
attend their first Sabbath church service and sit with them. 


How to Win Men 


These seven pointers should stimulate our thinking, helping us to gear our 
message to husbands and single men. 


1. Picture Christ as a man’s Man. He must have been strong 
and physically fit to have withstood the rigors of outdoor life, not 
knowing where His next night’s abode would be. He was a Man 
of character and conviction. There must have been something 
appealing in His life and personality, for when Christ passed the 
tax collection booth, Matthew responded to His call immediately, 
leaving his business and his money. Recall how the money 
changers in the temple were frightened by the reproachful word, 
the appearance, and the manner of this Leader of men. 

2. Glorify fatherhood. |n comparison with God’s love for His 
earthly family, emphasise the responsibility of the father to his own 


4. 


5. 


6. 


7. 
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family. Do we not expect obedience, respect, and politeness from 
our children? Should we not cultivate the same virtues in relation 
to our heavenly Father? As we make promises to our children, so 
God has made sure promises to His children. 


Teach a prophetic message. Men are deeply interested in 
the future. They want to know whether there is any sure guide to 
understanding what is coming. 


Present the Bible message logically. Nicodemus was 
attracted to Christ by His teaching, for it was logical, systematic. 


Emphasise the necessity of courage. To stand firmly for truth 
will make one a marked man in the community. It takes one out 
of the crowd, and sets him apart as an individual of conviction, 
principle, and character. Such a man may well become a leader, 
and what man doesn’t dream of becoming a leader? 

Stress the influence of the father’s decisions. His decision 
will be a deciding factor in winning other men and his own family. 
Mightier than words, actions speak in thunderous tones. 
Challenge men with large projects. Men will follow 
leadership that lifts their vision, enlarges their horizons, challenges 
their service and promises victory. 


Basis of Appeals for Decisions 


Each Bible study should be climaxed with an appeal calling for a response 
from the student(s) based on the truth just presented. Hardly ever should you 
use more than one or two types of appeal in one Bible study. The following 
suggested points of appeal may be considered: 


2. 


Show that this is a life and death matter. Make plain 
in your Bible study and in your appeal that the decision made 
will be for life or death. It is not a decision primarily to join a 
denomination or church. It is a decision for truth or error. It is a 
decision for Christ or the world. The result of the decision will 
be salvation or destruction. Relate your personal experience in 
deciding for Bible truth. 

Picture the love of God. Emphasise the thought that Jesus 
loves the student as an individual. Christ died on the cross for 
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him/her. He cares so much for him/her that if he/she were the 
only individual in the world to accept salvation, Christ would have 
died for him or her alone. 

3. Show the danger of delay. The door of probation may soon 
be closed. Among the saddest words recorded in the Bible are 
those spoken by Jesus in Matthew 25:10, “and the door was 
shut.” 

4. Emphasise the individual’s decision to assure salvation. 
How often you have heard a member of the family say, “| am going 
to wait for my husband—or wife—and then we will be baptised 
together.” Read carefully Ezekiel 14, a most unusual chapter, for 
in four verses the identical thought with practically the same words 
is repeated four times (verses 14, 16, 18 and 20). Each verse 
emphasises that even though one’s parents have been Christians, 
that fact will not assure the children’s salvation. The children must 
make their own decision for truth and right. 

5. Stress their influence on loved ones and friends. 
Someone may say, “I have no influence. Nobody follows me.” 
Remind that person that no man lives to himself (Romans 14:7) 
and that each one of us exerts an influence for heaven or the 
world by what we do and say. In making decisions we must not 
think of ourselves alone. When we decide for right, loved ones 
and friends that follow in our footsteps will be influenced toward 
salvation and heaven. 


6. Point out that there will be only two classes of people 
at the end. There will be the saved and the unsaved. In our 
human thinking we classify humanity into many groups, such as 
“good neighbours,” “moral people,” “fine family,” “very worldly,” 
“families who do not associate,” “bad folks.” All these distinctions 
are man-made. In God's sight there are only two classes—the 
saved and the lost. There is no intermediate class. None are 
“pretty good” or “not too bad.” No one can straddle the issue or 
walk the fence. Each must be on one side or the other. Christ says 
in Matthew 12:30, “He that is not with me is against me.” 


“wou 


7. Emphasise that Christ is our example. What he said we 
are to obey (1 Peter 2:21). What He did we are to do. The reason 
we observe the seventh-day Sabbath is that Christ was a Sabbath 
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keeper. The reason we believe in tithing is that Christ taught it. We 
also follow Christ in baptism. That which makes us Seventh-day 
Adventist is Christ's example and teaching. 


8. Assure of God’s care and interest. Remind the Bible students 
that if God cared for them even before they became obedient, 
God surely will not forsake them when they decide to obey. Most 
assuredly the Lord will keep His promises and bless in a special 
way those who obey Him explicitly. 


9. Emphasise need for Christ’s approval. You crave the smile 
of His approbation on your life. His approval is given, not to those 
who know to do well and do not do it, but to those only who obey. 
Christ “became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 


obey him” (Hebrews 5:9). 


10.Relate your own experiences. Or you may tell of some 
Adventist friends. You may tell of your struggle in keeping the 
Sabbath, in making adjustments, in abandoning vices, in returning 
tithe, in accepting this message. Emphasise how God led and 
blessed, even though tests came to you. Tell what God has done 
in your life and in your home. Tell about your spouse’s experience, 
your children’s. Never forget them in giving your own experience. 
Did you lose your job? Did your family disown you? Did your 
friends turn against you? Did your former church associates 
ridicule you? What has God done for you since you made your 
decision to follow truth? Your testimony, or the testimony of God's 
guidance by a well-chosen church member, will do much to help 
others to decide to step out over the line. God did not fail you, 
even though tests came. 


11.Vividly portray the triumph of truth. Sometimes we hear 
remarks about the small membership or the insignificance of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Impress upon the hearts of the 
interested ones that Christ is on the side of truth; so were His 
disciples and the prophets, and so are heaven's hosts. Oftentimes 
in this world the side of right has been the side of the minority. 
During the flood only eight people were saved. Picture the glories 
of heaven and the final scene on the sea of glass, when Christ will 
present crowns of victory and the great hosts of the saved will sing 
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the song of Moses and the Lamb. Eternal life is the reward for their 
right decision and for allowing Christ to live out His life in them. 


12.Stress that it takes courage to be a Christian. This will 
appeal to men particularly. You cannot be a vacillating “jellyfish” 
and yet be a real Christian. It takes moral backbone. You must 
stand unflinchingly like Daniel. There is no other course. Knowing 
truth, we must decide to stand with Jesus who is the Truth. 


13.Inquire, “Where are you planning to spend eternity?” 
Point out that life is short at best. It has already been partly lived. 
We have no assurance of tomorrow. (See Proverbs 27: 1). 


People are impressed with life insurance mortality tables. They 
realise that life is drawing to a close, and they cannot be sure of 
the hereafter except by belonging to Christ. 


“Many are convicted that we have the truth, and yet they are held 
as with iron bands; they dare not risk the consequences of taking 
their position on the side of truth ... Just at this critical period Satan 


throws the strongest bands around these souls.” — Testimonies, vol. 
1, p. 646. 


The “iron bands” that hold people back from decision could be classified 
this way: 


1. Temporal interests. 
¢ Fear of losing a job 
e Lack of faith to begin 
tithing 
¢ Habits such as 
smoking and TEMPORAL 
drinking INTERESTS 
2. Family ties. / 
* Opposition from a 
loved one 
¢ Fear of dividing the es 
family HELD AS WITH IRON BANDS 
3. Church and social ties. 
¢ Prestige of belonging to popular church 
© Sentimental tie to family church 


FAMILY, 

# CHURCH, 
AND SOCIAL 

TIES 
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Fear of losing friends 
e Fear of ridicule 
¢ Opposition of pastor 


Here are some decision questions that will be helpful: 


Is everything clear? 

Do you know what you should do? What keeps you from doing it? 
You plan to do it sometime, don’t you? 

Why not do it now? 


In gaining decisions it is vitally important to get to the bottom of whatever 
is holding the person back. When you know a person has accepted Christ 
and believes the doctrines yet still fails to yield, an approach such as this 
might help: 


“| sense there is something holding you back. Could you share with me what 
it is? | know you believe what we have studied together but something is 
troubling you. What is it?” 


Once you discover what the problem is, you will have an opportunity to help 
find a solution. The section “Answering Excuses with Bible Texts” on pages 
166 -167 of the Appendix should help you. 


Remember that like the decision to marry, decisions on spiritual matters are 
based on a love relationship with Jesus. For a deeper study on this theme 
we recommend the book Evangelism. Here, in summary, are some of the 
principles you may want to study further from that book: 


¢ “The love of Christ ... is the only power that can soften the heart 
and lead to obedience.” —pp. 484, 485. 

e “Kindly words ... , little attentions ... , Christ like sympathy, [have] 
power to open the door to hearts.” —p. 483. 

e “Success ... [depends] upon your ability to find you way to the 
heart. By being social and coming close to the people, you may 
tum the current of their thoughts.” —p. 483. 

¢ “There is power in the exaltation of the cross of Christ.”—p. 187. 


Never lose sight of the fact that it is the goodness of God that leads to 
repentance. (See Romans 2:4) “We love him, because he first loved us” 
(1 John 4:19). We must make God's love real to people if we expect favourable 
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decisions. “When you find a wandering sheep, call him to the fold; and 
leave him not until you see him safely enfolded there.” — Evangelism, p. 292. 


Do not give up easily. You may not get an affirmative decision the first time 
you ask for it. Ask again. It is like proposing marriage. The decision grows 
out of a love relationship. 


There are four basic areas of decision in leading a person to full surrender: 


1. Christ—the decision to accept Christ as a personal Saviour. 

2. Sabbath—the decision to keep all of God’s commandments. 

3. Reforms—the decision in favour of health principles, Christian 
standards, etc. 

4. Membership—the decision to come all the way out of Babylon 
and unite with the remnant church. 


Helps in Decision Making 


1. Prayer. Pray with and for the individual. Teach them to pray, for 
how can they be expected to make right decisions if they do not 
know how to pray? 

2. Bible promises. Lead them to claim the promises of God to 
meet their needs in a personal way. Teach them to search for these 
promises in the Bible. 

3. Personal testimony. |f someone is battling cigarettes, invite 
one of your members who used to smoke to give a personal 
testimony. 


Testimonies will be helpful in other areas also, such as Sabbath work 
problems, tithing, opposition from loved ones, etc. 


Public Confession of Christ 


The gift of evangelism comes into play in gaining decisions in the home and 
providing opportunity for confirmation of these decisions in the presence of 
the congregation. Providing the one who has made a commitment to Christ 
with an opportunity to go forward at the close of the worship service is an 
excellent way to reinforce the decision made in the home. The worship-hour 
speaker should be notified whenever someone who has made a decision 
during the week is in the congregation. Just before the closing hymn is sung 
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WALK FORWARD WITH HIM 


the speaker can invite any who would like to publicly confess their allegiance 
to Christ to come forward during the singing of the hymn. 


In some cases it helps if the one who has led the soul to Christ in the home will 
walk forward with him. |In any case, it is appropriate for that person to join 
the newly committed individual at the front and stand with him. The pastor 
or an elder should greet those who respond and have prayer with them after 
the congregation is dismissed. Each one should be given the opportunity to 
fill out a decision card.' Sometimes visitors of whom you were not aware will 
respond and will make a decision that will ultimately lead to baptism. 


Expression deepens impression. It is always easier to go back to the old to 
fill out a decision card.'! Sometimes visitors of whom you were not aware 
convert opportunity to respond to an altar call. 


One man, who, with his wife, received Christ on a Sunday evening in his 
home, announced to the men on the job the first thing Monday morning, “I 
became a Christian over the weekend.” He said he did this because he knew 
it would be harder for him to go back on his decision if the men on the job 
knew he had made it. 
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How to Prepare a Candidate for Baptism 


Laymen usually feel that only a minister could actually prepare a person for 
baptism. This is not true. Any lay member with an experience in Christ, a 
knowledge of a few basic principles, and access to baptismal preparations 
materials can prepare a candidate for baptism and church membership. 


In preparing an individual for baptism keep in mind the following: 


1. Make sure that the individual has in fact accepted Christ as his 
personal Saviour, and that he knows: 
e = That Christ is in his life. 
¢ That his sins are forgiven. 

2. Make sure that you have covered as carefully as possible the 
major teachings of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. This can 
be accomplished through the Gift Bible plan or other methods of 
Bible study, through a Bible correspondence course, or through 
evangelistic meetings. 

3. Make sure that the person has the victory over alcohol, tobacco, 
or other addicting habits. Question him gently and kindly but 
directly: 
¢ When did you have your last smoke? 

* Do you use tobacco in any other form? 
4. Review the teachings of the church. In the case of one who has 
had a complete series of studies this can be done in two or three 
brief study sessions. This will help you to know if there are any 
problems, questions, or misunderstandings. If a subject is not 
understood, explain it at the moment or set aside a special study 
time to make it clear. You may use any of the following to help you 
in your baptismal review: 
¢ The regular denominational baptismal certificate. Ask your 
pastor for a copy. As you go over each point, ask whether the 
subject is clear and whether the individual believes it. 

e “In His Steps,” is an excellent guide in preparing candidates 
for baptism. 

5. When it has been determined that the candidate has accepted 
Christ and is fully in harmony with the teachings of the church, 
proceed as follows: “There really isn’t anything now that stands 
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in your way of being baptised and uniting with the church, is 
there? We have a baptism planned for the fifteenth and one on the 
twenty-ninth. Which would be better for you?” Wait for the reply 
and then say, “Let's kneel together and thank the Lord for the way 
He has led you to this happy decision.” 

6. At this point you may wish to have the prospective member sign 
the baptismal vow on the back of the certificate —after he has read 
and agreed to the vow. 

7. And now, with a prayer of thanksgiving, call the pastor and invite 
him to visit the candidate with you. What a thrill will be yours! 


Baptism is a serious matter. “The preparation for baptism is a matter that 
needs to be carefully considered. The new converts to the truth should be 
faithfully instructed in the plain ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ The Word of the Lord is 
to be read and explained to them point by point. 


“The test of discipleship is not brought to bear as closely as it should be upon 
those who present themselves for baptism. . . . When they give evidence that 
they fully understand their position, they are to be accepted.” — Evangelism, p. 308. 


Two Points for Emphasis 


There are two areas that have sometimes been neglected in preparing a 
person for church membership. Yet they are of great importance: 


1. The Bible promises the Holy Spirit to those who repent and are 
baptised. “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let each of you 
be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38, 
NASB). 


The candidate should understand this promise and claim it at the 
time of his baptism. On the basis of this promise he should believe 
that he does receive the Holy Spirit. “Oh, how much we all need 


the baptism of the Holy Ghost.” — Evangelism, p. 369. 
Immediately after the baptism, it is excellent for the pastor who 


baptises and the elders to lay their hands on the newly baptised 
and claim for them in earnest prayer the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
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Ask the Holy Spirit to fill their lives. Claim the promise, “If all were 
willing, all would be filled.” — The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50. 


Careful instruction on this point will help to safeguard the new 
believer against false manifestations. And that safeguard may be 
desperately needed! 

2. The doctrine of witnessing should not be overlooked in preparation 
for baptism. The new convert should become a soul winner so that 
the process of spiritual reproduction may continue. 


“Every true disciple is born into the kingdom of God as a missionary. He who 
drinks of the living water becomes a fountain of life. The receiver becomes a 
giver.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 195. 


“This careful training of new converts was an important factor in the 
remarkable success that attended Paul and Barnabas as they preached the 
gospel in the heathen lands.” — Christian Service, p. 60. 


“God expects personal service from every one to whom He has entrusted 
a knowledge of the truth for this time. Not all can go as missionaries to 
foreign lands, but all can be home missionaries in their families and 
neighbourhoods.” —Ibid., p. 9. 


“Everyone who is added to the ranks by conversion is to be assigned his post 
of duty.” — Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 30. 


Our failure to follow inspired counsel along this line is one of the greatest 
causes of our apostasies. The Personal Ministries Council “should arrange 
matters so that every member of the church shall have a part to act, that none 
may lead an aimless life.” — Christian Service, p. 62. 


Spiritual Guardians 


A spiritual guardian should be selected for each candidate or family before 
baptism.? 


Convert Care 


Something special with lasting benefit should be given to the newly baptised 
on their special day. If at all possible, give each one the booklet Let’s Get 


Witnessing to Gain Decisions — 12 


Acquainted. This is designed to be given to the new convert at the time of 
baptism. This beautifully prepared booklet welcomes the new member into 
church fellowship and explains the organisation of the church, its various 
departments and services, its means of support, and its periodicals. It closes 
with a few encouraging suggestions for maintaining a growing Christian 
experience. 


“Those who have newly come to the faith should be patiently and tenderly 
dealt with, and it is the duty of the older members of the church to devise 
ways and means to provide help and sympathy and instruction for those 
who have conscientiously withdrawn from other churches for the truth’s sake, 
and thus cut themselves off from the pastoral labour to which they have been 
accustomed.” —Evangelism, p. 351. 


“No wonder that some become discouraged, linger by the way, and are left 
for wolves to devour. Satan is upon the track of all. He sends his agents forth 
to gather back to his ranks the souls he has lost. There should be more fathers 
and mothers to take these babes in the truth to their hearts, and to encourage 
them and pray for them, that their faith be not confused ... 


“God's Spirit convicts sinners of the truth, and He places them in the arms 
of the church. The ministers may do their part, but they can never perform 
the work that the church should do. God requires His church to nurse those 
who are young in faith and experience, to go to them, not for the purpose of 
gossiping with them, but ... to speak unto them words that are ‘like apples of 
gold in pictures of silver.’” —Ibid., pp. 351, 352. 


' Most pastor-evangelists have access to decision cards. In cases where they are not on 
hand, the decision, along with the person’s name and address, can be recorded on a 


blank card. 


2 See Appendix pages 162-163 for “A Charge to the Newly Baptised” and “A Charge 
to the Spiritual Guardian.” 
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Chapter 13 


Witnessing to Gain Witnessing Members 


Three basic strategies are contained in this manual. They are related and any 
one will be strengthened by the other two. One is the concept of Territorial 
Assignment whereby each family in the church receives a subdivision of 
the church territory as their family “mission field” to be worked in whatever 
way they choose in harmony with individual spiritual gifts. Another is the 
principle of small groups, or evangelistic units, made up usually of those with 
the same spiritual gifts. The third is an in-depth witness training programme 
based on the principle of discipling with provision for on-the-job training over 
a period of at least 12 weeks. That is the focus of this chapter. 


New converts will respond readily to any of these approaches. Each 
approach ideally will include in-service training. Each will recognise that all 
believers are called to minister, and each emphasis will develop witnessing 
members. 


In preparation for a witnessing class, it will be necessary to: 


1. Work closely with the church interest coordinator to update the 
church interest file using 4 x 6 cards or with the computer. A 
duplicate of each card or computer print-out should be made for 
the witnessing teams so that one copy can remain at all times in 
the permanent master file (see Appendix p. 164 for sample of 
cards). 

2. Begin praying about the selection of trainees. Let every phase of 
this programme be born and bathed in prayer. 
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3. The leader of the witness training programme should become 
thoroughly acquainted with this manual which will be his textbook 
in teaching the trainees. He should acquire experience in using the 
techniques outlined in this manual. 

4. The leader should seek a deepening personal experience with the 
Lord because you cannot share with others an experience you do 
not possess. 

5. Since soul winning is the number one priority of the pastor, the 
witness training programme should have his full support and 
cooperation. 


The Programme Step by Step 
The programme is outlined here in step-by-step detail to make it easy to follow: 


1. The trainer selects two trainees for each weekly three-hour period 
he/she plans to devote to in-service training. If he has an evening, 
a morning, and an afternoon period he can care for six trainees. 
At least one in each pair of trainees should be a woman. Often 
the trainer and two trainees will visit together, and it is almost 
impossible for three men to get into a home. 

2. In many districts there are retired workers, as well as literature 
evangelists and laymen with soul-winning experience, who can 
serve as trainers along with the pastor, provided they are willing 
to properly equip themselves by study and experience. These 
will be persons with a general background of experience in 
visiting—persons who can be groomed for personal witnessing 
by an intensive association with a person who is experienced in 
the programme or by a condensed training session. Be sure to 
maintain the ratio of one trainer to two trainees. 

3. Trainees should be people who eventually will make good 
trainers. Young adults with a warm personality should have first 
consideration. If a husband and wife are selected, they should 
understand that they will be expected to work separately as trainers 
after their three-month training period. Otherwise the number 
participating in the witnessing programme will not multiply. 

4. Provide at least two hours of instruction before beginning on-the- 
job training. This can be done on a Sabbath afternoon, a Sunday, 
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or in a special evening session. A weekend spiritual retreat for the 
participants might be considered. 

5. Trainees must commit themselves to a three-month participation 
in weekly three-hour in-service training sessions. Ideal times for 
training—times when people in most areas are free from major 
interruptions—are spring and autumn. A summer programme can 


be scheduled for youth. 


It is usually necessary to arrange for at least two three-hour training 
periods each week—one in the daytime (either 9:00 to 12:00 or 
13:00 to 16:00) and one in the evening for the benefit of trainees 
who work days (19:00 to 22:00). Experience has proved the 
necessity of a regular time each week for witnessing. If witness 
is not top priority in the weekly schedule with both trainer and 
trainees, it probably will fail. 

6. The three-hour in-service training periods are divided in this way: 
Thirty minutes for instruction', an hour and one-half for visiting, 
and thirty minutes for reporting after visiting. (Thirty minutes are 
allowed for getting to and from the field.) Do not neglect reporting 
even though it necessitates extra travelling. An experience meeting 
is possible, of course, only when there is more than one team 
in the field. In addition to this experience meeting, it is a great 
inspiration to the church to allow time on Sabbath morning for 
one or two brief, current soul-winning experiences related by the 
members themselves. 

7. Before time for the class to begin the leader should arrange all 
the details so that names and territory are ready. Maps should be 
provided and names separated into geographical areas as much 
as possible. 


When working on names from the prospect file, at least six 
prospect cards or print-outs should be given to each team. This will 
allow for some not being at home. Some trainers try to set up at 
least one visit by appointment for each team during each training 
session. Areas and personalities vary. This may not work for every 
person or in every area. Find the method that works best for you 
in your territory. 


10. 
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A report of each visit should be written on the prospect card or 
print-out and the card or printout returned to the leader after the 
day’s field work. 


When doing door-to-door work with the religious survey, each 
team should have all four sides of one city block. In rural territory 
each team should have about twenty homes for door-to-door work 
each time they go out. 

Wherever it is possible people should be started on the Gift Bible 

plan. In the 12-week Witnessing for Christ training programme the 

visiting teams often find more prospects for Bible studies than they are 
able to follow up. There are two ways of coping with this situation: 

(a) After the witnessing teams have found as many Bible studies 
as they have time to care for personally they stop making 
new contacts and concentrate on the follow-up of these 
interests. The disadvantage is that this will greatly reduce the 
number of opportunities they will have to observe the giving 
of a gospel presentation. 

(b) Each witnessing team carries at least two Bible study contacts 
through the completion of the course, and hopefully to 
baptism. The remainder of the Bible study interests are 
transferred to other church members on the following basis: 
After five or six visits from the trainer and trainees which will 
usually include the giving of a gospel presentation, one of 
the trainees will take with him the church member to whom 
the study is to be transferred. These two will call together 
for two or three weeks. Then the trainee will be replaced by 
the partner of the one giving the studies and the Bible study 
team takes over. The transition from the witnessing team to the 
Gift Bible team must be made carefully, prayerfully and 
lovingly. 

As interest develops, the best prospects are invited to the pastor's 

Bible class and the worship service. 

The pastor teaches the pastor's Bible class in a separate room 

during the Sabbath School class time. If the pastor has the 

responsibility of several churches and cannot be present every 
week, the most loving and lovable Christian in the church who is 
qualified to teach should be asked to teach this special class. 
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CONVERTS PRODUCE CONVERTS... 


11. At the close of the Sabbath sermon, during the closing hymn—if 
decisions have been made during the week—the pastor invites 
those who would like to publicly confess their faith in Christ to 
come forward. 

12. One of the greatest blessings that can come from the programme 
will be the sharing of testimonies by newly converted men and 
women. One or two selected testimonies given during the Personal 
Ministries period or in the worship service at least once a month 
will inspire the congregation, strengthen the new converts, and 
inject new life into the witnessing programme. 

13. At the conclusion of the three-month in-service training period each 
trainee should prayerfully choose two recruits whom he/she will 
take with him/her for on-the-job- training during the next three- 
month period. He/she will now become the trainer, and they will 
be the new trainees. 

14. The trainers should not begin this programme unless they plan to 
faithfully devote a day each week for at least three months to this 
on-the-job training. 
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Trainees should not be taken into the programme unless they first 

agree that: 

¢ They will keep all appointments and complete all assignments. 

¢ They will serve as trainers for at least one three-month training 
period after the completion of their own training. This is 
vitally important. Too much time is invested to risk not getting 
maximum returns. 


15. Don't yield to the temptation to take short cuts. It is better to begin 


small and build solidly than to begin big and have the programme 
fizzle. 


The Follow-up 


Every interest should be followed through as a sacred trust. If even one 
interest is allowed to grow cold, will not God hold us responsible? 


1. 
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All those contacted who are willing to study should be given the 
first two reading guides and a copy of Steps to Christ. Weekly 
visits are made to review the reading guides in the home. This 
actually means an opportunity for two Bible studies. Delivery of 
the next two reading guides is made at the same time. 

All who receive Christ should be taken to the pastor's Bible class 
and the worship service at the earliest opportunity. 

All interested people should be taken to the pastor’s Bible class. 
Invitations to Sabbath dinner and fellowship should be extended 
to all visitors. 

Converts should eventually be enlisted in the visiting programme 
for training in soul winning. When training is added to the zeal 
of new believers it makes a powerful combination. Converts 
produce converts. And their converts also reproduce, so that we 
see spiritual grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 


“When He [Jesus] sent forth the twelve and afterward the seventy, to 
proclaim the kingdom of God, He was teaching them their duty to impart to 
others what He had made known to them. In all His work, He was training 
them for individual labour, to be extended as their numbers increased, and 
eventually to reach to the uttermost parts of the earth. The last lesson He 
gave His followers was that they held in trust for the world the glad tidings of 
salvation." —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 32. 
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Lessons from the Experience of Others 


Some have begun a witnessing programme and been disappointed in the 
end results. Failure was probably a result of one or more of the following: 


1. Starting with a group of volunteers who dropped out one by one. 
Taking time to hand-pick the participants would have made the 
effort worthwhile. 

2. Spending too much time lecturing and in that way infringing on 
the time for visiting. 

3. Trying to save time by sending trainees out on their own before the 
twelve on-the-job training sessions have been completed. 

4. Failure on the part of the trainer to study this manual and follow its 
guidelines. 

5. Neglecting to have territory and supplies ready in advance of the 

time set for the training session. 

Permitting “emergencies” to cancel witnessing sessions. 

Failure to call back every week on Gift Bible interests. 

Failure to plan the Sabbath school, Personal Ministries period, 

and the worship service with visitors in mind so that they will have 

a strong incentive for regular attendance. 

9. Failure to keep a file of accurate, up-to-date records of both names 
and territory. 

10. Failure to assign carefully selected spiritual guardians to new 
members. 
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Adapting the Training Schedule 


The training schedule is divided into twelve units. (See the training schedule 
at the end of this chapter, and consult the Instructor's Guide following the 
Appendix for further details.) In the recommended three-month programme 
this provides for one unit each week. In a one-week programme two units 
could be covered each day for six days. To meet the needs of a workers’ 
meeting the material could be covered on the basis of six units a day for 
two days or four units a day for three days. These adaptations will also 
help to meet a need among youth on campus or during vacations when 
time limitations would not permit a three-month programme. The needs of 
departmental men who may not be able to stay longer than a week in an 
area to launch the programme can also be met by intensifying the schedule. 
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However, the intensive programmes sacrifice the very feature that is most 
important to success—on-the-job training. 


Lay Evangelists 


Every day good news reaches the world-wide headquarters of our church 
about church growth in some part of the world. Good reasons are given for 
this rapid expansion, and the words “lay preachers” and “lay evangelists” 
appear frequently in these reports. 


Not only ordained ministers are called to preach. Every church member 
should have an opportunity to listen to the call to preach, and then to respond 
and be trained as a preacher of the gospel. Lay involvement in witnessing 
activities will bring to light those who have preaching talents. Perhaps 25 
percent of our church members, duly inspired and trained, have this gift and 
with training could one day stand in front of a small audience and present 
an inspiring message. 


How can the church determine who is able to preach? How do we determine 
who has the potential of becoming a lay evangelist? 


Let us consider four steps in the development of a lay evangelist. He should: 


Begin as a teacher in a Sabbath School class, for example 
Present short sermons for cottage evangelistic meetings 

Go on to provide sermons for cottage evangelistic meetings 
Preach in churches or in public halls to larger audiences (30 to 
100 people) 
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Good Sabbath School teachers are without doubt excellent prospects for 
becoming good lay evangelists. But often the second step has been forgotten 
or neglected. Perhaps we are not aware of the fact that preaching short 
sermons in prayer meetings could become a stepping stone toward one day 
becoming a regular lay evangelist. 


Let’s concentrate for a moment on step No. 2. Let’s recognise a sad fact. 
Although prayer meeting is important for vital spiritual life, it is not well 
attended. In many churches, especially in the more affluent countries, less 
than five percent of our members attend the midweek meeting. Why? 
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¢ People are tired after a full day’s work. They do not feel like 
changing clothes and walking or driving to the church some 
distance away. 

¢ They do not see that souls are won as a result of their attendance 
at prayer meeting. 

¢ They want to watch TV. 


Church members should attend prayer meeting, for it is necessary for 
spiritual, social, and religious life. 


Now, let's imagine a dedicated, up-to-date, efficient pastor. Before him lies 
a large map of his district. He has three churches and the territory of each 
church is clearly marked on the map. 


He also has another map—one which contains only the territory of one of 
his three churches, with the homes of each of his church members clearly 
indicated with red dots. In just a few seconds he is able to locate exactly 
where his church members live. He discovers that very few members live 
near the church. Three families live in a cluster in the northern part, three or 
four in the southern part, and four others in the western area. This minister 
circles the pockets of Adventist families where three, four or five homes are 
located. 


Then he visits the families in each of these areas and determines which of the 
homes in each group has the best facilities to accommodate a small prayer 
meeting. He asks the owner of this home if he will agree to have prayer 
meetings in his home for the other church members in his area. 


After finding a place to worship, a responsible person must be chosen to 
lead out in each little group—a person potentially able to present a short 
topic each week. This person should be a dedicated church member who, in 
the opinion of the minister, has the potential of becoming a good leader and 
is able to address a small group of church members. 


After much prayer, the minister will contact this person and ask him if he 
would be willing to accept the challenge of presenting a series of simple 
sermons each week for several weeks. 


Some of our members may be able to present good messages, although they 
have not been trained as ministers. 
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Thousands of our church members around the world should be challenged 
to hold prayer meetings and hundreds will accept. A pastor who follows this 
plan will have in the territory of one church several prayer groups meeting 
each week in different homes as well as in the church. The percentage of 
participants in the midweek prayer meeting will grow, and this will be a 
great victory for the spiritual life of the church. 


The three or four Adventist families who live in geographical proximity and 
meet in one of their homes will soon become very close to one another. 
Missing, sick or discouraged members will be visited immediately. A strong 
fellowship and friendship will develop among them. 


A good suggestion would be for them to meet in the same Sabbath School 
class at church on Sabbath morning. They would study the Bible together 
and as a group, receive instruction and material for practical missionary 
involvement. It would be better for a person other than the Sabbath 
School teacher to present the midweek prayer meeting, although he could 
undoubtedly do it very successfully. 


The same group could meet again on Sabbath afternoon in the selected home 
for a season of prayer. Then each one could visit homes in their own territory. 
After an hour or so of house-to-house visitation, they could all meet again to 
report and to learn together from each of their missionary experiences and 
close the Sabbath together. 


What will happen? Soon people who have been met during this house-to- 
house visitation on Sabbath afternoon will manifest interest and will accept 
an invitation to attend prayer meeting. It is much easier to invite a new friend 
into a home than a church, especially a Catholic. Non-Adventists will attend 
prayer meetings, receive Bible studies, and then join the pastor's Bible class 
at the church on Sabbath morning. 


Later perhaps a lay evangelistic campaign (step No. 3) could be held in 
the same house or in a small rented hall, just for the people of the area. 
Still later a larger evangelistic campaign (step No. 4) should be launched 
by the district pastor. It would be a reaping campaign, and many of these 
precious souls who have gone to midweek prayer meetings, received Bible 
studies, and attended a lay evangelistic campaign near their homes, will be 
baptised. 
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EveRY CHURCH MEMBER SHOULD HAVE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO LISTEN TO THE CALL TO PREACH 


Lay evangelists are found when someone is challenged to present to a 
limited, friendly audience, a short, well-prepared sermon at prayer meeting. 
And here is the secret to success in such a venture: 


¢ Get map of church territory, showing the places where church 
members live 

Bring together a few families who live near each other 

Hand pick a leader who is able to present a message 

Start the midweek prayer meeting 

Have the same group meet together in a Sabbath School class on 
Sabbath 

Sabbath afternoon arrange a house-to-house visitation followed 
by Bible studies in the home 

Hold a lay evangelistic campaign in the area 

Arrange for a large reaping campaign for the district 

Hold a baptism 

Arrange for new locations for area prayer meetings 


Many of these groups will grow fast and become churches on their own. 
Yes, let's train church members to be good preachers at midweek prayer 
meetings. Later they will become successful lay evangelists. 
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Victory at Last 


God does not pour out His Holy Spirit upon an inactive church. When we 
accept the challenge of a work which we cannot do without the Holy Spirit, 
He will fulfil His promise. There are strong reasons to believe that the present 
move to “carry the gospel to every man’s door” will bring that revival for 
which we have long prayed. It will come! 


“| have been deeply impressed by scenes that have recently passed before 
me in the night season. There seemed to be a great movement—a work of 
revival—going forward to many places. Our people were moving into line, 
responding to God's call.” — Christian Service, p. 42. 


“In visions of the night, representations passed before me of a great 
reformatory movement among God’s people. Many were praising God. 
The sick were healed, and other miracles were wrought. ...Hundreds and 
thousands were seen visiting families and open before them the word of 
God. Hearts were convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of 
genuine conversion was manifest.” — Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 126. 


The picture shown to the servant of God was not imagination. It was not 
wishful thinking. One day soon it will be reality. It is your privilege, if you 
choose, to put yourself in the picture! 


' With only thirty minutes for instruction, the reading assignments become very important. 
Some trainers teach the theory at prayer meeting and spend the entire three-hour 
training sessions in the field in visitation. Needless to say, this necessitates all trainees 
being at prayer meeting. Consult the Instructor's Guide following the Appendix for 
further details. 
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The Training Schedule 
Memorisation 
assignment 


1 John 4:8 


Chapter 5, trainees 


give testimony, 
memory work 


Chapter 5 and 
Opinion Please 
booklet, plus Steps to 
Christ, chapter 2 


Chapter 9 and Steps 


to Christ, chapters 3 
and 4 


Romans 3:23 
John 3:16 
Romans 6:23 
Ephesians 2:8, 9 


Chapter 8 and Steps 
to Christ, chapter 5 


Chapter 9, review 
all memory work to 
date, quiz 


1 John 5:11-13 


Chapter 8, Romans 2:4 


practise religious 


Chapter 3 and Steps 
to Christ, chapter 6 


survey 


Chapter 3, 
give gospel 
presentation to 
each other 


Chapter 4, 
practise gospel 
presentation 


Chapter 6, 
practise gospel 
presentation 


Chapter 7, 
practise 
presentation 


Chapter 4 and Steps 
to Christ, chapter 7 


Chapter 6 and Steps 
to Christ, chapter 8 


Chapter 7 and Steps 
to Christ, chapter 9 


Chapter 10, work on 
testimony, and Steps 
to Christ, chapter 10 


Revelation 3:20 


John 1:12 
John 14:15 


Jeremiah 31:33 
Psalm 40:8 
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Chapter 10, quiz, | Chapter 11 and Steps | John 6:47 
trainee presents to Christ, chapter 11 
testimony in home 


Chapter 11, Chapter 12 and Steps | 2 Corinthians 5:17 
trainee gives at to Christ, chapter 12 
least a portion 

of gospel 

presentation in 

home 


2 Peter 3:18 


Chapter 12, Maintain daily Philippians 4:13 
trainee makes full | devotions and 
presentation in dedicate three hours 
home, evaluation a week to witnessing. 
Read Steps to Christ, 
chapter 13. 


Note: Demonstrations of what to say at the door, and in the course of the 
visit, can be acted out by two participants (role playing) in front of the class. 
Consult the Instructor’s Guide following the Appendix for further details. 
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Action Voted by the 1974 Annual Council 


The 1974 Annual Council voted the following: “To adopt a plan for assigning 
each church member a specific missionary territory in harmony with the 
counsel of the Spirit of Prophecy ... To request conference/mission officers to 
list this plan on the agenda of executive committees and workers’ meetings 
for discussion and implementation.” 


The 1976 Annual Council of the General Conference voted to adopt the 
now-familiar “Document on Evangelism and Finishing God’s Work”. One 
statement in that document says, “Conferences shall lay definite plans with 
every church, company, Sabbath School, and institution to reach every home 
within its territory with the three angels’ messages ...” 


This action has not been rescinded and will not be, because it rests on the 
foundation of the Saviour’s commission to His followers. It is just as applicable 
and helpful in the 21st century. Of course the department name has been 
changed from Lay Activities to Personal Ministries. You are urged to study 
and implement the following action also voted by the 1976 Annual Council: 


Witnessing—Our Way of Life 


VOTED, To adopt the following organizational outline for the “Witnessing — 
Our Way of Life” evangelistic thrust: 


1. To ask the conference president to serve as chairman and Lay 
Activities director as coordinator and promoter of “Witnessing— 
Our Way of Life.” 

2. To give this evangelistic thrust the highest priority in every church 
so that every home in the church territory will be visited with the 
message as quickly as possible, even if the task seems impossible. 
The territory of a church may be very large, its extreme points 
located hundreds of miles from the church building and contain 
a population of hundreds of millions of inhabitants. Nevertheless, 
the church members should have constantly before their eyes the 
map of their specific territory and make plans to reach every home 
within the boundaries of that territory. 

3. To urge the conference administration to emphasise this territorial 
assignment for each church and the need of dividing the territory 
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into smaller sections where a church is not large enough to cover 
the whole in one year, ... 

4. To invite the pastor and the church Lay Activities leader to present 
“Witnessing—Our Way of Life” to the church board and church 
evangelism council creating such a spiritual atmosphere that every 
member of these councils will feel himself directly concerned and 
willing to do his share to bring Jesus Christ into every home. 

5. Tosuggest that members of the church board and church evangelism 
council divide themselves into teams of two to visit every church 
family, presenting “Witnessing —Our Way of Life” and preparing 
the way for the spiritual revival of the church, challenging every 
family to accept the territorial assignment. 

6. To group those participating in the witnessing programme in teams 
of two, assigning each team to as many city blocks and homes 
that they feel they can adequately serve, asking the team members 
to consider this as their mission field for the purpose of bringing 
the message to every home. 

7. To group these witnessing teams into missionary units according 
to territorial assignment, with four or five teams in each unit, this to 
avoid travelling longer distances. [Many churches use the Sabbath 
School classes as their evangelistic units.] 

8. To ask the Lay Activities Council of the church to select the leaders 
of these units. It is advisable to assign at least one deacon or 
deaconess to each missionary unit as leaders or members. 

9. To provide members onthejob training with a capable trainer in 
witnessing for at least three months prior to being sent out on their own. 

10. To suggest as soon as the first team enters service (one trainer 
plus two trainees: one brother and one sister) that the pastor, the 
Lay Activities leader and the Interest Coordinator meet weekly 
in order to receive the report of these working forces, to discuss 
plans for follow-up and improvement of soul-winning techniques. 
The natural outgrowth of these informal meetings should be the 
development of a second, third, and more teams into soul-winning 
missionary units. 

11. To encourage each person as soon as he has surrendered his life 
to Christ, to give his testimony and share his new birth experience 
of life in Christ with family, friends and others. 


12. To enlist members of our baptismal classes and newly-baptised 
members in on-the-job witnessing teams, so that they may as soon 
as possible experience the joy of sharing their new faith from 
home to home. 

13. To invite these new converts to join a training class to learn how 
to give Bible studies and how to lead others to decisions for Christ 
and His message. 

14. To urge that during the divine worship hour on the first Sabbath 
of each month, which is the missionary Sabbath, selected church 
members by invitation relate their witnessing and soul-winning 
experiences and to introduce individuals who have been contacted 
through the witnessing programme. 

15. To invite church pastors to share regularly with the conference 
president and staff, progress reports and experiences. 

16. To ask the conference Lay Activities director to issue a brief 
monthly newsletter to share with pastors and church Lay Activities 
directors progress reports and experiences from other churches of 
the conference. 

17. To suggest that a witnessing programme be conducted in every 
church on a continuing basis and that the twelve-week programme 
outlined in this manual be conducted at least twice each year in 
each church. 

18. To appeal to church members as a practical result of their close 
walking with God to visit homes for at least one hour per week, 
suggesting Sabbath afternoon as the ideal time for teams to visit, 
the visitation to be preceded by a half-hour period of instruction 
and to be followed by a brief report and prayer period. 

19. To urge administrators and all departmental directors to become 
witnessing trainers, participating on a systematic basis in on-the- 
job training of lay members. 

20. To hold quarterly district rallies with church members for inspiration, 
fellowship and personal sharing of experiences with members of 
other congregations. 

21. To request the conference Lay Activities director to publish progress 
reports and soul-winning experiences in the union paper. 

22. To invite ministers and laymen to unite in a fellowship of prayer, 
seeking the Spirit and blessing of the Lord, that spiritual revival 
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and new evangelistic fervour may take hold of the church as it 
reaches out to give the message of Christ to every soul. 


Witnessing for Christ is designed to help church members translate these 
resolutions into practice, to become individually associated with God for the 
finishing of His work. 


Personal Testimony Worksheet 


My Life Before | Accepted Christ: (Share this part of your testimony in 
order to establish an identification with the prospect.) “| needed help, and | 
found it in Jesus.” — Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 321. 


How | Became a Christian: (Tell how it happened. If you were brought 
up in a Christian home there was still some point at which you gave your life 
fully to Christ. Your testimony might revolve around an answer to prayer or 
a particular victory in your life that made Jesus real to you.} | found the Bible 
“the voice of God to my soul.” — Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 321. 
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My Life Since | Became a Christian: (Tell how your life has changed 
and something of the joy you now experience.) In Christ “the hunger of my 
soul has been satisfied.” — Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 321. 


To climax, use an appropriate Scripture which sums up your 
life, and will be a precious Bible promise for your contact. 


Personal Testimony—Sample A 


| was brought up in a Christian home, but | never really committed my life to 
Christ. Later | wandered away from God and the teachings of my parents. 
However, | always remembered some of the Scripture texts my father used to 
read when he conducted family worship every morning and evening. 


When | was past middle age | was hospitalised for three weeks, and the 
Christian nurses helped me to understand God's love. They lived it. This gave 
me a desire to study the Bible and find out God's plan for me. 


When | got home and back into the old routine, this desire faded somewhat. 
But it never left me completely. It was some time later that my son gave me 
a Bible as a present, and | began to read it. But it seemed confusing and 
contradictory to me, and | got discouraged. About that time | purchased a 
book about the Bible. It had Scripture texts grouped together by subject. This 
book really helped me in trying to understand the Bible. 


One morning | heard a man sing over the radio. It was a song called, “I Lost 
Hold of God’s Hand.” | was deeply touched, and then and there | committed 
my life to Christ. Well, after more study, and more hospital trips, and a Bible 
course taught by the student nurses, | was baptised. 


Today I'm happier, I’m healthier, and I’m a more secure person. And, of 
course, that isn’t any surprise, because | know that | have a living Saviour. | 
have His comfort when | need it, and His guidance when | need it—which is 
all the time! And | know that this life isn’t all there is. 


He gives me the assurance of the life to come. 


| think my favourite scripture is Acts 4:12. It says, “Neither is there salvation 
in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” 
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Personal Testimony-Sample B 


As | was growing up | had a fairly normal childhood. But | soon began to ask 
a lot of questions—questions such as “What will | make of my life?” “Will | 
find happiness?” “Is there anything beyond this life?” 


lt seemed to me that the lives of so many people were filled with 
disappointments. People didn’t like their jobs. They didn‘t seem to be happy. 
Very few seemed to know anything about what was beyond this life. | kept 
wondering about these problems. 


My parents had not really had a Christian experience until | was a teenager. 
When they became Christians, | saw some marked changes in their lives. 
This made me turn to the Bible to see what had happened to them. 


Actually, | couldn’t tell you the exact time | became a Christian. It was a 
gradual thing. But from the time of my baptism until now my life has been 
more and more wonderful. 


Let me tell you what | mean. | was trying to decide what | would do for a 
lifework. Christ became so real that it seemed | could just sit down and talk 
to Him about how | could know what work | was best suited for. At about this 
same time | was trying to make a decision about a life companion. So much 
has been said about love. But | realised that God could take a courtship or a 
marriage and make them a really happy experience—something so different 
from what | saw others experiencing. 


In talking to God about these things, | was very specific. | asked Him right 
out, “Should | become a minister?” “Should | marry this girl?” 


As | look back on my life as a Christian, | can say that each year has been 
happier than the year before. That may be hard to understand. But it’s a 
little like the happiness my wife and | have found in our marriage. When 
we stood there at the altar, | was just sure that | could never love her more 
than | did right then. But as the anniversaries come and go the love and the 
happiness seem to get better and better. 


It is just that real with God. | can feel perfectly comfortable talking out loud to 
Him—anytime. | know He loves me. | know He understands me. And | know 
that very soon He will come back and get me, just as He promised. 


| think my experience is summed up in Proverbs 3:6. It says, “In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” 
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Personal Testimony-Sample C 


| was brought up in a home in which there was no religion. Neither of my 
parents attended church. But they did send me to Sunday School now and 
then, and in my childish way | discovered the love of Jesus. As a teenager | 
attended church regularly on my own. It was during this time that | realised 
who Jesus is and why He came. | accepted Him as my Saviour—but in a 
rather half-hearted way. 


A few years later | married, and then children were born into our home. | 
began to wander away from Christ. | had so many unanswered questions. 
Before long | actually doubted that there was a God in heaven. It seemed to 
me | was getting along pretty well without Him. 


It was through my children that | realised my need of Christ. You see, | didn’t 
send my children to a church even now and then. | think it must have been 
the Holy Spirit that prompted me to ask the children one day whether they 
knew who Jesus was. Of course they said No. This really hit home. It was 
the turning point in my life. | hadn't prayed for guidance in twelve years, 
but now | asked the Lord to send someone to show me the answers to my 
questions and my problems. 


The answer wasn't long in coming. | met some people who introduced me 
to Christ. They studied the Bible with me, and my questions were answered 


right from the Word of God. 


My life has changed completely since then. | know now that God answers 
my prayers—maybe not always the way | would like, but always the way 
that tums out best for me. 


| don’t fear the future anymore. | know | can depend on the Lord to take care 
of whatever comes! 


A text in the Bible that | really treasure is Isaiah 59:1. It says, “Behold the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear.” 


The fact that you are writing down your testimony will result in a written 
style—unless you watch it. The last thing you want is to go into a home and 
give a testimony that sounds stiff and formal, as if it were read from a book! 


Write your testimony down. But then look at every word and ask yourself 
whether that is the way you would say it if you were just talking with someone, 
if your testimony had never been written down. 


Notice the casual, informal style in these three testimonies. They are to be 
spoken—not read from a book. And we don’t speak the same way as we 
write. There is a written style and a spoken style. 
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Community Religious Survey 


~< 


es No  Noopinion 


1. In your opinion is there a God? 
2. Is there life after death? 


3. Is Christ coming again? 


Ct ft El 
Lt ba Ef 
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4. Who is Jesus, according to your 
understanding? 


[_] Son of God [_] Prophet 
[] Saviour of Man [ | Not Sure 
El Creator 


5. Do you feel you understand the Bible as well [ ] [|] [J 


as you would like? 
6. What church did your parents attend? 
7. Do you belong to the same church? [] E] [ ] 


8. About how often are you able to attend? 


[_] Weekly 
[_] Monthly 
[] Seldom 


[ ] Never 


9. In your opinion, how does one become a Christian? 


10. If you had the opportunity, would you liketo [ ] [ ] 
study the Bible more? 


SDA Church Survey 


Introduction: We are Seventh-day Adventists, and we are taking a survey 
today to determine how well our church is known in the community. Would 
you mind answering a few questions? 


1. Have you ever heard of Seventh-day Adventists? Yes No 
2. Do you have any Adventist relatives or friends? Yes No 
3. Do you know where our church is located? (If not, tell Yes No 


them the location) 


4. Have you ever been invited to attend any services at Yes No 
the Adventist church? 


5. Are you acquainted with any of these radio or 
television programmes? 


The Voice of Prophecy _— Yes No 
Hope Channel Yes No 
Adventist World Radio — Yes No 


6. Is your impression of the Adventist Church 
[_]Favourable [ ]Unfavourable [ |] Neutral 


Now just a few general questions: 


7. Would you like to see all denominations unite? Yes No 
8. Have you ever wondered why Adventists go to church Yes No 
on Saturday? 


9. What do you think of world conditions today? 
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10. What do you think will be the final solution to our 
world problems? 


11. Would you like to know what the Bible says about Yes No 
these conditions? 


Instructions for SDA Church Survey 


The church survey reveals how well our church is known in the area and 
helps to make it better known. Depending on the attitude and degree of 
interest manifested by the householder it can lead to follow-up possibilities 
such as: Gift Bible lessons, audio-visual studies, literature, or simply further 
friendship visits. 


The first six questions are very easily answered by yes or no. If the reply 
to the first question, “Have you ever heard of Seventh-day Adventists?” is 
negative, the next four questions perhaps should not be asked. In such a 
case we suggest a brief statement such as this, “We are sorry that we have 
not made ourselves known to you before. Therefore, most of my questions 
are no longer necessary, but we would like to have you know that we are a 
church that believes the Bible as our rule of faith, that Christ is our Saviour 
and Redeemer and is coming again soon. We worship on the seventh day 
of the week, and all our services are open to visitors. We would like to invite 
you to attend at your earliest convenience.” 


Then the surveyor could go to the questions, “Do you believe all churches 
should unite?” 


A quick rundown of all the questions would go like this: 


1. Have you ever heard of Seventh-day Adventists? If it is yes, you go 
to the next question. 

2. Do you have Adventist relatives or friends? If the answer is yes, 
you could say, “Oh, perhaps | know them. What are their names?” 
This would give you a basis for further discussion if you happen 
to be familiar with the same people. If the answer is no, you go to 
the next question. 

3. Do you know where the church is located? If the answer is no, you 
can apologise and say, “This shows why it is so important that we 
have this survey. We haven't even let you know where our church 
is located.” 

“Well, it is on (give address of church).” 

4. Have you ever been invited to a service? If the answer is no, again 
an apology would be in order, something of this nature, “Oh, we 
are sorry that we have never invited you, but we want you to know 
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that visitors are always welcome in our church, and you are very 
welcome to attend.” 

5. Isyour impression of the Adventist church favourable, unfavourable, 
or neutral? This normally elicits a response of neutral. The person 
might say, “Well, | really don’t know much about your church, so 
| guess it will have to be neutral.” 


If the response is favourable, the surveyor could comment that the 
householder no doubt had a good experience with some of our 
people someplace, and perhaps they would like to share it. If it is 
unfavourable, the question could naturally be asked, “Oh, why is 
that?” 


Most experience has shown that the unfavourable response comes 
from those who mistake us as members of other faiths. 

6. Do you believe all churches should unite? In response to this 
question many people will state which church they attend. If they 
do not, it is easy for the surveyor to ask which church they normally 
attend. 


If the response to the first six questions is more or less routine and does not 
elicit a warmth or friendliness on the part of the householder, thanks should 
be expressed for their kindness. 


Then a comment could be made: “We are so grateful that you took the time 
to answer these questions, and to show our appreciation we would like to 
leave this (booklet, brochure, magazine) with you today.” 


If the householder shows a considerable degree of warmth and friendliness, 
the question could be asked, “Have you ever wondered why Adventists go 
to church on Saturday rather than Sunday?” The response to that could lead 
to an offer to bring literature on the Sabbath, or even a Bible study might be 
arranged. 


At times, when all of these questions have been asked, there appears to be 
still a possibility for further discussion. Then the three questions on the bottom 
of the sheet can be used. Normally, the surveyor could close up his survey 
folder and just as an incidental thought say, “By the way, what do you think 
of world conditions?” Most responses are that conditions are very poor. The 
next question could then be asked, “What do you think is the final solution to 


the problems of the world?” It is surprising how many people refer to some 
spiritual solution to world conditions. After a suitable statement of agreement 
by the surveyor, the last question could be asked, “Would you like to know 
what the Bible says about these conditions?” Here is the opportunity to enrol 
the householder in a Bible course, Bible studies in the home, renew the 
invitation to attend church services, or even offer to come and pick them up 
to take them to some special church programme. 
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Community Services Interest Survey 

A. Please check the programmes listed below, which you would be 
interested in attending if they were offered in your community. 
[_] Nutrition and Vegetarian-cooking Class 
[_] Five-Day Plan to Stop Smoking 
[_] Weight Control Seminar 
[_] Bible Story Hour for Children 
[_] Vacation Bible School 
[_] Marriage Enrichment Seminar 
[ _] Audio-Visual Neighbourhood Bible Study 
[_] Free Bible Study Guides for Personal Study at Home 
[_] Christian Self-improvement Seminar 

B. What do you consider the best time for these programmes? 


[| Spring [|] Summer [_] Autumn — [_] Winter 


C. Would you want to be notified when a date is set for the 
programmes you listed above? 


[ | Yes [_] No 


D. Do you think that trust in God which comes from being a Christian 
tends to promote all-around better health? 


[_] Yes [_] No 


E. In your opinion, how does one become a Christian? 


City; Ss~RPhhne:: 


Note: Additions or deletions will need to be made in the list of services 
offered in order to adapt the survey to individual church situations. 


From Profession to Church Membership 


Here in capsule form, are the steps involved from profession to church 
membership: 


1. Christ's offer of salvation accepted before, during, or at the close 
of a series of Bible studies. 

2. Prospective member enrolled in a series of studies if not already 
receiving Bible studies. 

3. Weekly follow-up visits. 

4. Prospective member encouraged to attend pastor's Bible class. 

5. Adequate provision for fellowship through church attendance and 
Sabbath dinner invitations. 

6. Decision for baptism gained individually in the home or in decision 
meeting. 

7. Review of doctrines prior to baptism. 

An appropriate spiritual guardian appointed. 

The new believer enrolled in a Bible correspondence course to 

keep him growing in knowledge. A second series of studies can 

be arranged to which he can bring neighbours, relatives, or 

friends. In this way he can begin sharing his faith. 

10. The new believer taught to be a soul winner, and given adequate 
training for his witnessing as a member of the witnessing class. 
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A Charge to the Newly Baptised 


You have been baptised into the Seventh-day Adventist Church and have 
become a member of a family that circles the earth. You have identified 
yourself with a people who are looking for the imminent return of Jesus, and 
are making preparation now to meet Him. You have taken upon yourself 
the name of a people who are striving to hold high the standard of their 
profession—a people who are pilgrims in this world, looking for a better 
home. As a babe in the church you will grow day by day as you learn more 
of the will of heaven for your life. All heaven rejoices that you are now one 
with those who “keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ” (Revelation 12:17). 


As a minister of the gospel, and a representative of this organisation, | 
charge you: 


1. Cherish your church membership always, recognising yourself as 
a member of God's remnant family. 

2. Spend time each day in Bible study and prayer in personal 
devotion. 

3. Establish the family altar in your home and have morning and 
evening worship with your family. 

4. Determine now to keep your Christian growth constant by being 
present at the regular services of the church. Make Sabbath 
School, the worship service, and prayer meeting a part of your 
weekly activity. 

5. Be energetic in the activities of the church. Using your time and 
talents, be a worker in the cause of God. 

6. Be careful to represent the church aright in all your activities, 
knowing and believing that you are representing God in all that 
you do. 

7. When you need help feel free to call your spiritual guardian and 
talk over your problems. If they demand further attention, call your 
pastor. He will always be happy to help you. 

8. Have faith in God, ever trusting in His power to help, being 
confident that “He who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6, NASB). 


A Charge to the Spiritual Guardian 


You have been chosen to perform an important work. Your brethren have 
placed great confidence in you, for to you is given the sacred responsibility 
to love, nurture, and encourage the one in your charge along the Christian 
pathway. 


To you, who have been experiencing the joy of growth in a Christian life, 
has been given the privilege of sharing this experience with those who are 
beginning their walk in the path of increased light. The growing experience 
is fraught with many dangers, of which discouragement and frustration are 
not the least. Heaven is eager to use you in making the way easier to travel. 


As a minister of the gospel and a fellow soul winner, | charge you that for the 
next twelve months you: 


1. In kindness and love be a friend to your charge. 

2. Spend time in prayer in your own private devotions for your 
charge. 

3. Take time to visit often with the one in your charge, inviting her to 
your home for a meal when possible. 

4. Watch for her at the services of the church. Sit with her and make 
her feel welcome. 

5. When she is absent from a meeting, inquire immediately as to the 
reason, either by telephone or a visit, letting her know that she 
was missed. 

6. Always show genuine interest in her, being careful never to pry 
into personal matters. 

7. Ever be an example to her and by precept encourage her to look 
to Jesus as the example in the Christian walk. 

8. Introduce her to other church members. Make sure that she is 
integrated into the functions of our church life. 

9. Help her when you can with her problems, being careful to counsel 
with your pastor on matters of great importance. 

10. Should you move within the next twelve months, inform the pastor, 
who will then arrange for someone else to take your place. 


Note: Some conferences have this material available in attractive form for 
presenting to the newly baptised and their guardians at the time of baptism. 
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Prospect Card for Master File 


This is for the church master file. It must remain the property of the church 
even though the pastor is transferred. These cards are available through 
the General Conference Ministerial Association and/or Lay Activities 


Department. 


Name (Last First) Date Recorded 


SOURCE OF INTEREST 
Family/Schoo 


[_]Married [ ]Single |[ ] Former SDA |[_ | Survey [_] VoP 
Occupation [_] SDA Parents ||] Gift Bible [| Local radio 


Meet. - 
[ | SDA Schools _ magazine 
UL rei Evangelist 
Submitted by Relatives a 
[ | Other LJ ai 


Service 


[_] SDA Plan 


STATUS OF BELIEF 


[_] Has accepted Christ 
[ Believes Sabbath 
[ Attends services 


cal Desires more information 


[_] Interested in joining 


BACK 


e 
& 
3 
g 


Date of Visit 
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Answering Excuses with Bible Texts 


We must be prepared to meet a person's objection or excuse with a “Thus 
saith the Lord.” Here is a partial list of texts for meeting certain common 
excuses. 


1. “l can’t leave my church.” Revelation 18:4; John 10:26, 27; 
12:42, 43; Matthew 7:22, 23. 

2. “I can’t make a living if | keep the Sabbath.” Matthew 6:33; 
Psalms 37:3; Isaiah 65:13, 14. 

3. “I will lose my job if | keep the Sabbath.” Matthew 16:25, 26; 
1 Timothy 4:8. 

4. “Itis inconvenient to keep the seventh day and follow this doctrine.” 
Matthew 16:24: 10:38. 

5. “lam too great a sinner.” 1 Timothy 1:15; Hebrews 7:25; Isaiah 
E78. 

6. “Lam afraid | can’t hold out.” Jude 24. 

7. “| can’t live up to the truth.” 1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Corinthians 
12:8, 9; John 1:12. 


8. “lam not good enough.” 2 Corinthians 8:12 

9. “People would talk about me.” John 17:14; Luke 6:22, 23, 26; 
Proverbs 29:25. 

10. “My friends would ridicule me.” John 15:19; Mark 8:34; 
James 4:4. 


11. “My husband, wife, father, mother, brothers, and sisters will 
oppose me.” Matthew 10:36, 37; Luke 14:26, 27. 

12. “My preacher and my friends advise me against this.” 1 Kings 
13:1-26; Acts 4:19; 5:29. 

13. “It will cause trouble and division in my home if | take my stand for 
this teaching.” Luke 12:49-53; 1 Kings 18:17, 18. 

14. “There is one thing (movies, ring, tobacco, etc.) which | cannot 
give up.” Matthew 19:16-22; 6:24; Luke 14:33; Matthew 13:45, 46. 

15. “No, not now.” Proverbs 27:1; 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:13; 
Isaiah 55:6; Genesis 6:3. 

16. “l am waiting for my husband (or wife or a friend) so we can 
accept it together.” Ezekiel 14:20; 18:20; Romans 14:12. 

17. “| will wait until | have the right kind of feeling.” Isaiah 48:18; 
1 John 2:3. 


18. “Too late, | have waited too long.” Ezekiel 33:19; John 6:37; 
Romans 10:13. 

19. “I tried once, | am afraid to try again.” Daniel 3:17; Romans 
4:21; 2 Timothy 1:12; Jude24. 

20. “How may | know that my sins are forgiven?” 1 John 1:9; Proverbs 
26:13. 

21. “Some things are not yet clear.” John 13:7; Acts 1:7. 

22. “lam not so bad.” John 3:18; Romans 3:23. 

23. “God is love, He will save me anyway.” Luke 13:3; 2 Peter 2:4. 

24. “There are too many hypocrites in the church.” Matthew 7:1; 
Romans 14:12. 

25. “The step will cost me too much.” Luke 18:29, 30; 1 Peter 2:24. 

26. “My job may be at stake.” Isaiah 51:7; Job 13:14, 15; Psalms 
TV9:#2, 127: 

27. “| cannot leave my friends and relatives.” Exodus 23:3; Proverbs 
13:20. 

28. “| believe it is not necessary to unite with a church.” Acts 2:47. 

29. “| am too old to change my ways of life.” Genesis 6:3. 

30. “I will wait until the Spirit of God convinces me.” Matthew 25:1- 
13. 


Note: This list could be glued to the back sheet of the Bible. 
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This is not just another training course to be offered in a classroom setting for 
anyone who is willing to come. This is not just theory. It is on-the-job training 
in the field from the very first week. A trainer cannot afford to invest the 
required amount of time on participants who do not mean business. Therefore 
the instructor will prayerfully and carefully choose his trainees on an individual 
basis. He will require from each one a meaningful commitment not only for 
the initial twelve weeks, but beyond that to serve as a trainer, to pass on 
what has been learned to other trainees in future programmes. It is only in 
this way that the number of trained soul winners continues to multiply. 


The instructor may be a pastor or a lay soul winner. Sometimes a literature 
evangelist or a teacher may be the instructor. It must be someone who will give 
on-the-job training each week, as well as teach the class in those situations 
where there is only one trainer-instructor. In a large church there may be 
many trainers. Each class will produce new trainers for future programmes. 
The practical experience of teacher and learner together in the field is the 
secret of success. 


This supplementary material is divided into thirteen segments covering a 
recommended two-hour preliminary instruction session, plus the twelve 
weekly training periods. Twelve weeks is a bare minimum for an effective 
training programme. Many leaders lengthen it to sixteen or eighteen weeks. 


Some instructors present the theory sessions at prayer meetings, or at some 
other time when all the trainees can meet together each week over a three- 
month period. This plan has several advantages. It exposes a greater number 
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of church members to this valuable instruction. An acquaintance with the 
theory of the witnessing programme produces prospective trainees for future 
sessions. The instructor need present the instruction material at only one 
meeting a week if all his trainees will make a commitment to attend prayer 
meeting. The enthusiasm of the trainees will be a blessing to all who 
attend the midweek meeting, and there will be specific names and needs 
to pray for. Perhaps the greatest advantage of all to giving the witness 
instruction at prayer meeting is the fact that it will give more time for 
classroom instruction and more time for field visitation, inasmuch as these 
two activities, plus reporting, do not then have to be crowded into one three- 
hour time segment. 


Preliminary Session 


The preliminary session is for the purpose of giving the trainees a survey 
of the entire witnessing programme. This meeting can be scheduled for a 
Sabbath afternoon or Sunday. It can also be planned as a weekend retreat 
for the participants. Regardless of when this session is held it must be a 
deeply spiritual time of devotion and commitment. The participants must be 
inspired and challenged by an overview of the entire training programme. 
It can be presented at prayer meeting, or it can be the first of the regular 
weekly appointments. If the latter is the case it should still be followed by 
twelve weekly sessions involving on-the-job training. 


Before this preliminary session is held the instructor will have read the manual 
through. Such reading will add a sense of security, enabling the instructor 
to work with greater ease, having familiarised himself with the principles 
and methods set forth in the manual. Participants are individually chosen by 
the instructor on the basis of two trainees for every 90 minutes per week of 
trainer time available for on-the-job training. This is explained in more detail 
in the manual. 


Only when Seventh-day Adventists sense their distinctive mission and apply 
“Jethro’s principle” will there be a concerted awakening of personal witnessing 
and a finished work. “Jethro’s principle” is delegating responsibility, with 
provision for specific territorial assignments and supervision by personnel 
able to provide on-the-job training at the local church level. 


Witnessing for Christ 


We are commissioned to preach the everlasting gospel to everyone, 
everywhere. No other church, past or present, has understood the 
eschatological importance of righteousness by faith as Seventh-day Adventists 
do. Such a uniqueness brings gratitude and cheer to him who understands, 
and the only lasting motivation for personal or public evangelism. The 
discussion of this chapter easily leads into a serious yet dynamic mood— 
perhaps even into a sober testimony service. 


The instructor should study quite thoroughly with his trainees chapter 13, 
“Witnessing to Gain Witnessing Members.” This will also be an opportune 
time to acquaint the trainees with all materials to be used, such as prospect 
cards, or computer printouts, Gift Bible reading guides, and other key 
materials. 


There is not a detailed schedule of activities for this preliminary orientation 
meeting. The instructor is left free to use his own material and, if he desires, 
to invite special guest presentations to inspire and instruct the trainees. The 
main emphasis should be on chapter 13 of the manual in order to serve the 
purpose of orientation. 


Assign the study of chapter one, “Preparing for Witnessing,” and a review 
of chapter 13 in preparation for the first weekly class. 


Lay the burden on the trainees to assume responsibility for following up 
interests found in visitation. Stress the importance of being on time for the 
witnessing sessions each week. Make clear the principle of one speaker and 
one or two silent partners, depending on whether you visit by twos or threes. 


The instructor might want to invite the local elder and the Personal Ministries 
leader of the church to attend this orientation meeting, to acquaint them as 
church leaders with the witnessing programme. 


In preparation for the first session of on-the-job training, each team should 
have a map, a flashlight (for finding house numbers at night), and a box for 
supplies including gift Bibles, reading guides, literature, copies of Steps to 
Christ, Opinion Please booklets, and Bible correspondence course enrolment 
cards to leave when no one is home. 
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The witnessing programme must be given priority over all other activities. It 
will take only one or two absences or cancellations on the part of the leader 
to destroy the programme. 


Constant supervision will be necessary to perpetuate the programme. It is 
ideal when departmental leaders and conference officers can periodically 
join with pastors and laymen in visitation, as the pastor must do with his 
members. Example leadership must be evidenced. The programme will not 
succeed without supervision and participation on the part of leaders. 


Weekly visitation must not stop at the end of the three-month training period. 
Trainees should be led to commit a specific number of hours each week 
to witnessing. This commitment, together with the assignment of specific 
territory, will do more than anything else to encourage faithfulness. The 
pastor should reserve some time each week to work with the members in their 
assigned territories. Visiting ministers from the union and local conferences 
should seek opportunity to join with pastors and members in visitation within 
their territories at regular intervals. The actions of all leaders must show that 
house-to-house visitation is recognised as “the most essential work that can 
be done.” —Evangelism, p. 431. 


House-to-house visitation is the work we have consistently shunned in favour 
of easier tasks, but it is the only way to get a message to “every creature.” 
Inspiration designates it “the most essential work that can be done,” and 
promises success to those who persevere. Therefore, let us re-emphasise the 
fact that witnessing must not be regarded as a programme terminating at 
the end of three months. It must be an on-going way of life commissioned by 
divine mandate. 


In view of the spiritual nature of Christian witnessing, we could not think of 
embarking upon a programme of this nature without making a personal, total 
commitment to Christ. We should engage in personal heart searching and 
willingly take the necessary steps to place ourselves in such a relationship 
with the Lord that He can fill us with His Holy Spirit. We should personally 
give thought to such matters as repentance, confession, and restitution. 


“There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people of God shall 
clear the way by removing every hindrance, so that the Lord can pour out His 
Spirit upon a languishing church and an impenitent congregation. If Satan 
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had his way, there would never be another awakening, great or small, to the 
end of time.” — Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 124. 


“A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all 
our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There must be earnest effort 
to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not because God is not willing to bestow 


His blessing upon us, but because we are unprepared to receive it.” — [bid., 
p. 121. 


“Let there be a work of reformation and repentance. Let all seek for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. As with the disciples after the ascension of 
Christ, it may require several days of earnestly seeking God and putting 
away of sin.”—My Life Today, p. 58. 


The Holy Spirit will keep our faith strong and our courage high even in 
the face of difficult situations. “When a man is filled with the Spirit, the 
more severely he is tested and tried, the more clearly he proves that he is a 
representative of Christ.” —Ibid., p. 58. 


When the hearts of the believers are warm with the love for God, they will 
do a continual work for Jesus. They will manifest the meekness of Christ and 
display a steadfast purpose that will not fail nor be discouraged.” —Ibid., 
p. 59. 


“The Holy Spirit will come to all who are begging for the bread of life to give 
to their neighbours.” — Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 90. 


On-the-job training is the most important single feature of the witnessing 
programme. There will be a temptation to spend too much time in class and 
not enough out in the field. It might be very helpful to have an alarm clock 
set to ring thirty minutes after the official time for the session to begin. When 
the alarm rings, trainer and trainees should leave for the field. A certain 
percentage of visits will yield good experiences. The more visits made, 
the greater will be the possibility of having rewarding experiences. Some 
trainers are able to set up some visits by appointment to avoid the frustration 
of finding no one home. 


The door-to-door approach using a religious survey is introduced early in 
the training programme so that on a day when no one is home among your 
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assigned names you can at least get in a few door-to-door visits. Invariably 
the religious survey will uncover some prospects for future follow-up. 


Each week it will be the instructor's responsibility to inspire and encourage 
the trainees so they will persevere, even when they are not meeting with 
apparent success. It is possible to go for several weeks without finding a 
really good interest, but perseverance eventually pays off in every case. The 
words and attitude of the instructor and the time of prayer each week must 
keep the courage of the group at a high level. 


It is vitally important that participants in the training programme have a 
genuine relationship with Christ. Without such an experience they will 
become discouraged and will drop out. Each week’s assignment includes 
a chapter from Steps to Christ, a book which God has used to deepen the 
Christian experience of so many. This reading is for personal spiritual growth 
and will not be discussed in class. 


There will not be sufficient class time to cover all the material in the manual 
unless you make use of the prayer meeting hour or some other time set aside 
for this purpose. The thirty minutes budgeted for instruction will pass quickly 
as the instructor reviews the high points of the chapter under study, allows 
time for discussion, and makes the assignment for the following week. It 
is vital that enough time within the thirty minutes is given to deal in brief 
to issues that will probably be met in the field that day. One must keep alll 
instruction pertinent to current needs. 


The assignments for the twelve-week training period follow a different order 
than the sequence of chapters in the manual. This is for the purpose of 
providing the theory which supports the practice that will be gained through 
on-the-job training at different stages of the programme. 


First Week 


1. Begin on time with prayer. Take record of attendance. Be sure 
each trainee has a manual. 
2. Discuss chapter 1 of the manual and the following points: 
(a) What must precede the outpouring of the Holy Spirit without 
measure? Christian Service, p. 253. 
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(b) What is the very first and most important thing to be 
accomplished in soul winning? Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 53, 
54. 

(c} In addition to theory what teaching must be included in 
successful soul-winning? Christian Service, p. 59. 

(d) What is the chief emphasis of the first angel’s message? 
Revelation 14:6. 

(e) Describe the Apostle Paul’s approach to the Gentiles of his 
day. Evangelism, pp. 230, 231. 

(f} How can we apply the principles practiced by Paul in our 
soul-winning work? Ibid. 

3. Assignment for next week: Study chapter 2 of the manual. 
Memorise 1 John 4:8 and Romans 3:23. Read Steps to Christ, 
chapter 1. 

4. Each team receives at least six prospect cards or computer print 
outs with names for visitation. 

5. The alarm rings thirty minutes after the session begins. 

Have prayer together. 

Leave for field work. (Mention again the principle of silent 

partners.) 

8. After ninety minutes of field work, return to the church or home from 
which you started and spend the final minutes sharing experiences 
and drawing lessons from them. (Thirty minutes are allowed for 
getting to and from the field.) If the instruction is given at prayer 
meeting, or at some time other than during the first thirty minutes of 
the witnessing session, you will have an additional thirty minutes 
for visitation. 


a 


Second Week 


Remember, it is the leader's responsibility to infuse courage into the lives of 
the participants each week. Plan to share an experience or a quotation that 
will inspire courage each time you meet. 


1. Begin on time with prayer. 
2. Take record of attendance. 
3. Review last week's memory verses. 
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4. Quiz on material assigned to date. Correct quiz papers together 
and discuss answers. 


True or False 


(a) The great outpouring of the Spirit of God will not come while 
the largest portion of the church are not labourers together 
with God. Answer, True. 

(b) The Spirit of Prophecy recommends the principle of on-the-job 
training. Answer, True. 

(c) Doctrine is not important so long as we teach the love of 
God. Answer, False. 

(d) The Reformation revived the basic teaching of salvation 
through Christ alone. Answer, True. 

(e) The gospel message is the chief emphasis of the first angel’s 
message. Answer, True. 

(f) We should not present Christ until we have first presented all 
our distinctive doctrines to people for fear they might confuse 
us with other religious groups. Answer, False. 

5. Assignment for next week: Study Chapter 5, titled, “Witnessing by 
Your Testimony.” Write out a three-minute testimony and be able to 
share it verbally. (It is not necessary to memorise it word for word, 
but the thoughts should be memorised.) Memorise John 3:16 and 
Romans 6:23. Read Steps to Christ, chapter 2. 

6. Each team receives six prospect cards or computer print-outs with 

names for visitation. 

The alarm rings thirty minutes after official starting time. 

Have prayer together. 

Leave for field work. 

O. After ninety minutes of field work, return to the church and spend 

the final thirty minutes sharing experiences and drawing lessons 
from them. 
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Third Week 


1. Begin on time with prayer. 
2. Take record of attendance. 
3. Inspire courage. 
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Review chapter 5. 

Ask trainees to give three-minute testimonies. 

Review memory work. 

Assignment for next week: Study chapter 9. Memorise Ephesians 

2:8, 9. Read Steps to Christ, chapters 3 and 4. Begin to work on 

the gospel presentation in the Opinion Please booklet and or the 

lesson in your series that deals with accepting Christ. 

8. Each team receives six prospect cards or computer printouts for 
each visitation. 

9. The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

10. Have prayer together. 

11. Leave for field work. 

12. After ninety minutes return to share experiences. 


Fourth Week 


Begin on time with prayer. 

Take record of attendance. 

Share a thought or experience to inspire courage. 

Discuss chapter 9. 

Review all memory work to date. 

Quiz based on chapter 9. 

(a) What four words are represented by the letters F O R T? 

Answer, family, occupation, religion, testimony. 

(b) Write out the diagnostic question. 

7. Assignment for next week: Study chapter 8. Memorise 1 John 
5:11-13. Read Steps to Christ, chapter 5. 

8. Each team receives six prospect cards or computer printouts for 
visitation. 

9. The alarm rings after thirty minutes to remind you not to yield to the 
temptation to get carried away with lecturing. The alarm means it 
is time to go to work. 

10. Have prayer together. 

11. Leave for field work. 

12. After ninety minutes return to share experiences. 
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Fifth Week 


Begin on time with prayer. 

Take record of attendance. 

Inspire courage. 

Discuss the high points of chapter 8. 

Discuss the community religious survey. 

Divide into pairs and practice the survey on each other. 

Assignment for next week: Study chapter 3. Memorise Romans 

2:4. Read Steps to Christ, chapter 6. 

8. Each team receives six prospect cards or computer printouts for 
visitation. 

9. The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

10. Have prayer together. 

11. Leave for field work. 

12. After ninety minutes return to share experiences. 


Sixth Week 


Begin on time with prayer. 

Take record of attendance. 

Inspire courage. Discuss chapter 3. 

Divide into pairs and practice giving the gospel presentation to 

each other using the Opinion Please booklet and/or the lesson in 

your series that deals with accepting Christ. 

5. Review memory work by reciting verses in unison. 

6. Assignment for next week: study chapter 4. Memorise Revelation 
3:20. Read Steps to Christ, chapter 7. 

7. Each team receives six prospect cards or computer printouts for 
visitation. 

8. The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

9. Have prayer together. 

10. Leave for field work. 

11. After ninety minutes return to share experiences. 
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Seventh Week 


1. Begin on time with prayer. 
2. Take record of attendance. 
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Inspire courage. Discuss chapter 4. 

Divide into pairs (different partners from last week, if possible) and 
practice giving the gospel presentation to each other. 

Review memory work. 

Assignment for next week: Study chapter 6. Practise the gospel 
presentation. Memorise Hebrews 2:3. Read Steps to Christ, 
chapter 9. 

Each team receives six prospect cards or computer printouts for 
visitation. 

The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

Have prayer together. 


10. Leave for field work. 
11. After ninety minutes return to share experiences. 


Eighth Week 


Se ee 


8. 


9. 


Begin on time with prayer. 

Take record of attendance. 

Inspire courage. Discuss chapter 6. 

Practice the gospel presentation. 

Review memory work. 

Assignment for next week: Study chapter 7. Practise the gospel 
presentation. Memorise John 1:12 and John 14:15. Read Steps 
to Christ, chapter 9. 

Each team receives two blocks of territory (all four sides of two 
square blocks) to be worked with the religious survey. Be sure to 
take survey forms attached to a clip board. 

The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

Have prayer together. 


10. Leave for field work. 
11. After ninety minutes return to share experiences. 


Ninth Week 
1. Begin on time with prayer. 
2. Take record of attendance. 
3. Inspire courage. 
4. Discuss chapter 7. 
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Practise the gospel presentation. Review memory work. 

6. Assignment for next week: Study chapter 10. Prepare to give your 
testimony in visitation next week. Memorise Jeremiah 31:33 and 
Psalm 40:8. Read Steps to Christ, chapter 10. 

7. The instructor should encourage trainees to begin thinking and 
praying about whom they will choose as their two trainees at the 
end of their 12-week training period. 

8. The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

9. Have prayer together. 

10. Visit from prospect cards or computer printouts or do religious 
survey. The trainee should share his personal testimony in homes 
where it is appropriate. 

11. Leave for field work. 

12. After ninety minutes return to share experiences. 


Tenth Week 


a 


1. Begin on time with prayer. 

2. Take record of attendance. 

3. Inspire courage. 

4. Discuss chapter 10. 

5. Quiz on material to date. 
True or False 


(a) Dress and grooming have nothing to do with success in the 
witnessing programme. Answer, False. 

(b} We can’t have the assurance of eternal life until the 
resurrection. Answer, False. 

(c) Salvation is earned by obedience to God’s commandments. 
Answer, False. 

(d) When love becomes the motivating force in the life, our lives 
change. Answer, True. 

(e) Our relationship with Christ bears certain similarities to 
marriage. Answer, True. 

(f) We should never leave any material in the home on the first 
visit. Answer, False. 

6. Review memory work. 
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7. Assignment for next week: Study chapter 11, “Witnessing In Spite 
of Obstacles.” Practise the gospel presentation. Study Romans 
7:7-24. Memorise John 6-47. Read Steps to Christ, chapter 11. 

8. The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

Have prayer together. 

10. Visit from prospect cards or computer printouts or do religious 
survey door to door. 

11. The trainee should present his personal testimony in homes where 
a testimony is appropriate, and then the trainer will follow up with 
gospel presentation. 

12. Leave for field work. 

13. After ninety minutes return and share experiences. 


Eleventh Week 


Begin on time with prayer. 

Take record of attendance. 

Inspire courage. 

Discuss chapter 11. 

Pair up and practice the gospel presentation. 

Review memory work. 

Assignment for next week: Practice the gospel presentation. 

Memorise 2 Corinthians 5:17 and 2 Peter 3:18. Study chapter 

12. Read Steps to Christ, chapter 12. 

8. The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

Have prayer together. 

10. Visit from prospect cards or computer printouts or do religious 
survey. 

. The trainee should give his personal testimony and give the gospel 
presentation up to the prayer of reception in the home visits where 
the prospect is receptive. The trainer then takes over leading out in 
the prayer of reception. 

12. Leave for field work. 

13. After ninety minutes return and share experiences. 


Twelfth Week 
1. Begin on time with prayer. 
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Take record of attendance. 

Inspire courage. 

Evaluate the twelve-week programme. Discuss chapter 12. 

Make adequate provision for follow-up of all interests. 

Encourage each participant to devote at least three hours a week 

to witnessing. 

7. Discuss trainees’ becoming trainers for the next twelve-week 
programme. 

8. Discuss plans for the next training programme, including 
recruitment of new trainees. Have definite and specific plans 
including the starting date. 

9. Each trainee makes a complete gospel presentation in a home 
with the trainer observing. 

10. Assignment: Memorise Philippians 4:13. Read Steps to Christ, 
chapter 13. 

11. The alarm rings after thirty minutes. 

12. Have prayer together. 

13. Visit from prospect cards or computer print-outs or door-to-door. 

14. The trainees should lead out in visitation, and the trainer should be 
the “silent partner.” Trainees should lead out in alternate visits so 
both get equal practice. 

15. Leave for field work. 

16. After ninety minutes return and share experiences. Trainers should 
offer counsel based on observing trainees in action. 

17. Don't be surprised if some of your trainees do not yet feel prepared 
to serve as trainers. Invest more time in them if you are reasonably 
sure they will eventually become effective visitors. 

18. Repeat the training cycle. Let this be a programme that continues 

and grows until Jesus comes. 
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